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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. W. PARKER,
SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY FOR PRO-
MOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.
(From The Church § State Gazette.)

At the General Meeting of the Society, held on
Tuesday, the 7th of February, 1843, the Lord Bishop
of Sodor and Man in the chair, the following repoft
from the Standing Committee was read :—

“ The Standing Committee have the painful duty
to discharge of reporting to the Society the death of
its Secretary, the Rev. William Parker, which has
occurred since the last meeting; and they anticipate,
from the feelings of the Board, a unanimous concur-
rence in the sentiments expressed in the following
Resolution, which they beg to submit :

“ That this Board, having received from the Stand-
ing Committee the report of tue death of the Senior
Secretary, the Rev. W. Parker, record with deep
regret the loss of ove who was a warm and attached
friend to this Society, and rendered it the most faithful
and devoted service for a period of thirty-two years.
They do not dwell on the many excellent qualities
which belonged to his private character, and which
can be best appreciated by his bereaved family. But
they are desirous of expressing the high estimation
in which he was held for the zeal and diligence, the
punctuality, prudence, and correctness, the accarate
knowledge of the principles and practice of the So-
ciety, the earnestness and singleness of purpose, and
the uniform kindness and courtesy with which he
performed the duties devolving upon him in his office
of secretary. And they desire that this resolution
may stand on the minutes as a tribute of respect to
his memory, and grateful acknowledgment of his ser-
vices."”

It was agreed unanimously, ‘“that this Report be
adopted, and that his Grace the president be respect-
fully requested to sign a copy of the resolation, that
it may be forwarded to the family of the late Rev.
William Parker.”

Mr. Parker died on the 16th ult., at his residence,
at Islington, aged 65. He was prebendary of St.
Paul’s, Rector of St. Ethelburga, Bishopsgate, and
thirty-two years Secretary to the Society for Promo-
ting Christian Knowledge.

By the death of this excellent man the Church has
lost one of her true sons, and the venerable Society
for Promoting Christian Knowledge a tried and faithful

servant. Those persons who knew him well, and
were aware of his careful and regular habits, might
reasonably have anticipated a yet further extension of
his course of usefulness. After a very short illness,
however, the first symptoms of which were not con-
sidered of an alarming nature, but which ended in
water on the chest, he has been called to his rest, and
his reward. “ God's ways are not as our ways, nor
his thoughts as our thoughts: for as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are his ways higher than
our ways, and his thoughts than our thoughts.”

The subject of this memoir was the son of John
Parker, Esq, many years resident in Jamaica, and
was born on the 30th of April, 1777, at Islington, in
the house in which he breathed his last. He was
educated at the Charter-house, under the Rev. Dr.
Raine; and having been admitted at Christ’s College,
Cambridge, was elected a scholar of that society in
1797. On taking his bachelor’s degree, in January,
1800, he was the ninth wrangler of his year. He
proceeded to the degree of M. A. in 18¢8. While
an under-graduate at the University, he was much
noticed by the Rev. Dr. G. Gaskin, then Secretary of
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, who,
having discovered in his young friend the various good
qualities which were so conspicuous in after life, helped
to direct him in his course of theological reading, and
to cultivate those firm Church principles which appear
to have taken early root in Mr Parker's mind, and
which he constantly, though with moderation and
humility, maintained.

He was ordained deacon in 1801, and priest in
1802, in the cathedral church of Ely, by Dr. James
Yorke, Bishop of Ely. He filled the office of a curate
for « few years, first in Cambridgeshire, and afterwards
in London, having been appointed successively to as-
sist the Rev. R. Watts, at St. Alphage, London Wall,
and the Rev. Dr. Gaskin, at 8t. Benet, Gracechurch.
In 1807 he was presented by the Bishop of London,
Dr. Beilby Porteus, to the rectory of St. Ethelburga,
in Bishopsgate-street. The duties of this parish he
continued to discharge punctually, and with all fidelity
and affection, till his death. The population being
small, his services as a parochial clergyman were found
to be incompatible with those devolving upon him
as an officer of the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge. The respect and attachment of his pa-
rishioners, of which he had received repeated proofs,
were peculiarly manifested on the day of his funeral,
when almost all the shops in the parish were closed.*

Shortly after his obtaining preferment, he married
the daughter of the Rev. Dr. Gaskin. With this lady
he lived in great happiness.

In May 1811, in consequence of the increase in
the Society's business, he was appointed Assistant
Secretary under Dr. Gaskin, on whose retirement
from office in 1823, he became Secretary, in conjunc-
tion with the Rev. W. H. Coleridge, afterwards Bishop
of Barbadoes. As it was his official connexion with
the Society which made Mr. Parker so generally known
and respected, we must now speak of him in this de-
partment of labour; though, to do justice to his zeal,
his industry, his singleness of purpose, his kindness, in
the situation which he held for two-and-thirty years,
would be a difficult task. Corresponding, as he did,
on matters of importance, with prelates and distin-

guished members of the Church, bath at home and in |

the colonies, he transacted his business with an
€arpestness and punctuality which showed that his
heart was in his work ; while his gentleness and
courtesy, whatever might be the communication which
he was instructed to make, were unfailing. The
friendly, and even affectionate tone in which he was
addressed by the Bishops in India and Canada, in
their letters to the Society, as well as by others who
had occasion to write to him, sufficiently indicate their
high sense of his character. In trying and arduous
periods of the Society's history, every one accustomed
to attend the general meetings of the board must have
remarked his peculiarly inoffensive manner; so inca-
pable was he, both in public and social intercourse,
of making an enemy, or of intentionally wounding the
feelings of any human being. Yet, when suddenly
called upon to supply information on questions of
precedent, or on poiats in which reference to past
proceedings, and the results of long experience and
observation were required, few men could be more
clear or self-possessed than he was. To an intimate
acquaintance with the nature and history of the insti-
tution, he added a prudence and caution which ex-
tended to details, and often proved highly valuable in
the execution of his important trust. The truth is,
that he loved the Society, and the duties assigned to
him ; and even at the commencement of his last brief
attack of illness, when requested to spare himself, and
relinquish his attendance at the office for a time, his
reply was, “It is a pleasure to me to come, and I am |
sure it does me good.”

