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lies for ,tho lesasicl yar ending with East
Supdaj inclusive.

(d) Tà éary, dUt and aùperintend, Vith' suc
assistancea Ds inay 1bè necessary, sthe missionar
arzangemente ofï*,bue Ruin.ecanal Chapter au
epmmunicaQ- for the Chapter with the Bisbop
ArchdeacO? sud kissiàn Board,.to visit parisheà'o
missons,;iîf 'iddfl'-tabo arrange 'for raiing th
assessment of thew'Syn'od r dfdr an addition-to th
salary cf the incumbent or missio4ary ; and whe
tliere is "difficdiltfy ta 'ndeavoi" te ascertain th
cause 'and-,it neessary.cenimunicate *ith. the Arch
deacoi Biihop or'M istsio3 llard.

(d>., To gie açlyice. fo Bishop and Archdeaco
vhen s0 reguested eh spécial Satter, -if necessaiy

in côzifiJnde. a "
* , inform -the Bishoji and Archdeacen,: i

necessary, in confidence, ofany reporta, conduct o
pioceedings affecting either any of the clergy e
church:workers .illividually'or the. hurch.

We shall continua the subject ne.week.

EASTERN CUSTOMS AND- BIBLE TEXTS

DY REY. RICHMoND SXREVE, M.A.

No.I Coninued. )

Years before wo were 'as wise as now we ha
boen nuch pèrplexcd at raading those words ad
dressed te the paralytic, "Aries, take up thy 'bw
and go jito, thine house," St. Matt. ix. 6. W
were so np more; any ene of oir party could hav
carried the\4hole siå b'eds on which we slept. (Se
also Acts i 4.) I would not, however, seem t
say'that there are' never any other bedle than thes
in nee. · In lbh p'rivap apartwents of thé higbes
classes, genuine bedsteads, and really lofty, toc, ar
to bé found,iso.metines.xequiring stops to moun
them. This. wiil exp]aiu the. expression to b
found in. 2 Kings i..4. (Sec also on ornamentation
Esthé.i:1 '-, 1nd Amos vi. 4.) And. that a smalle
couch wsfsals'&inause 'is proved by -référence to
Sain. xil. It-was made probably of palm sticks
which,.when:'seeurely:.faaened, were quite strong
except for such a great weight as it would have t
bear in Og's case, -where it Was made of iron, (Deut
iii. 13), th''yhntI sticks would suit all ordinar
cases.

Our tinst effort i;n the carly morning was te obtaiî
a good view, cf the village and surroundings, an
the top of the ho.use readily suggested itself as th
best place for the purpese te be found. Fromî
what ive had seen the eveningbefore.on our arrivai
we knew ihe 'rnf was 2 fat ;.and on lookigg round
could not 'disqqver'any bouse that was differnt in
this respect. .Around this one, and ail others, wa
a railing o1ht.U'einent, in obedience to the expres
comiiand of DetVxx. 8. .Because of the parehing
heat in the diy seaseon the dust flics hre, in clouds
l'or niy .mouths of the year, and the'battlemon
retains very much of it. Froi time te time this iis
clo d off. But here in onq corner was a little of
it which hiad evidently been thore for -somé time,
1.nd a few straggling blades of grass which wrae
puny a..a parched, justified to the full the expres-
sion, tPs.. cxxix. 7), * * * the grass upon the
house-tops, whicn withereth afore it groweth up.
wherewitl the uower filleth net bis baud, uor lie
tliat bindeth sheaves bis besoin."

The windows of the middle iloor open usually
into the Court rather than into the street, and
1 lerefore when anything is to be seau or hard in
the street every oeu immediatety goes tO the liouse-
top to satisfy his curiosity, -just so -When any one
desires te gain quick publicity for any knowledge,
a Most effectuai. .ws:y was t proclain it from the
house-tops te the people .in the street i (St. Matt. x.
27, St. Luke xii. 3.) While our 'whole party were
standing there, it was suggested that each one recall
some Scriptural allusion te the flat roofs of Eastern
buildir¿s. -The first one was Judges xvi. 27, where
the l'hilistinen made sport of $anson in the Temple
of Dagon, and "there wre upon the roof about
3000 imen and women." And said No. 2, referring
te Acts x. 9, it was bere that St. Peter was praying
in Jeppa when-the messengers from Cornelius wore
sent te bring him te Cesarea. iere Samuel and
Sul the third xemembered, conversed, until the
seur sent bis listener, so soon ta be king, back te
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:r te bis fatber's ouse. 1Sam. ix. 2ô, vi. 7.: The the lowest.of theperants Of- a Ioe his attlen-
ourth quotation was by this tine rehdy,::(Nob. dant whosúnelhsped hé sIoes'is is îbove him

