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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

tinnally ; esswiing them also, how incessantly
he prayed for them, and how Tondly he longed
for personal acquaintance with them, and a mu-
{nal communion with them-in the things of God :
that TRy might be ¢ established,” and that nx
might be ¢ comforted togcther” with them- ver.
Gto 12, :

Another observable citcumstance js, that the
Tsuaririsy owuin of their common Christianity
ig set up, as a most prominent ohject, at the very
threshotd of his epistolary edifice, e designates
ity ¢ the Gospel of God concerning It Son Jesus
Clririst, which wos mode of the sExp oF Davip,
according o the flesh”—(ver. 3.)

Further, he maintains (he PRE-EMINENCY OF
THE RELIEVING Jew, with tespect to the privi-
Jeges of the gospel, in terms which would hardly
have heen consistent with due comtesy, in ad-
dressing a church, the majority of which were
converted Gentilcs had there not been some-
thing in their temper ¢f nind defective on that
head.
power of Gol unto salvation lo every one that

lolieveth, to Tire Jew viwsT, and also to the

Greek ;7 (ver. 16.)

‘These peculiarities would be deemed conclu-:
sive evidence, that in this cpistle, the mind of

St. Paul was bearing bard against wureasonable
anti-Jewish prejudices ; and that he might be
expected o produce whatever the subjeet really
jurnished for the anmihilation of thosc preju-
dicex, :

At {he same time, and with an evident regard
to Lhe two partics he was endeavouring to hene-
fit, Le corrects a spirit of undne presumption on
the part of any of the -lewish converts. Attaching

to Isracl on account of their pre-cininency of

privilege, he recognises a dread corresponding
yre-eminency of redponsihility to ‘God for its due
and'faithfol ‘improvement. Tle declares that the
Jodge of guick and dead, in dealing with
¢ every soul of man that docth evil,” will have
vegaril {o (heir previods comparative moral and
refigiows hdvintages, -and will visit with ven.
geance ¢ {he -Jor first and alse the Gentile 3
(th. i 9

* He still more fully‘obviates the primitive spirit
of Jeivish exclusiveness, by shewing that the
ofRr of redeeming ‘mercy was to be imade, “ for
oliedierice to the fuilh,”’ 1o produce a believing
ehedience, “among all nations :** and that =l
belicvers in Christ, of whatever tribe or lan-
gukge, were REALLY and TRULY and EQUAnLY
< feloved of God, and called to be saints ;*? cqually
admilted to a free justilication and full sanctifi-
cation ; and equally called to consecrate them-
xelves wholly to the service of God, And while
be thanks the Divine Tead of the Church in
behalf of <<alP* of that description of character,
who had been joined together ia Christian fellow-
ship «at Rome,” he breathes forth this affee-
tionate desire respecting them ¢ ani’: « (lrace
1o you, and'pecace from God ‘our Fulher and the
Lord Fesies Christ-?* (¢h. i. 510 7))

One ‘can scarcely avoid a momentary pause in
our progress, for “the purpose of adwiring the
moble and disinterested fearlessness of the holy
apostle, in his Mrithinl deating with the separate
parties, whise affections e was aiming thereby
to blend inte'more entire oneness with each other.
Hereby he teaches us, that an affectionate fide}-
ity to racn, is the ‘gespel method of promoting
unity among att. Though he is here endearvour-
ing to clevate the church-standing of his con-
verted countrymen, he was not insensible to
thcir defectiveness in various points ; not was he
unaffected by the Christian exeellencies of his
Gentile brethren, ‘though with unspating hand
he corrects their errors. Ile was a minister of tno
lare a heart to he the exclusive property even
of the party whose special cause he woull fiin
have advanced. The welfare of the entire
church was the fonilest pursnit of his consecyated,
spirit: and he specially espoused the case of the
depressed portion of the community, chiefly be-
rause he most fervently loved its redeemed and
regenerated whole, '

The conclusion of the first chapter contains a
foarfal picture of Gentile depravity, which ‘was
well suited to humble the spirits of the pagan
converts, and to ¢ put them in mind” how great-
Jy they had become indebied ta thie grace af the
Gzospel, and consequentls how hound they were.
1y every just consideralion, fo sulanit to its go-
vernment. : ) ’

The inspired writer loses, however, no oppor-
tpity of conciliating the judgment and aff-ctions