But our limits oblige us to conclude. We need
not dwell, as we might do, on instances of his genuine
benevolence. He gave freely of hismeans towards the
advancement of our holy religion; and his hand was
ever ready to help the temporal and bodily wants of
those who were really in distress. His piety was

* He was buried in a family vault at Epsom, on the 21st of
January,

sincere, fervent, and practical. He had a deep and
awful sense of the vital truths of the Gospel, and
preached them with faithfulness and energy. He
relied with humble confidence on the merits of his
Redeemer, and constantly sought direction and com-
fort from the Spirit of wisdom and holiness. He
died, as he had lived, in the faith and love of his
Saviour.

He has left a widow and four children, to mourn
their loss and imitate his virtues. The two surviving
| sons are clergymen : the elder, the Rev. W. G. Parker,

has the living of Bulkington, near Coventry; the
younger, the Rev. G. H. Parker, is curate of Rutby, in
Leicestershire. The elder daughter is married to the
Rev. J. M. Rodwell, Incambent of St. Peter’s Saffron
Hill; the younger is Mrs. Martin, wife of the Chief
Justice of New Zealand. It is, perhaps, scarcely ne-
cessary to add, that in the several domestic relations
of life Mr. Parker was exemplary, and that his home
was a happy one. A few days before his death he
had been much gratified by the receipt of pleasing
letters from his daughter in New Zealand, she having
left England with the Bishop and Mrs. Selwyn, in the
Tomatin, in December, 1841.

The prebendal stall which he held in St. Paul's
Cathedral was of small value, and scarcely more than
an honorary distinction ; but he prized it as a mark
of favour and approval from his diocesan, the present
Bishop of London, who kindly bestowed it upon him
in the year 1883.

—— v

THE BURIAL OF OUR LORD.
( By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D.)

The whole of the circumstances of our Lord’s bu-
rial seem to bring forth, in a strong point of view, the
many other places of Holy Scripture which sanction
respect paid to the mortal remains; for, when brought
out into light, by connection with our Lord's history,
they appear to speak of His Resurrection, and the
Resurrection of our bodies also. Thus, for instance,
Holy Scripture carefully records the burying of the
Patriarchs, and particular circumstances connected
with it; as of Abraham's purchase of the cave of
Macpelah ; the embalming aud burying of Jacob; the
carrying up of Joseph’s bones to Canaan; the worst
of curses pronounced on bad Kings being, that they
should not come into the sepulchre of their fathers;
and also on the disobedient Prophet; the piety of
Rizpah in protecting the bodies of Saul's sons; and
David’s care in burying the bones of Saul and Jona-
than. Thus does Holy Scripture raise, sanction, and
hallow the feelings of nature on that subject, those
instinctive feelings which have been shown by all na-
tions, and vindicate us also in doing honour to that
which has been the Temple of the Holy Ghost,—
that which has been brought into some mysterious
connection with the Flesh of Christ, and is to be again
restored. And this opinion derives confirmation from
the circumstances of our Saviour's conduct a few days
previously, when He accepted and commended the
good deed done to Him, in the embalming of His
| head and feet, assigning it as a reason that it had a
| reference to Iis burial; as if this connection with

His burial gave an especial sanctity to the deed. It

is remarkable how much Holy Scripture has recorded
| now, after His death, of the bringing of spices, and

the embalming of His Body by three separate parties,

Nicodemus, the two Marys, and the other women
| from Galilee, It is also to be observed, that God has
caused all the four Evangelists particularly to specify
the good deed, and the full name of this person who
buried Christ in His own tomb, “Joseph of Arima-
thea;” as if in his case, also, as in that of Mary, the
| sister of Martha, who embalmed Him, our Lord had
commanded that, *“wheresoever the Gospel shall be
preached in the whole world,”’ there shall also this
which “%e”’ hath done, be told for a memorial of him.

THE RESURRECTION.
( From Bishop Smalridge.)

Of all the arguments that are brought for the proof
of a resurrection, that which is drawn from our
Saviour's being raised from the dead is both the
shortest and the fullest; the easiest to be appre-
hended, and the most difficult to be withstood. Those
reasonings that are by some ancient Fathers made
use of to facilitate the belief of this article are
rather illustrations of it, to make it better conceived
by those who do already helieve it, than arguments
sufficient to convince those who doubt of it. Sleep
is so apposite an image of death, and waking of ari-
sing from the dead ; the setting of the sun answers so
well to our being buried in the grave, and its rising
again hath so just a correspondence to our rising from
the darkness of death, that some have represented
our frequent awaking from sleep, and the diurnal
revolution of darkness and light, as plausible argu-
ments of our resurrection from the dead. Now,
true it is that these are fit and apposite resemblances
of a resurrection; and those to whom this great
article of our fuith is revealed may make a proper
use of these images, by thinking of death as often as
they either see the sun set, or compose themselves to
sleep; and by meditating on the resurrection when-
ever they awake, or behold the day breaking forth.
But those to whom this doctrine was not revealed,
though they perceived very well the likeness there is
betwixt death and sleep; though they observed the
vicissitudes of day and night, and were aware of the
analogy these had to life and death; yet they could
not, or at least they did not, collect from hence that
men should rise from the dead. They were so far
from making this inference, that, on the contrary, we
find them complaining, that though the sun set, and
rose again; though they slept, and awaked out of
sleep; yet, when the day of life was once spent, they
were thenceforth to sleep on for one long, perpetual,
eternal night.

