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POETRY. «l nir; now ready to be offered, and the time| < In epite of all the sophisters Rocking (-
: . of my departure is at hand. T have fought a|round h#m in the first days of his illness, he
FOR THE CHRIETIAN MIRAOR. ) good fight, | have finished my course, I have|gave signs of wighirg to return to God whom
LINES, ) kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up

»Y MES. J. R, SPGONER.

IVHEN evening shades arc goathering fasi,
And moon and stars their glory cast, -
O esrth and'sca and sky,
1 love to gaze on high, and trace ’
The wonders-of that glarious place,
In all that meets the eyé:

How pure and holy ssems the Yight,
Shed o'er the darkness of the night,
By-all the stars abose..
A solemn feeling scems to rise,
As thus 1 commune with the skies,
And with a God of love.

1 Yook down on the world below,
Distressed by tumult, cares, 2nd wo,

' And vanity and pride ;
And marvel much that men should give
“Their hearts to things that cannot live—.
: That cannot long abide ;

And tnrn 2way (rom holy things,
“I'o quench their thivst at carthly springs,

: Where heaven is all forgot !
If there are those so callous grown, b4
No influcnce they of nature own,

I envy not their lot.

.iBe it my fate My heart to raise,
‘To God with high aspiring praisc,
In such an hour as this <
‘To soar in thonght through yonder spheres,
While to my fancy’s eye appears,
A sight of heaven’s bliss.
December, 1842,
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GENERAL LITERATURE.

Fromthe London Christian Observer.
THE HORRORS oFr VOLTAIRE'S LAST DAYS.

‘W lay before our readers a remarkable letter,
respecting the last days of Voltaire, from Dr.
“Tronchin to M., Bonnet; which had continued
in manuscript till the recent publication at
Lausanne of an < Essai sur la Vie de Tissot,
contcnant des lettres inedites du - Tronchin,
Voltaire, Haller, Zimmerman, Rousseau, Bon-
03¢, Stanislaus, Auvguste i, Napoleon Buona-
parte, ete., par Ch. Eynard.” Several ac-.
oounts were given.io the world, shortly’ alter
Voltaire’s death,.of his closing.days: and some
of them . quite contradictory ;. for Diderot; D’-
Alembert, and.others of his infidel friends, as-
scrted that he died ashe ‘had lived; that is;
that he ‘was'to the last a hardéned infidel, be-
traying neither terror nor remorse. The lapse
of sixty-four-: yedrs has so far .cleared up the
facts, whicl contemporary partizauship en-
deavoured,: for. .the gredit .of . infidelity, 4o con-
csal, thatfew persens, we presame, would now.
be ‘found-to maimain-that the ldet days of this
wretéhed mian’ Were not foll of Bitterness .
deipait, ; ‘dispdyTig the. moat’ 'dwful. comtrast
to. tha, aith, peace, hope, iiid joy, of e ex-|
piring helicyer, . whg, like, St. . Paul, can : 6ay,.

when his eye is closing upen all earthly scenes, [

jto die’is gain ;”
| description must be the dying moments of one

ére’ pot' full of bitterness and }--

for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day.” To such 1o live is Christ, and
but how miserable beyond

who entertaing no hope beyond the grave;
who looks back with remorse on the past, and]

{ forward with terror to the future; and if told

of a Saviour, thinks of him but as having ha-
ted and blasphemed him, and as dreading to

| appear before his tribunal. Chesterfield wish-

ed only to < slecp out the remainder of the
journey in the carriage ;> but the Jast days of
Voltaire exhibit a tersific proof that infidelity
affords no downy pillow for the flumbers of a
dying man. Awmong the inedited correspon-
dence now published by M. Eynard, is the
letter to which we have alluded, from Dr.
Tronchin, one of Voltaire’s physicians, to M.
Bonnet at Gznewa, which strongly corroborates

{ the statemrent published by the Abbe Barmel,

in'his ¢ History of Jacebinism.” The occur-
rence -in thatletter of the comparison of Vol-
taire to Orestes tormented by Furies, shews
that Barruel, or whoever firat published Tron-

| quin’s temark, must have had it cither from
] his ewn lips, or frem this identical letter.

-As Barruel’s narrative is nccessary for com-

| parison, and as some of our readers may not

be able promptly to refer to it, we will trans-
cribe it. :

+ Tt waz during Voltaire’s last visit to Paris,
when his triumph was complete, and he had
even feared that he should die with glory,
amidst the acclamations of an infatnated
theatre, that he was struck by the hand of
Providcnce, and fated to make a very diflerent
termination of his career.

¢« In the midst of his triumphs, a violent he-
morrhage raised apprehensions for his life.
D’ Alembert, Diderot, and Marmontel hastened
to support hisresolution in hislast moments,
but were only witnesses to their mutual igno-
miny, as well as to hig own.

¢ Here let not the historian fear exaggem-
tion. Rage, remorse, reproach, and blasphe-
my, all aceompany and characterize the long
agony of the dying atheist. His death, the
most tertible ever recorded to have stricken
the impious man, will not be denied by his
companions in impiety. Their silence, how-
cver much they may wish to deny#t, is the
least of those corroborative prooss which might
be adduced. Not one .of the sophiders has
ever dared to mention any sign given of reso-
lation or tranquillity, by the premier chief,
during the space of three months, which elap-
sed from the timc he avas crowned in the
theatre, until his decease.  Such asilence ex-
presses how-great their humiliation svas in his
death ! Co
« It was in his return from the theatre, anc
in the midst of the toils he was resuming ir
order to, acquire fresh applause, when Vol
taire: was warped that the long career of his

impiety was drawing to an end.

he had so often blasphemed. He called for
the priest who ministered to Him whom he
had sworn to crush, under the appellation of
the Wretch. His danger increasing, he wrote
the following note to the Abbe Gavltier :—
< You had promiscd, eir, to ccme and hear me,
1 entreat you would take the trouble of calling
23 soon as possible.’ Signed, ¢ Voltaire. Pa-
ris, the 26th Februory. 17782

« A few days after this he wrote the fol-
lowing declaration, in the prezence of the
same Abbe Gaulticr, the Abbe Mignct, and
the Marguis de Villevieille, copied from the
Minutes deposited avith Mr, Momet, notary, at
Paris;

s <J, the under-written, dcclare, that for
these four days past, havirg becn afilicted
with a vomiting of blaod, at the age of cigh-
ty-four, and not having been abhle to drag my-
self to the church, the Rev. the Rector of St
Sulpice having been pleased to add to bis gocd
works that of sending to me the Abbe Gaultier,
a priest, I confessed to him ! and if it pleasa
God to dispose of me, [ die in the Holy Ca-
tholic Church, in which 1 was born j hoping
that the dixine: merey will deign to pardon »il
my faults. If ever 1 have scandalized the
Church, 1 ask pardon of God and of the
Church. Second of March, 1778, Signed,
¢ Voltaire. In presence of the Abbe Mignot,
my nephew, and the Marquis de  Villevieille,
my friend.’

¢« After the two witnesses had signed this
declaration, Voltaire added these words, co-
pied from the same minutes :—¢The Abbe
Gaulticr, my confessor, having apprised nie
that it was said among a certain set of people,
T should protest against cvery thirg 1 did ac
my death; T declare [ never made such a
speech, and that it is an old jest, attribwted
long since to many of the learned,more enlight-
ened than Tam.

¢« Was this declaration a {resh instance of
his former hypocrisy T for he had the mean
hypocrisy, cveninthe midst of bis efforts -
goinst Christianity, te rceeive the sacrament
regularly, and to do other acts of religion.
merely to be able to deny his infidelity, if ac-
cused of it.

¢ Unfortunately, after the explanations we
have seen him give of his exterior acts of re-
ligion, might there not heroom for doubt 7 Be
that as it may, theve is a pullic homage paid
tothatreligion in which he declared he mear:t
to die, notwithstandirg his having perpetually
conepired against it durirglife.  This decla-
ration izalre signed Ly the same friend and
adept, the Marqui= de Villevieille, to whom,
cleven years before, Voltaire was wont to
wrile, ¢ Conceal your march from the cremy,
in your endeavours.fo crush the Wrelch I’

¢ Voltaire had permitied this declaration 1o
be carried to the rector of St. Sulpice, and the
archhishop of Pari¢, 1o know. whether it
would be sufficiecnt. When the Abbe Gaul-
tier returned with the answer, 1t was impogei-

hle for him to gain ndmittance to the patient,