He says $cthe Gospel of Christ is the

of his Gentile brethren. Yn the suc¥ebdigg (wo
chaptérs, he most luminously shews, as (o any
hope of ‘eternal life beyond the grave, os well of
divine afceptance in the present wo:ld, since
¢ both Jews and Gentiles are ell undér sin,” that
both the one and the other, in the sight of Ged,
stand on the sawe level of moral fall and peisonal

helplessness and hopelessness; (ch. ii, §ii.) -

1t is made clearly to appear that righteonsness,
or justification of person before God, cannot come,
cither to the one by the law of natare, or to the
other by the law of Moses, Hence each equally
needed the intervention of Chriist’s atoning sa-
ciifice.  And this argement of ¢qual emergency,
in their original moral circumstances, isleft to
make them feel the stronger motive of mutual
sympathy and Jove. '

‘§'he Jesws were in no smeall danger of over-va-
luing themselves, and of falling inte an anti-
evangcelical reliance on this lincal descent irom
Abraliam, < the friend of ‘God I’ and on their

theie national faith.
them that while, as ‘dpeople, they certainly pos-
sessed  peculiar and  invaluable advantages,
«much every teay,” in rvegard to their cternal
interests—and ¢ chiefly>® from their having had
<eommilled unto them the oracles of God,” which
were ¢ able to make them wwise unto salvation,
through faith which is in Christ Jesus,” yet that
even these were of no veal service to them, but
just in proportion as they had been brought to
that »¢ faith” theredy.,

* With a most happy and truthful ingenuity the
apbstle ‘also proves o them, that ¢« Abraham our
Jather® had been accepted of God by a faith in
Christ which was PROSPECTIVE jn ils exercise,
ag they and their Gentile brethren had been by a
faith which was RETROsPLCTIVE ; the one looking
towards the Savionr as yet fo come, the other,
as having already come. And thal, as this mo-
mentous transaction in the life of thal vencrable
patriarch, was previous to his iniliation inte these
ccremonial peculiarities which afierivards dis-
tingwished his descendants ; and even before he
wes circumcised ; t! os¢ ceremonials and that cir-
cumeition could not be cssential to (he character
of an accepted believer in Christ.  From this
the natnral conclusion would he, that all
their uncircumecised_brethren, who had become
partakers of < that fui k of our futher Abraham,
which he had, being yel uncircumcised,” were,
equally with themselves, in a very important
sense, K the ehildren of Abraham ;** and, that
both classes of believers, formed ¢ the true cir-
cumcision®—¢ the true Israclof God.”’

T'his position must kave been rather startling
1o the deeply-rooted prejudices of many even of
the converted Jews of thay day. To the intelli-
gent and pious, however, on both siles of the
¢: urch at Rome, it must have been truly grati-
fying and bighly satisfactory. The common
bedieving paternity of allChristiuns, thus evinced,
proclaimed their common and equal brotherhood,
and the {raternal sympathy and love they were,
in common, honnd to cherish, on that acceunt,
towards each other; (ch. jii. and iv.)

Having brought both Jewish and Gentile con-
verls wpon THE SAME COMMON GROUND, of matual,
spiritual, relationship to ¢ .ihe father of the faith-
fily?? as the patriarch Abraham has been termed ;
the inspired apostle leads them unitedly on 10 a
more particular and devount review of their still
more cventful mutual meral relavionship to God ;
(ch. v, 1.) Ile dwells ou the iafinite love from
which it proceeded—the returning grateful love,
on their part, which it justly demanded toward
God in Christ—the moral purity to which it was
intended to Iead—and the unspeakadle advan-~
tages of present grace and eternal glory connected

<
therewith 3 (ch. v, to viii.)

In this part of the epistle, there are some most
interesting discussions and illustrations of points
of fuith and practice, in which they would all
fecl the most lively common interest. These,
however, will never lose their preciousness,
 while any part of the chureh of Christ shall con-
tipne <« militant.hiere on carth.” .

Tntending to pursue the analysis 1o the con-
clusion of the epistle,

I remain,
Dear Sir, yours,
AN DUMELE BELIEVERIN & MILLEXNIUM YET To
EX FRODUCED BY THE Gosprl o CHRisT.
Near Lake Champlain,
March £, 1844 g

guilt and unholiness, and most ulter and entire|

prescribed performance of the ceremonials of
St. Paul demenstrates to

MISCELLANEOUS..