All the other arguments that ever have been, or
ever can be brought from the principles of mere
reason, in confirmation of this momentous point, are
of no farther force than to prove a resurrection not
utterly impossible, or, at most, not very improbable ;
but are not of sufficient, not indeed of any weight, to
prove it undoubtedly certain. From the power of
God, it may be inferred that he can raise the dead ;
from his other attributes it may, with some show of
reason, be gathered that probably he may raise them ;
but from the Word of God only we can have a full
and infallible assurance, that what he unquestionably
can, and what peradventure he may do, that he cer-
tainly will accomplish, Nor are all the proofs
brought from revelation to confirm our faith in this
article equally convineing ; those fetched from the
Old Testament have not all that strength and
evidence which shines forth with full Justre in those
with which we are furpished from the New; and,
even among the Gospel proofs, this of our Saviour's
resurrection hath a singular weight and clearness
above the rest.

It hath been disputed by some, whether the Jews
had any notices at all of a resurrection. This dis-
pute, it is true, could never have been started by
Christians, had they paid that deference which they
owe to the authority of our Saviour, who hath deter-
mined this point, by proving the resurrection, against
the Sadducees, from the books of Moses. But,
although this truth was revealed to the Jews, yet was
it wrapped up in such dark terms, that the very reves
lation itself wanted to have the veil removed which
was cast over it. Intimations of a futare state, and
of a resurrection from the dead, are scattered throilgh
several parts of the Old Testament; but ghen it

must be acknowledged that there are also some
passages which, at first view, seem to overthrow what
those texts establish; which carry with them, in the
first appearance, a suspicious meaning; and which,
though they may be fairly reconciled with those other
passages which assert a future state, yet require some
deeper penetration than vulgar readers are ordinarily
endued with to reconcile them. Thus, when we find
Job, with great solemnily, asserting, that he knows
that his Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upou the earth ; and that, though afler his
shin worms destroy his body, yet in his flesh he shall
see God; that he shall see him for himself, and that his
eyes shall behold him, and not another, though his reins
be consumed within him (Job xix, 25, 26, 27), we
cannot rationally doubt of his firm and stedfast
belief of a resurrection ; but yet, when the same Job
declares that his days are spent without hope ; that his
life is wind; and that his eye, that very eye which
he said should behold his Redeemer, shall no more
see good ; that as the cloud is consumed and vanishes
away, sv he that goeth down to the grave shall come up
no more (Job vii. 6,7,9); these seemingly desperate
expressions might stagger a Jew's faith, as far as it
was built upon Job's testimony, concerning the cer-
tainty of a resurrection.

In like manner, when holy David declares his hope,
and distinguishes himself from sensual men, who live
without any thoughts of another world, by saying,
as for me, I shall behold thy face in righteouswess ;
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness
(Psal. xvii. 15), we cannot well doubt but that he
looked upon death only as a short sleep, and that he
was assured of awaking again at the resurrection. But
when the same David puts these questions to his
Maker, What profit is there in my blood, when I go
down into the pit?  Shall the dust praise thee ?
Shall it declare thy truth 2 Wilt thou show wonders
to the dead? Shall the dead arise and praise thee ?
Shall thy loving kindness be declared in the grave,
or thy fuaithfulness in destruction 2  Shall thy won-
ders be known in the dark, and thy righteousness in the
land of forgetfulness # (Psal. xxx. 9 ; Ixxxviii. 10,
11, 12.) When he seems to answer these questions
in the negative, by saying that the dead praise not
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence (Psal.
cxv. 17); that man is as a wind, which passeth away
and cometh not again (Psal.lxxviii. 39); these ex-
pressions of the Psalmist, by an unconsidering and
carnal Jew, might be thought to argue David as much
an unbeliever of this weighty article as the very
Sadducees themselves.

So, again, when the Preacher Solomon doth plainly
distinguish betwixt the body and the soul; when he
goes back to the first origin of each, and leads us
forward to the several portions which shall be allotted
to them, in congruity to their respective originals;
when he, in express terms, declares, that the dust,
or the earthy and material part of us, shall return to
the earth as it was; but that the Spirit shall return
unto Glod, who gave it (Eccles. xii. 7), we cannot
desire a more positive and direct assertion, if not of
the resuprrection of the body, yet at least of a future
state, and of the soul's immortality. And yet, when
the same Preacher observes, that that which befu'loth
the sons of men befalls brasts, even one thing befulls
them (Eccles. iii. 19); that as one dieth, so dieth
the other, yea, they have all one breath, so that q
man hath no precminence above a beast; that the
lLiving know that they shall die, but that the dead
know mot any thing, neither have they any more a
reward (Eccles. ix. 5); a voluptuary and sensualist,
one whe is resolved to live like a beast, and therefore
would be glad to die like one, may distort these
seemingly loose expressions of the Preacher, which
are capable of a sound and good meaning, to coun-
terance his lewd and irreligious notions concerning
our total extinction by death, and our being consigned
by it to a state of perpetual oblivion and utter
annihilation.

It would be easy, if requisite, to instance in several
other passages of the Old Testament, which to a
theughtless and superficial considerer might seem
rather to weaken, than strengthen, the credibility
of a future resurrection, which though they cannot,
without great impiety, be brought to prove that this
doetrine was not at all taught under the Law, since
our Saviour in the Gospel hath declared, that
thoge who denied it erred, not knowing the Scriptures,
nor the power of God (Matt. xxii. 29), yet they
do manifestly prove that this trath was not so clearly
revealed to the Jews in the Old Testament, as it is
tous Christians in the New ; but that owr Saviour
haih brought life and immortality to at least greater
light through the Gospel. (2 Tim.i.10.) What a
learned Pharisee could attain to by the utmost reach
of thought from his revelation, that each vulgar
Christian may read as he runs, in almost every page
of ours; what was darkly hinted in the Old Testa-
ment, is, in terms not capable of being misunderstood,
declared in the New ; what was here aud there inti-
mated in the books of the Law, is repeated and
inculcated over and over again throughout the Gos-
pel; nor are there here any passages which may
favour a contrary opinion, or counterpoise the weight
of those plain texts that are brought to prove this
article, One who reads the writings of Moses and
the Prophets impartially will be inclined rather to
embrace, that to reject, this doctrine ; but the most
prejudiced reader of those Scriptures in which are
contained the truths revealed by Christ and his
Apostles, ‘cannot reject it, cannot be in suspense
about it, without denying the authority of the revela-
tion. No words can be more express and full, nor
can more clearly or more authoritatively declare to
us the certainty of a resurrection, than those pro-
nounced by our blessed Saviour,—7he hour is coming
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear the
voice of the Son of Man, and shall come forth ; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and
they that have dome evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation, (John v. 28, 29.)