h viii. 16), when, after a thousand years' interval in position. How great,.thon, was the huiility of
y thé feast of Tabernacles vas . again instituted, after St. John the Baptiét wheu ho mieekly 'nd sincere-

d the return from.the captivity,, the majority of the 1y said of Christ: (S t Mark i. 7) "There cometh

, people made their booths "cir ry one an tho- roof -One mightier than I after me, the. latchet ofhose
r of his bouse." No. 5 did not forget how our aboes I an net wprthy testoopQown and 99u9 PD"
e Lord when speaking of the grievous wvoes of war or again (St. Matt. iii. 1.) ".asé îhesd d

e which were to come" Upon the tnext generation of not worthy te 'har.". ,"'This fce as'vi' c-d
n 'the people of Judos,' warud any one who might 'sd mean thiât a 'rabbimical -sa'yig declares h t

e he upon the house-top in the criticalmoment nlot "Nhatever services a'servant Idoq.: fo:his matêr,
- te return inte his.house te save any property, but :a disciple may do'for bis teacher, onlymptMQp e

te make escape if possible ét once. St. Matt xxiv. the latchet of bs shoM.'
n 17. While by the Oth of 'our party' w were re- lietuxuing ire passed round by other stî ts iu

, minded of the grnat faith displayed by thé friends the rear of the village, and were show-n the couse

of 'the paralytic when they could in no ôther way of a stream, nor ohly a dry, rocky bédytbuti b

f' than'from' the roof obtain access for.the sick man in the rainy season is;fillàd te overfliowing,sand. the

r te the prescnce of the Healer. (St. Mark ii. 4,.anri waters rush down, with great siriftnças sa- .vp-

r Valpy's note.) lance. Noticing a confused hep ef iu ud
Just as we bad thus each one contribuîted bis sun-dried brick. on a sandy m'ound 'lose' a 6o bed

reference our host appeared. His greeting was of fhe st-o ni, Nw asked whbat' it- was. 'We were

kindly and courteous; and ho at once offeredr to told iL wLas the remains of a house carried away
shew us any points of interest in. the néighbour- by the flood. becaùse its foundation'Swas sd àhiftig
hood. Gratefully accepting bis ofeibr, we prepared ànd ilnsecure. Near by, just as cloeé te' thé stream,

te follow hita- Just as hé had appeared owiever, stood a house secura and'firm, tho'.the- same:atorm

we noticed tlit his head-dress was différent froi and torrent.had swept-by its wails, butt founda-
that wors on the previous évening. Frim the tien iras the solid rock. We turned awray n silence

centre of the upper part of bis forehead there lire- a we thoîght nwhat a striking comment on.our

jectedi a small horn, tipped vith silver,, and fas- Saviour's ivords in St. Matt. vii. 24, 27. ' And we

d tuned with a cincture that .passed round the head, thougbt, too, thut Churchmen, 'as well a ba ders

- and was knotted behind, the ends falling on bis in the East, waut a solid- foundatioun on îvhich,to

d shoulders. At once we know that this must b build. . .

O some high day with him, or he must have met with We returned to our host's resideuc, colocteri

e some success, or heard' seme good news (tho' we, our little caravan, and after thauking aine.sirçioey
e ofIcouise, did not ask, nor didi he explain, for the and profusely, ire bid hni» fiarewell.'

o horn was pointed upwards at quite a- bigh angle.
@ As we followed him down the stairs, those passages LAYMEN IN THE' COUNCILS 'OF' THE

t frou the Psalms occurred Io us (lxxxix. 17), "For CHURCH.
e thou art the glory of their strength, and in thy -
t favour our born shalihe exqlted," (and lxxv. 10. If laymen ara te b permitted te share in the

e ' If on the other band nisfortune cornes, the horn councils of the Church, there can b 'ne questiôn
is lowered, and even the whole body so prostrated that the greatest care shoukl be takon ln th 'selec-

r that the horn touches tho ground,as in Job. xvi. 15. tien of the porsons te whom the trust is committed.