THE SHEPHERD-DOC,
No1wiTiisTanDIxG his wild and melancholy logks
he is pulient, perscvering, and most faithfully a:.
tachtd to his master. It is curious o sce oy
carefully in this comntry he will gather and drive
o flock of sheep, with mare skill than- any man
or boy conld doit. Bulin the Highlands of Scot.
land, where the winters are long and severe, and
the snow-diifts are very deepameng the moun.
tains, those dogs are still more useful s and won-
detful stories are told of their sense and faithfyl.
ness.  The following is known to be a true ona,

The valleys, or glens as they are there ealled
amongst the Grampian mountains, are chiefly in:
habited by shepherds. There are no fences o
boundaries in these wild parts, bt every shep-
herd has his own range, which reaches ro fyr
that he never sees the whole of his flock tagether
except when they are collected for shearine,
Every day he has to zo to the distant parts of his
range, and with his {aithful dog to turn back any
straggling sheep that might wander beyond his
own bounds into his nei%ﬁbonr’s Tands. “Inono of
these rambles a shepherd took his Jittle boy, a.
hout three years old, as is the custom with the
|Highlandcrs, to season them to "the cold of the
climate. After going about the pasiures for some
time, the shepherd with his dog climbed a very
steep hill, that he might gain a wider view of his
 scattered flock. But fearing to tire the child, he
left him in a sheltered s;ot, charging him not 1o
stir till he came back. But hardly had he reach-.
ved the top of the hill, when the sky was sudden.
ly darkened hy one of the very thi.l- mists which
often come down suddenly on these mountains,
and shut out every object from the eye, The
father, feeling anxions for his child, hastened
down ; mt owing to the darkness and his owp
fright, he Jost his way. Jle wandered long amone
the dangerous bogr and waterfalls which abours!
in these deserl places, tiMl wight came on ; stili he
went on and on till he came to the edge of the
mist, and then he saw by the lizht of the moon,
that he had yeached bisown valley, and was wits-
in a shoit distance of his cottage. ~ It was impos.
sible to rencw the search for the poor child that
night ; but as soom as inoming began to dawn Le
set out with a parly of his neighbours. Al that
day he crossed the mountaihs to-and fro, looking
into ¢very dark hollow and cleft ; bot o no pmlz
pose. The dag, howerer, bad rete ned hore,
and after receiving his uswal allowance of cake
had run off, and was still absent.  Pay aftes dav:
the heari-broken father renewed his search, snd
the neighbouring shepherds left the care of their
flocks to seek for the lost child in every part of
their different ranges: but still in vain. There
was not the least mark af a small footstep en the
damp grass.  The father straimed | s earto Jis.
ter ; but there was no feeble cry n.ixed with the
loud roar of the waterfalls and the bleating of the
flocks. Yelt still when he came back to the col-
tage at night, he found that the dog hiad beep fer
his allowance of food, and then had pone oF
again.  Being struck with this, he staid at bome
till the dog set off again with his cake, and fol-
lowed him.  The faithful creatnre Jed h'm to 2
wild waterfall .nt some distance from the spoi
where the child had beendeft. 1t was 2 dy sdful
place. The high ¢lifls on cach side wtmest met
together at the top, but below it was a foarful
dark hollow.  The dog instantly began to make
his waygiown one -of those stecp hills, and :t
last went into a cave nearly close to the roaring
waterfall.  The shepherd followed with dificul.
ty. Yon may guecss what he felt when he saw
his boy there, safe, eating the cake which the dos
had brought, while the faithful animal stood by
watching him with looks of pleasure. :

From the child’s own account, and the place in
which he was found, it appcared that he had
wandered to the.edge of the cliff, and:then cither
fallen or scrambled down {illhe reached the care
—when there, the fear of the waterfulls prevent-
ed his leaving it. The dig, hy means of his
scenty had tracked him to the spol, apd then bad
hindered him from starving by giving wp to him
his daily allowance. e sesmed never to have
left the ¢hild night or day, except when he went
home for, his food, and then he was seen running
at full speed to and from the cottage.

KATUNAK BISTORY OF TIIE IIONEY DES,
Tis hee, when collecting the pollen of flowers,
which constitules the < bee bread,” never passes