Now, since the declarations of our blessed Saviour
concerning the resurrection of the dead are so plain
and expregs, that there can be no doubt concerning
their import and meaning ; since the resurrection of
Christ from the dead is so irrefragable a proof of his
divine pjggion and unquestionable veracity, that
there can pe no doubt concerning the truth and cer-
tainty of what he hath revealed; since he who pro-
mised to paise himself from the dead promised also to
raise us; apd since we are infallibly assured that the
former promise hath, in fact, been long since verified,
we cannot doubt but the latter will also, in God's
appointed time, be surely accomplished. The resur-
rection of (hrist is @ foundation so strongly laid,
that no powers of hell shall ever be able to shake it ;
and upop the same bottom, as hath been shown, our
hopes of g resurrection are built,

THE NECESSITY OF MAKING OUR
ELECTION SURE,
(From Bishop Reynolds.)

Others, T have known, acknowledge indeed the
terror of the Lord, but yet go desperately on in their
presumptions, and that upon two other dangerous
downfalls, First, they thus argue—Peradventure I
belong to God's election of grace, and then he will
fetch me in, in his time, and in the mean time his
mercy is above my sins, and it is not for me to hasten
his work till he will himself. O what a perverseness
is this, for the wickedness of man to perturb the order
of God. Hisrule is, that we should argue from a
holy conversation to our election, and by our diligence

in adding one grace unto another, to make it sure
unto eurselves; not to argue from our election to our
calling, nor to neglect all diligence till our election
appear, It is true, the mercy of Christ is infinitely
wider than the very [i. e., most] rebellious men, and
it may be he will snatch such a wicked disputer as
this like a brand out of the fire; but then know withal,
that every desperate sin thou dost now wilfully run
into, will at last cost thee such bitter throes, such
bloody tears, as thou wouldst not be willing with the
least of them to purchase the most sweet and constant
pleasure which thy heart can now delight in. And,
in the mean time, it is a bloody adventure upon, the
patience of God, for any man, vpon expectation of
God’s fayour, to steal time from his service, and to
turn the probability of the mercy of God into an oc-

casion of sinning. The Ninevites gathered another

conclusion from these premises; Let man and beast
be covered with sackcloth and cry mightily unto God :
yea, let them turn every one from their evil way, and
Jrom the violence which is in their hands: and the

groung of this resolution is this, Who can tell if God
will trn mﬁ repent, and turn away from his fierce

anger that e perish not? And the prophets teach

us to make another use of the possibility of God's

mercy; Red your hearts and not your garments, awl
turn unto tle Lovd your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, shw to anger, and of great kindness, and re-

penteth hin of the evil. W ho knoweth if he will return

and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, §c. (Joel

2, 12, 14); and again, Seek ye the Lord all ye meek

of the arth, seek righteousness, seek meekness, it may

be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger,

(Zeph 2. 3.) \

(fiiﬁ]isl) Crclesiastical Intelligence.

ENGLAND'S WANTS IN 1685,
(From The Oxford University Herald. )

Tie following proposals occur in a curious tract, enti-
tled “ England’s Wants.” London, 1685.

Poposed, That part of the public moneys be employed—
Fir building and repairing of Churches, whereof there
is geat want in this kingdom, particularly in the suburbs
of Iondon, where not a fourth part of the parishioners
can it once enter their Parish Church, to the great shame
of Trotestant Professors who since the Reformation till
very lately have (as our adversaries object) erected scarce
one :onsiderable solid structure for the service of God.
Tor erecting Colleges in London (as is done in Hol-
land) where old men without wife or children, may for
a reisonable sum of money be neatly accommodated with
diet ind lodging, and pass the rest of their days in a com-
fortzble society with men of like condition and age. The
same for old women.

Fa erecting Colleges wherein Virgins and Widows of |
the rotestant Religion resolving not to marry (as the
Beguins in Holland, Brabant, etc.) may for a certain sum
depoed live in a retired and religious Society, educating
the male youth of the nation: and that the said Virgins
and Vidows may with leave of their Visitor be free to
altertheir resolutions and quit the Society.

For erecting in London a College De Propagandi Fide,
for popagating the Christian Reformed Religion amongst
the Americans who for these 40 years seem to call and
cry “Come over to America and help us.”

For buying in of Impropriations (a work not only
wortar of Parliament, but to which all Parliaments since
27 H.VIIL stand obnoxious, saith the learned Bacon,
and boand in consecience to God.)

For making some provision for the poor widows and
orphars of Clergymen. ! 4

Projosed also (aceording to the good policy of Italy) all
Taverrs and Inns may be obliged to have a printed Table
of the jrices of all such things as they are wont or al-
lowed o sell to their guests.

Projosed that accarding to the good policy of Queen
Elizab¢h the Chancell rs, or Vice-Chancellors of our |
Universities be obliged to deliver to the King every |
ourth or Fifth year a list of all the eminent and hopeful
Students, with the Faculties wherein they did, or were
likely 5, excel: that so when any oecasion should be to |
send g Awmbassador abroad, the King might nominate
him ap Agsociate, a Secretary, or a Chaplain; and when
any preferment fit for persons of an Academical Edueation

rishioner valuing the prayers of the Church, demanded
(as of course he had a right to do) that his child should
be baptized in the service after the second lesson, every
obstacle was thrown in his way, though with a praise-
worthy perseverance he at length succeeded in gaining
his end ; and the clergyman, as if to mark his disappro-~
bation of it, reserved several other children who were
brought in good time, and baptized them, as usual after
service in . the vestry.  Could any one believe it possible
that in this piace there is an affectation of orthodoxy?

In another parish, the Clergyman being fond of preach-
ing, is in the habit of shortening the prayers to allow
more time for his sermon, sometimes beginning with the
Litany, and sometimes omitting it altogether by way of
variety. We conclude, as a matter of course, that these
things are unknown to the Diocesan, or they must pro-
voke his interference. But, with such a state of things,
can we wonder if an earnest, though imperfectly consti-
tuted mind should be visited with some misgivings whe-
ther that could really be a branch of the Holy Catholic
Church in which such lamentable abuses could be suf-
fered to exist? We do not for an instant admit that it
forms any just excuse for the line which the individual
in question has taken: bug this we do say, that there can
hardly be a greater stumbling-block than this laid in the
way of a man earnestly minded. This deadness in the
Church has among other causes all along filled the ranks
of dissent. We rightly esteem holiness to be a mark of
the true Church, and, however wrong and illogical it
may be to draw an universal conclusion from particular
premises, as that, because a large proportion exhibits no
signs of life, therefore there is none anywhere, still we
cannot wonder that some should stumble at it, especially
whien a rival gommunion is close at hand, which, at least,
seems to be free from such blots as these, and takes advan-

tage of these to beguile uninformed but ardent spirits
into her own fold,

Such a state of things as that detailed, is far more likely
to ensure new defections, than gll other causes together;
the presence or absence of holiness are discoverable by
the simplest, and men will make it a test,
PresByrer CAaTHOLICUS.
THE RICH IRISH CHURCH,
( From The Irish Ecglesiastical Journal.)

Sir,—Among the many injuries which the Church in
Ireland has had to complain of for several years, an ex-
aggeration of the amount of her property has been not
the least inconsiderahle. There is scarcely a newspaper
we take up in which there may not be found instances of
such exaggeration. Under the old system of tithes there
was great difficulty in ascertaining the exact amount of
Church property, either in the gross, or in any given
parish, but sinece the Composition and Commutation Acts
have taken effect, nothing but wilful ignarance, or a de-
sire to misrepresent, can account for those false statements
which are so frequently presented to the public, I must,
however, admit that I am not more amazed at the exag-
geration of which I havespoken, than I am at the absence
of any effort on the part of the friends of the Chureh to
cause the truth to be known, and thereby remove the
false impressions which so generally prevail, These false
impressions affect not only the cause of the Church and
religion in general, but also the reputation, and thence
the usefulness, of individual clergymen. If a clergyman
be considered to have an income to a certain amount, he
is expected to live, and to spend in charitics according to
that income ; and if he does not, his character, and the
cause of the Church and religion with which he is so
closely identified, will in some measure suffer loss.
As an example of this sort of exaggeration, the first
case that comies in my way, is that of the benefice of
Wexford, diocese of Ferns. At one time it was generally
believed to be worth 1200L a-year; afterwards it was
broughkt down in public estimation to 900/, and now,
very few, even of the inhabitants of Wexford, wounld be-
lieve that it is less than 600L or 700l a-year. Now, to
show what an exaggeration there is in this case, I have
drawn up the following estimate, and that from docu-
ments, the truth of which cannot be questioned. The
benefice consists of 14 parishes;

shoulq fall, the King might make choice of the person,

If thig last proposition were adopted, we should not
ave haq Lerd Palmerston complaining in the House of
Commgpg tpat our Turkish Ambassador had to use foreign
Interpreters, )

THE pEFECTION OF THE REV. BERNARD SMITH,
(From T'he Nottingham Journal. )

We are not about to entertain our readers with various
SUrmises y to the canses which in the case of this unhappy
person havye led to a sin, which will probably canse more
present paip to every true Churchman than to himself;
bat whijst some will talk of want of information, and
others of vanity, and others again of injudicious associa-
tions iy} the most learned and skilful of a dissenting
COMmupjop,as having each had their share (whichis doubt-
ess true), in bringing about the catastrophe, we would
desire 1o all general notice toa fact which can hardly
fail to haye contributed very much towards it,—we mean
the preyailing state of Church feeling and practice in the
diocese jp which he was located. We do not wish to as-
sert thag the same evil is not to be found in other dioeeses,
hough we must think that in few does it exist to so great
an extent ; but if, as we .believe to be the case, it has had
1ts share jp producing this unhappy defection in one place,
It may gerye as a warning to all, wherever they may be
called to minister, to take good heed that as far as they
are individually concerned they put not a like stumbling
block in the way of some more of their weaker brethren.
But to explain what we mean. Mr. Smith has evi-
dently from the first been impressed with a high sense
of his pesponsibilities as a priest of the Catholic
Church in England, and has not only felt but acted ; his
church hgs stood almost alone, for many miles round, in
aﬂ'urding opportunities to the faithful of making their
daily sacrifice of prayer and praise, and he has been
serupuloys in adhering to Church order in the general
regulations of his parish; but he looked around, and
where did he find anything like sympathy? Rome indeed
held out to him an appearance at least of warmth, and zeal,
and self-denial, and sincerity ; but where was there any
kindred feeling in his own communion? There was in-
deed no lack among the ranks of his brother clergy, of
finished gentlemen, active magistrates, and kind com-
painions; but where was the example of the consistent,
sel-denying parish priest presenting faithfully to his
pecple the full provision which Holy Church makes for
them? Scarcely would he discover a single oasis in the
desert to break the chilling apathy which universally pre-
vailed around him; and what was worse than all, not
only were others indisposed to shake off their lethargy,
but he who would do so must submit to something very
like persecution in the taunts and ridicule which awaited
him for his faithfulness, and that too from his own breth-
ren. Saddening as this may be, we have reason to know
that it was but too true in Mr. Smith’s own case; he was
literally persecuted because he endeavoured to fulfil his
ordination vows, and obey his Prayer-Book! Supposing
him to have been actnally wrong, surely the course for
those Who are hound together by ties so sacred as those
of fellow stewards of the mysteries of the Gospel would
have been graye counsel, rather than flippant ridicule, or,
what is still more valuable, an example of the better way.