I We had net gone far before ire noticed at 'me lu thé past mon cf bigh character and of emuinence

little distance a commotion in the street ahead of in their profession have been thus honored, and
, us. The head-mon or Agha of the village, acta as the Church cin proudly point te the names of!those

o judge, and lias considerable authority. As w who have beu distinguished in varlious, walk.s
. drew near, in bis conpany, the crowrd fell back, life that have given thsir time and talents to aid ln

y and one most miserable looking man, -with every lier legialation. and in.other ways to atM. to!iier

Mark of reverence bow-ed himself before the Agha Qfficiency. That caïe is ,necessary and caution

(Gen.- xxxvii. 10, 1 Sama. xx. 41 and xxvi. 8) and needed in thé' sélection of the porsons thus put' for-

d began at once te pour forth a piliful tale, telling iward as thé Church's representatives in any:official

E howv he had been 'robbed in the night of-some paltry capacity will be readily admitter,. Thore 'will alvays

possession,-by a thief who had dug through the b somewhtat of difliculty in this matter. It,islikely
Wall of bis bouse, secured the plunder and escaped. to happgn that the mnwu.ho are nef, on, some
Almost instinctively, 4he Agha grasped bis own accounts,' the bât fitted for such service and office

garment ans. shook it, while a fronu gathered on will put themselves forward,'and that tho whose

bis face, (Acta xviii. 6); te express bis disapproval aid and officiensy and influence would bé the rmost

8 of the whole affiir; but lie motioned] te the man likely te be valuable are not conmonly of a seolf-

te show him the breacli: Following wre came te a seeking character. It onglt to be a matter-of the

ivretelied hovel uadq of mud, mixed with rub- gravest imporiance that the individual chosen for

t bish; the roof was foinr]ed of a sort of coarse any prominent position should be every.. way wrorthy
inatting, daubed over with dirt. (Job. iv. 19.) of it.
The wallis wera very thin& and there in the rear The more politician, noe matter how' high hé 'may
lay the heap wbicli the thief had drag'ed out, as stand as a partisan, and no matter what-iuay bp. the

hé pierced the hole. The theft ba] ovidently been strength of his claims to b considered eligiblerin

conmmitted by one who vas fainliar with the the ranks of bis irty, ouglt te be disquahip by

place. Job. xxiv. 16. As we gazed upon the the very nature o. that special qualification. " sat

indescribably wretched appearance of the bouse, a man is known as net very scrupulous in thé

and knew noue occupied such dwellings but those inethods hé adopts' to cconplish hi'énds sud to

iwhose lives wre low and glovelling, there seeond secure politicai preferment, no matter howy.high/his

te be a yet deeper meaning than ever before given ambition may soar, should bar him froin any place
to the Saviour's vords (St. Matt. vi 19, 20) or pover in the ianks of the Churchss defenders.

" Lay not up for youiselves," &c. (The word The use in any degrece of the honor whici the

liera translated "break rhrougb" is literally "dg Churcli bestows to throv around a naime that is at

through," and is s translated in Job. xxiv. 16, least tarnished the halo of religious lustre can ouly

aheady quoted.) , tend te lower religion in the opinion of those whose

We now passed on through saveral streets, seeing opinion is worthy of consideration.
nothing specly notew-orthy, until we reached the Toc much and too scrupulous vatchfultess can-

place of worship of the village. It was snall and not be exercised to guard against the possible

unpretentious; but as our host approached the lowering of the ton of morality and honorand

threshold he stopped, and an attendant whob d integrity that should be the admitted marke of the

followed us stooped down, unfastened the small character of thoese who stand ferenot lu the ranks

straps which bound bis "shoes" or sandals to his of defence and of guidance te the Church's véll-

féet, and held them wbile ha passed in. This being. Themen who represent the Church, w-hé-

mark of reverence of removing the shoes is ever ther in her legislative capacity or. lu her humblest

shawn te ail boly places. Se GoD bid Moses te affairs, should be above suspicion. And sone of the

act in Exod iii. 5. Se Joshua's advance was excessive caution whioh hedges around-and very
checked as be approached, net knowing bis visiter,. properly so--the Ministerial office, May well bu ex-

towards "the Captain of the Lord's host." Josh. tended to lay delegates, vestrymen, sud .Church-
v. 15. We said the Bowab, or door-keeper was wardens:


