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iVnrN evening shades arc gathering fast,
.And -Don and stars their giory cai,

O'cr earth and Ïea and Shy.
1 love te gaze on high, and trace
The wonder. of that gierioqi place,

In &il that meets te eyr.

How pure tai boly mensa ia liglit,
Shed o'er th~e darkneos of lte niqht,

By ail the stars aboc..
À solemn feeling accrus te risc,
As tua 1 commune with lIse skies,

And with a GodI of love.

1 leu% down on thse world belon,
Distressed by tumuli, carés, rnd no,

And vuanity and pride;
And Marvel mucis that men should Cive
Their hearts to thIngs that Cancot livc-.

That cannot lon- abide;

And trr a-way frim holy things,
To quéeh thor thirst nt caxrUt.Y sprISigs,

lVhere heavcn is ail forgot 1
af ihere arc those 150 callous grown, k
-No influence tlscy of nature oivni,

1 envy net their lot.

.iBe it my re.te smy heart ta rmise,
ToGod iwiih isigh lapiring praise,

Ii such an hour as ibis
To soar in thoiight titrougis yondcr spiscrcs,
lVhiie to sny reie,'. eye appears,

A fiight of hoivcn'a Sui6s.
DMcentier, 1842.
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THE HORRORS 0F VOLTAIRE'S LAST DAYS

Wa lay befere ourreadersa remnarkableletter,
iesnpéceting the lest days of Voltaire, from Dr
Trenchin ta M. Bonnet; wvhich hall continued
'in nianuscript il the recent publication a
Lausanne of an "1Essai sur la Vie dIe Tissol
contenant dés lettres inedites du Tronchini
Voltaire, Haller, Zimmermar, Rousseau, Bon
ii-t, Staniislius, Auguste ii, Napoleon Bitons
parte, cte., par" Ch. Eynard." Severai ne,
ounts we re .givem.a to the wbrld, shortiË. gfte
Voitaire's deàth,"Qfhis-clusiingdaye: and tom
,of therns. quite contradic.tory ; for Diderot, Dl
Alembert, and others of hie infidel friendo, as
scrted that hie died as hie lind rived ; that is
-that he Was to tise' laît'a hi4éned infidel, bc
îraying neither'torror iur trsuorse. The lape
ofityuyer bssoTe.erd up, th
facts, whiich contempoas prtiushpe
deavoured,: Lor. lise rrsed.of, inlidelity,to, con
*e.àalthatfwsreeswerrae would no~
be foànd-te maîni'tWnithtit theinet days orthi

wreebed an~êss pt fliofbtt'rnssan
slepa~ ; is~~yIig he.n~ot ~fulcoritra

10 .,the,'âi n1g !iepg, anI 'joy., &lfex
pirnglçle#e, #.p .Ii#st,., Paul,'casn spY

wbec bis eIye àa c.losing upon ail earthly !icenes

"I amn now.ready ta bc ofi'ercd, and the time
of mydeparture is nt hand. 1 have fought a
gondl fight, 1 have finished sny course, 1 have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteou8ness., wvlich thse
Lord, the righiteeus Judge, shall give me az
that day."1 To suc.h ceto live is Chri>t, and
ta die ia gain ;" but how rnioerable beyond
description must bc the dying moments of one
who entertains. no hope beyond tIhe grave;
Who Ieoks back with remerge on tise past, and
forward svt. terrer ta tlice future; and il told
of a Saviour, thinks of isini i>ut as liaving ha-
ted "nd bL-npbeiised hlmt, and &s drebding te
sippear before hie tribunal.* Chesterfield vvish-
ed offly *e e4slecp eut thc remainder of flic
journey tin tie 4cerriage ;" but the hast days 01
Voltaire exhibit a tenific proof tlinat infidelity
afiords no downy piliow for tliel#umbers of n
dying man. Ansong thle inediteil correspous-
dence 'saw published by M. Eynard, is thie
letter te svhich vie have aillided, from Dr.
Tronchin, one of Voitnire's physicians, ta M.
Bonnet at Ge-neva, ivhichi itrongiy corrohorates

*the statemaut published by the Abbe Barniel,
in bis elHiâtory oJcbsim'The occur-
retre in thatiletter of the comparison of Vol-
taire te Orestes torînented by, Furies, shewî
thtBnrruel, er whoever firet p 'ubished Tran.
quîn'ls remark, must have had il, cithier franc

*hie eovn lire, or from iiiis identicol lctter.
-As Barruel's narrative is, necesary for coin.

parison, and as some of our readers xnma nu
bie able promptly to refer te il, we %%îll trans.
cribe lt.