But .that We may not seem to be casting unwarrantable
reflections on g large a body as those implicated in these
remarks, we beg to call the especial attention of our rea-
ders to a few j]lpstrations which have come under our
own personal knowledge, Inone of the most considerable
towns of the East of Lincolnshire, whose noble church is
all ‘but unrigglled for its original beauty, though sadly
defaced by modern neglect (its tower certainly not to be
equalled In any of the parish churches of our land), in
this beautify] hujlding, a standing witness against the
times, is daily epacted, what cannot be otherwise described
than as a sni’;mn mockery, Fora quarter of an hour be-
fore eleven pupetually every morning the bells are rung,
and the Unwary imagine, of course, that they will have
an opportunity ‘of celebrating matins—but no such thing.
We speak from experience ; not very long since we our-
selves entereq with a brother Presbyter; there were offi-
cials and otheyps in the church; we took our places ex-
pecting prayers, when no clergyman appeared; we even
asked for them, put were told that two was not considered
a congregation (be it remembered all the while that with
the officiating minister and clerk there would have been
four, and that others were waiting about the church who
would doubtless have joined the service had it been so-
lemnized); the clergyman, we should mention, looked
into the church, and saw that there was a congregation,
but, being attired in unelerical costume, had evidently
come Without the least intention of reading the prayers.
In this same church, children without any pretence of
siekness are daily baptized in the zestzy with nothing more
than the bare requisites to the validity of the Sacrament,
i, &, with water in the name of the Holy Trinity ; nay,
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The tithe composition of the entire Union, 733 13 5
Deduct one-fourih, - - - -
Amouut of rent-charge, - - - - HO5 5}
Rent of two glebes, - » - =« 38 2 74
Gross income of the benefice, - - £603 7 8%

Expenditure :—
Salaries of three curates, -  £207 13 loi
Rent of glebe bouse, - - 20 6 23%
Visitation Fees, - - - 5 0 0
Diocesan Master, - - - & 50
Stamps for titles, £30 £100,
Other expenses which is g 10 0 0

for titles, ~ - £80€ sunk, i

Tax ta Ecclesiastical Commis-
sioners, - - Boteimn i w0 1
Poor Rate, which is charged on
the gross income, at, say 1s,
per 1L, = - - 30 0 0O

£290 61 290 § 1

» -

£313 2 7§
So that this fat living of Wexford, consisting of fourteen
parishes, instead of being 1200L, or 900/, or 7001 a-year,
is, in truth, if we take into consideration bad debts, and
agent's fees, far below 300/ a-year.

Your obedient servant, s
[ The Editor fecls extremely obliged to his correspondent, J, B.
He is folly convinced how exceedingly mischievous it is to
allow such absurd exaggerations, not to say downright false-
heods, to pass without artempt at contradiction. The difference
between the nominal and real value of a henefice in Ireland
may be farther exemplified by enumerating the legal deductions
from what is called a living of 700/ a-year.
Gross amount of tithe-composition, 700 ; deduet 25 per
cent. to landlords; 5 per cent. poor-rate; 104 per cent. for
curate’s salary; 1 per cent. to parochial and diocesan schaols,
and visitation fees; 5} per cent. tax to Ecelesiastical Com-
missioners ; making the total deductions 45 per cent.; thus
reducing the annua] yalue of the benefice to about 380  And
in how many cases are there deductions which do not appear
in this caleulation?  For instance, no deduction is here made
for county rates; for money sunk at entering on the benefice ;
for money sunk in charge on giebe house paid to predecessor;
for improvements not chargenhle to successor ; for money spent
in keeping glebe house in repair; for which last item it may
be doubted whether 5 per cent. on the gross value be, in many
cases, too large a deduction; nor for the money, which, after
all one's carefulness, he may be obliged by a Commission of
Dilapidations to pay to his suecpssor. T'o say nothing of the
fact, that the glebe houses, being generally built before the
reductions of clerical income began, are, in many instances,
utterly disproportioned to the present value of the bencfices,
and burdened with enormous charges, to such a degree, that
many promotions would be ruinous to any clergyman who had
not g private fortune. And, when all these deductions have
been made, who is to caleulate the agmount of voluntary hene-
volence ?—not only in subseriptions to dispensaries, fever hoss
pitals, religious societies, &c.—but in mere alms,—in a country
almost destitute of a resident gentry—where, to say nothing of
the numbers of our own poor, who are not quite wretched enough
to go to the poor-house, and are themselves obliged, out of
their penury, to eontribute to the poor-rates; the clergyman is
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| fourteen miles long and seven miles wi i i
f about 5,000 inhabitants. Plye surfnc%fnﬁ&“i&:ﬁl‘?{a‘:
covered by what they calleg brg, or what the mmm
would perhaps call peat, and naturally produced  nothi
ibut bea'hlar_lﬁ coal‘:;; gmsz "ITle inhabitants were lacm
n severul villages through th»isly and 2 g
villages spots of the moor had hee[x:dt‘urnem“?:‘ :::::
exhibited something approximating to fenilil‘v 3 bt the
rest of t'he :s]and presented an aspeet of utter l';arreunes-s.
'!‘hey might judge of the distance of Achill from the civia
lized part of the eountry, when he told them that it was 25
miles from a post town, At that time there were only
two small houses on the spot where the Missionary Seta
tle:}leut now staod, one of whicl he and his fumily and
assistant oceupied, and the congregation comsisted of
onk_y eight or nine persons, The natives greeted thein
arrival by hgl'}tmg bonfires on the shore, and showed a
kindly disposition tawards them by sending their children,
In great numbers to the schoels which were estahlished
by the mission. But aftev a while some of the poop people
in consequence of what they heard there, hegan to daub:
the truth of the Romish Religion, and some few of ihen\
were brought over to join the eongregation and begome
reg_ulnr auendan'ts at church, Then i§ was that the mosg
furious perseeution commenced against them ; and the
villagers were Instigated to violence against them hy the
harangues which they heard from the priests in the Roe
mish chapels. On one oceasion their supply of pmvisixg
was exhausted. The people of the settlément had ina
creased at that time so much, that the produce of the land
which they had reclaimed was not sufficient for theip
support, and they were dependent upon the country
Eeople, Owing to the want of roads, and the high surf
fr(_\m the roll of the Atlantic, it was diffieult to get sup=
plies from the main land. Almost the last basket of
potatoes was gone, and the priesthood had prohihifed in
the chapel the bringing them any food; iy enalty
of a solemn curse against those who should disregard theip
orders, and tl}ey actually set spies ta'carry them the names
of oﬁenders', in order that they might be held up in chapel
to acts of violence, Tu fact, under the orders of Dr. Maca
Hale, the Roman Catholic Archbishap it was resolved to
starve the mission out of the island, ~To meet this diffix
culty two ships were sent to o distant part of the coast
for potatoes, but on their return the surf was so rough as
to prevent their landing, After a great deal of entreaty
h‘y one of the missionaries and the officer of the Coasy
Guard, some small boats at length put off, and fortunately,

Just as they reached a dangerous reef of rocks, over which

the surf broke with tremendous violence, there was a lull
and the boats lum_ied the cargoes insafety, This appear«(t
really to bg providential ; for immediately afterwards the

gale re-commenced, gnd continued for thyee weeks with
such vioience that na vessel could approaoh the shore, Ane
otheroceurrence of a like providential desoription had alsa
accurred, They had in the missionary settleme
phan establishment, containing at present 107 children of
Roman Catholic parents, whom they were edueabing in tha

nt alarge or-

Protestant Religion. They had purchased g favm, the

better to provide their ehildren with milk and othen
necessaries, but they had not edough of mone
it, ‘;)y 1004, ﬁ"ilwhiCh the creditor had becom
and was actually on his way to the i i
e lega{ ay to the sottlement with a view
one of the stewards arrived from Newnport, the post-town
with a letter from g kind friend, enclosing a bank pos;
!nll for 1004, to relieve them from their embarrassments,
T'he Rev. Gem‘leman next guve a narrative of the cir-:
cumstances which led a friend, Doctor Adams, a physia
cian in the enjoyment of an independence and a lucrativ.
practice in Dublin, to leave his home and lagate himself
at the sa_-ttlemept, where he had for the |ast seven years
given his services gratuito
who were previougsly witho
practitioner residing withi iles of a0

lamic i e & i 31 miles of the place, He
converts made by the Missio
of aservant girl in k
recant her newly acquired Protestan
most inhuman manner, by her f:
all of whom inflicted on her pe
length he resoned her from fur
curing for hep a peg
friend at Dublin, whe
188 8 4 |ip an exemplary manner,

Y to pay fow
¢ clamorous,

proceedings, if they did not pay, when

usly to the _poor inhabitants,
ut any medical assistance, no

Xample of the persecutions to which the
) n were subject, in the case
is awn family, who, on refusing ta
tism, was tregted in g
ather, mother, and brother,
rsonal chastisement, till ag
ther ill-treatment by pro=
pectable situstion with a Christian
re she 'i)‘illd ;ix.nd_ucted herself since
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its care 352 persons who were origin:xfll;liiﬁ‘:r?nnn?‘mlﬁ:’l?:s"
and there were 30 personswho, having been brought out oi‘
the Chureh of Rome lt)iytheinstrumemalitv of the Mission
were now hymg in different parts of Ireland andbanada‘
and the United States, They had also (incllldinq the 107
orphans) 240 children receiving o seriptural eduéaliuu in
the schools, where also thvy were tanght various trades,
They had sh.oe.makel's. tailors, carpenters ; and they.
carried on_printing to a considerable extent, For one
of the orphans, who had been tanght printing, he had
just obtained a situation at Cheltenham, to \;hich he
would be sent as soon us he ( My, N.) returned to Achill;
and t!xree others, who evinced talents and a dispasition
promising to render them £t for the ministry, werg re~
ceiving an education for that purpose. ()f'conrse to
carry all this into practice, funds were necessary ; 'and
the mission had especial claims to the liberality of the
English Church. At the commencement, their plans
had the approval of the late grchbighan of T ugin; and
God had since raised up to them anuth'er friepd in the
person of the present Primate, The articles of the Eng-
lish Church represented the Mass, the prineipal part of
Popery, as a “blasphemous fable,” a %dungerous degeit,”
and in the rubrie of the Commynion service, the wnrshi’
of the Mass was spoken of a5 ‘“idolatry to 'be ahhorp g :
by all faithful Christians.” The Rev, Gentleman ha‘:-g
deseribed the doctrine of transubstantiation and the
meaning of the “elevation of the host,” and r;‘ad from
duodecim(])] pu_b‘;idfn-d at Derhy, by Richardson, in 184;
—not, as he said, from a “musty folio.”— 1 X
for the demeanour of the re?:‘y e e
djrections as to the course to he
the wafer sticking to the roof of the mouth, in which the
communicant is divected partienlarly to forbear spittin
for some time afterwards,—lgst he should spit the | orﬁ
of Glory from his mouth, Was not then the Ma;s W
blasphemous fable? He laid this down, and was res
pared to support the assertion by ar, rumel’lt that the ide
latry of the Chureh of Rome was even worse than am'
idolatry which could be found in theannals of hegthenisn
itself; and upon this he urged hig appeal to support fou‘-
the ‘\L‘hl“.l\ ission, the greyt object of whic pwas to
deliver their poor fellnw-coumrynuen from those #blas
phemous fables” and * dangerons deceits,” and *jdolatry
to be alhorred of all faithful Christians,”  The Mission
h'ud an especial elaim apon England, fn'r it was the Eng«
lish that furc_ed pnpm’g into the country, There was u
bull extant of Pape Advian [V., who was an Englishmau
giving Ireland to Heury I1,, op condition that when hx;
had sub.d ued it, he wounld bring it under the Romish yoke
And this was done, - The Mission also claimed the snp;
port of philanthropists, for they had a hospital, and furs
ther ou the ground of supplying the place of a Hamans
Society. lvwo cases of shipwrgck had occurred, in whicly
they had given relief, and ong of the vessels came frop
this very neighbourhood, from the port of Shoreham,