£4It wra3. duringVoltaire's mest visit te Pari,,
ien his triurnph ivas complote, and lie bac

even fcared thant lie should die ivitîs glory
amidlit the acclamations of an infattiateq

*theatre, that lie «vas stwuck lsy the hand o
Providence, and fated te make a very dilleren

*termination cf hie career.
ceIn thle midset of hie triumpli.s, a violent lie

rnorrhage raised apprehiensions for his lift
~D'Alembert, Diderot, and Marmontel bastene

te support hie resolution in hie lest montsn
cbut were enly witnesseq. te tbeir inutual igno

t miny. as iveli as ta llim o.OW
ce Here ]et nlot tIse historien fear exaggeri

,tien. Rage, remorse, reproacis, asnd blasphie
-my, ail stceompany and characterize thec ]on

ggony of the dyirmg atheist. Ilis deatîs, th
ineet terrible ever recorded te hiave istuieke

r the-impious man, wiIl net be denied lxi' Iii
e companie-s in impiety. Theitr tileuce., h.ot
- ever mucls they may wish te deny, t, le UIl
s- lep$t ef those corroborative proo;s ivbÀcài m)gl

sbe àdduc.ed. Net one -of thie wiplbltcrrs lîr
ever daTed te mnention assy sign jiven of' Tes(

e lûtion or tranquillity, 11>y the premier cii
e during ise space of tÈicree montha, whicis elai

s- ed from the lime lie waïs erewned ia Ùii

w. presses 150-v. greot tiueir humniliation wzis in là
ia -death
d * Il was in hie retturn from Ilie lheatre, ar
st lathe m'sdit of the toils lie wasi resuming i

.order te acquire treeli applause, when Vo
,.tatire was werned that flic long career of là
., impîety was drâw.ing te an end.

lIn Epite of ail tise sopiiers P.ocking , -
rotind h in tie first dnve of lus ilineesu', lie
Cave signis of %vi!lciîcg to return to Ccci «botns
lie liad so oflen lisplsemctl. He calicul for
the pricait *who ministered ta Ilim whoni ise
1usd sworn te crush, titiller the appellation of
thaWrctchi. 111 danger increa:sixg, he wrotc.
the folloeving note te fic Abbe~ Gaultier.c-
' You head promied, air, te ccme anti licar mue.
1 entrent you vvould faate tise trouble of caiiing
tes soon as 1psiabIe.' Sigried, 'Voltaire. Pa-
ris, tic 26t1s Fcbruary. 1 î78.'

"9A few days after îii,. lie wrete ile fol-
lowircg derlaration, in ilie preEence cf the
samne Abbe Gaultier, the Abbe Mignc.t, ans!
thse Marquis de Viiievieiiie, copied frconi the
.Minutes dejpssiteil vi th M~r. Mýomnet, motary, nt
Paris-

ce el, Ille uader-wrsucen, declare, that for
ihiese fousi dayi; past, linvir.g heen aifilicteul
with a vormiicg of liod, nt tc age cf cigi-
ty-four, and nlot hanving been ahle te drng sn-
self ta the thurch, thse Rcv. the Rector cf St
Suipice having been pleateed te add to bis gocd
wvoricp that ofsending te me tie Abbe Gaulîtier,
a prieât, 1 co'nfese6ed to liii! asnd if it plene
Ged toêdispose cf me, 1 dli in the Hely Ca-
tholicChurch, in whîch 1 ivas berni ; hoping,
that thiéî dideniercy sviii deign Io p-ardon vuit

Imy faulta. If evor i htave scaus<lized lte
Churc-li, 1 asic pardon of Cod and cf tise
Church. Second of M1arci, 177S.' Signed,

i c'Vollaire. In prescnce of tihe Abbe Mignot,
my ncphev-, and tise Marquis de Villevielle.
sny frcnci.'

"cACter tlic tivo witncsrci. luad higrucci tiis
1 ileclarotion, Voltaire addcd theso wordu, to.(-

,pied from thse samne nminutes :-c Tise .Abbe
1 G1.ultier, mnY confesser, li-aving ipprieed nae
f tlint it was said among a certain eet of peuple.
t 1 shsouid prote"t aý&snst cvcry untirg i dàd tcf

sny deatîs ; 1 declare 1 flevcr malle sucil a
Fpech, end tîsat itle asn oid ,jm~, n.ttiiîutlc
long sunce tc many of it Iemsdsirenliglsî-

il ened titan I m.'
c, "Was this delrtnsn fre.li instance ef

his former hypocrisy ',iir lie lad tie meat.i
sypoc-risy, even in tise iiiitist of is eflortsa -

igainst Christinnity, to i-cebve the Fncrament
reguissriy, a-i te du other aicts of relig:on.

og merely tc ho able te deny bis iniidelilv, if mcc-
e cuccec cf il.
n le;Usfrtstntly, afier tIhe exple-natbonte we
is ha-Ve t;een ibm give cf hiî exterier acos cf re-

-ligioen, sniglit these not Ibe roncs» for douhit 1 Bc
e that as il inat, thîce iq a1 publi.c hisaa paid
it tothant religion in vvirh lie declared hie ieait
sus te die, nohcstcniglis iavissg perr.esriliy

s-c.oelipired nglinizi il (issrivg lîfe. This clecla-
f, ration s uslu' siigneul l'y ie qa-me friend i asd
)- adept, ihe Malrqiiis de Tillevieilic, te .% hory,
e elevcsî yc.asrs before, Voltaire %vasi lanît

%vrite, ' -Content ycsur marci from the en'.y.,
ie in yotir encleavourii- Io crysh. Mie Wreich P'

"cVoltaire hall permitseci tlsis declaretion 14>
ie he cnriried ta tise rescior of St. Sulice, end tie
r nrchh)iFhcp cf PariF4, Io 4cno)w, %whîether it
i. would be sufficient. Wicen the Abbe Gauli-
ls tier returned ivith tIse antwere it m-aa impeasi-

'île for hlm te gain admittance te thua patient,