At the conclusion of the speech, of which the above iy

an outline, a collection was made or, in ai
the funds of the Mission, S e

pursued in the event of

—

Tue TewPLE Crurcn.—Much exeltement and diss
satisfaction has been created amongst the Templars by
thé Rev. the Master’s having suddenly sn pressed con-
sidgrable portions of the choral serviee at tﬁls church,—

surrounded either by multitudes of pauper Romanists, who
rarely, indged, would dream of applying for aid to their priest;
or else of pauper Presbyterians, who being unable to contribute
towards the stipend of their own minister, are, in the hour of
destitution and sickness, obliged to cast themselves on the
charity of the parish clergynan. 1t is not at all too much to
say that in almost all cases le is the only friend of the poor—
to him they turn for food, and medicine, and clothing. And,
if it were not for the benevolence and the exertions of the
clergymen, and that wonderful charity with which the famishing
poor of Ireland are known to share their last morsel with each
other, in very many cases during those seasons of scarcity by
which parts of Ireland are occasionally visited, multitudes must
have literally perished,—Ep. I, E.JJ. ]

[ We subjoin the following note from the Dublin Christian
Eypaminer for February :—* The two following testimonies,
given by witnesses above suspicion, deserve to be remembered.
Lord Plunket describes the clergy of Ireland to be fa most
exemplary and deserving body of men—mild, temperate, cha-
ritable, just—on whom no praise can be bestowed which their
conduct does not justify.’  And Sir T, Fowell Buxton, as
‘men exposed to the fire of persgcution, out of which was arisen
as pure and apostolical a ministry as the world ever beheld—he
believed that a more pure and devoted ministry the world bad
not had than the Protestant ministry of Ireland.— Annual
Register, 1835.”—EDp. Cn. ]

THE ACHILL MIESION,

He had himself, we understand, recommended to the
benehers several of the persons constituting the choir, ang
who performed the service, in tpe cathedral style, in o
very striking and impressive manner, and quite in aceqrs
dance with the collegiate character of the establishment,
The immediate consequence of the alteration has been g
great diminution of the congregation; which will, proba-
bly, fall away more and more, The following * memoria)’
to the benchers (drawn up, we understand, by Mi,
Warren) in the course of two or three days received np-
wards of 200 signatures, amongst which are many of thu
most distinguished members of the bar; and there ean be
no doubt, that had means been taken to give it grepter
publicity, the memorial would have received the signas
tures of nine-tenths of the members of the Inner and
Middle Temple. It is understood that the benchers pry
equally opposed with the members of the bar to the al-
teration _in question; * The undersigned members of youp
hon, societies beg laave most respectfully and earnegtly
to address you on the subject of an alteration in the cele-
bration of divine service in the Temple Chureh, whigh
took place on Bunday last. They allude to the suddey,
and by them most unexpected, suppression of a copsis
derable portion of the choval service, both in the mopns
ing and evening ; and of those portions, moreover, which
are amongst the most solemn and beautiful in the Liturgy
Your esmbll_shment of a complete and effective chpip i;
in such perfect harmony with the recent architectyyal

(From The Brighton Gazette of January 26,)

A meeting numerously attended was held yesterday
afternoon at the School Room attached to St James’s
Chapel, for the purpose of hearing from the Rev. E,
Nangle a statement relative to the Achill Mission. After
the meeting had been opened by a prayer from the Rev.
Mr, Maitland,

The Rev. Mr. Nangle came forward and observed that as
many of those present were probably not acquainted with
the history of the early part of the Achill Mission, he
would commence his narrative from the year 1834, when
he first removed to that island with his family, Nothing
could be conceived more dreary and desolate than the
aspect which it presented at that time. Achill was a

worse than this, on  very recent occasion, when  pa-

large island lying on the western coast of Mayo, about

restoration of the church, and in such full consistepge

with their character, spirit and design ; and is, moreovey,

so congonant with the feclings of your members, that the :
do not hesitate to express to you, and throngh you, to the
Rev, the Master, their deep regret that any cbange.should
have been made, The undersigned take this opportunijty
of geknowledging with gratitude your exertions in the
restoration and decoration of the chureh, and the exeels
lence of your arrangements in the conduet of divine sers
viee there, 'I'hey now beg you to continge those exers
tiops in the same spirit; and trusting that vou will, on
this occasion, evince your usual consideration for the
feclings and wishes of your members at large, they re-
spectfully request that the choral service of the chureh
way be regtoyed (o iis original beauty and completeness,”

ipients of the Mass, and +
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