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FIRE RECORD—INSURANCE.
: QUEBEC.

Quebee, Dec.’ 22.-- The premises oceupied Ly
Mr. Shepherd burnt. - Mr, Thom occupied one
end of the building, Also hurnt. Insurance:
€2,000 on building in Commercial Union, 21,000
Shepherd's furniture in North British and $3,000
on stock in London Assurance. Mr. Thom
tully insured in Sovereign.

-~ NEW BRUNSWICK.

St Jokn, Dee. 22.—~Abram & RKert's {oundry
and machine shops partially destroyved, Loss
{40,000 ; insured. Chatham, 24.—The Benson
block, G. Stothard’s hardware store, a_portion
of stock of the Mirnmichi bookstore:and con-
feetionery store” of  Miss Stables, destroyed.
Total loss S10,000; insured: for $3,500. St
Jokn, 21—The . New  Brunswick Cordage
Works, owned by T. Connor & Son, destroyed,
Tnsurance not correctly known, bu tsaid to be
%5,000 in Commercinl Union and some in {,on-
don & Lancashire and Citizens. . Loss, $8,000.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Halifuz, Dec. 26— Waoden building owned
by estate of £, Jost damaged. Confeuts, owned
by W. A. Hope and ' G. F. Hope, insured for
400 in Queen,

FFinancial any Gommercial,

MONTREAL WHOLESALE MA RKETS.

THURSDAY, - 28Lh Dec., 1882,

The duliness in wholegale trade incident to
the Xmns holidays ‘reached ihe  climax this
week, and the year closes with marked quictude
in nearly all depavtments, but with good pros-
pects . generally for the opening of “new year.
Merchants are busy ‘ bulancing their books, to
see low they stand, and. preparations. for the
renewed activity - usually experienced in Janu-
ary seem to be receiving. the largest share of
altention. Dry goods, ns usual : at this period,
are especinlly dull, but the buyers in" the Eng-
lish markets are homeward bound, and pros-

peets for a satisfuctory - Spring trade .are” con- |

sidered fairly good: The'suow roads in Eagtern
Ontario and this Province continue fairly good,

but in Toronto and éome other Western centres’
there has been no sleighing  for o weck, and .

this, together with the mild weather, has. inter-
fered with retail business in- heavy winter
goods ; accordingly, remittances this;week have
not been, on the whale, as good as they might
have been, Money ' is readily. obtnined at the
banks, on'good collnterals at . 7 to 74 per cent.,
as to name and date, and stoel loans are ob-
tainable at 7 per cent. at bank on cull ; between
brokers the rates on call and short time are 6
to 63. In Sterling Exchange there has been
little business doing ;  sixty-day bills between
banks negotinted at 1083, demand drafts at
100¢, and over the counter the rate is 1083,
Drafts on New Yotk sold ~ at § to 4 prem. The
stock market has continued - quiet, under’ the

holiday influences, the week: having been great-

ly broken by adjournments- for Xmas and to
:allow the members of the -Board to attend the:
funeral of Sir. Mugh Allan. There’has been an
evidentimprovement  in the -mairket -the Iast
two.days, however, - values being considerably
stronger for most securities onfthe list. - Bank
of Montrenl sold upto 1993 to-day, with buyers
closing at that figure,and 200 asked. Commerce

advanced 14 per cent to-day, ‘and x\Ierclmn'ts_vl. :

Ontarlo fell off § per cént." Richelien and City
Gas nlso suffered a . fractional -decline. Tho

o

Nortliwest Land Oo. was quoted at 47s 6d to-:
day. See table of quotations on another page.
Qur usnal annual {able of the highest and low-
est values of slocks in this market during the
year will most probably appear m the next
issue. .

‘Boors-AxD Suors.—Few houses have yet sent
out ‘representniives with snmples of spring
goods; indeed, owing to the lock-out -trouble

with the Iasters, nearly all the mannfacturers
hiwve got greatly behind. with their ovders for
spring worlk, but while the " striking " lasters
are’ nearly all holding -out still against the
agreement they were asked to sign, their places
are being rapidly filled by new men, who up to
the present have mostly worked in other de-
partments. . Tho lasting of a shoe does not
require much skill, manufacturers state, and can
be learned in a couple of weeks. = There are
only 350 to 400 lasters in Montreal, and as new
ones can be thus easily acquired, the old ones
seem likely to be supplanted it they do not re-
turn to work on the manufacturers’ terms, viz.,

that they shall not be interfered with by the -

Union in- the exercise of their right to employ
whomw- they please in the factories. The prac-
tieal vesult then' will bé the employment in
future of girls upon fine *lasting " work, and
the introduction of machinery for heavy work.
A committee has been appointed by the Manu-
facturers’ Association to inspect certain ma-
chines now in use in the States, early in January
next. - Payments. ‘gencrally continue good.

- Dry Goons.—The usual Xmasg holiday Iull
pevails. The travellers are all at home, they
having found it useless to attempt sales to the
country merchants. this weck. Stock-tuking
and balancing books keep the stafls in several

. houses siill engaged, and’ in some; others the

firm's travellers and heads of departments were
busily employed marking samples of new goods,.
and preparing geuerally for the spring cam-
puiga to be entered upon next month. - Retail
trade in both city and country is reported good,:
and :payments continue fairly satisfactory.

. Damy Propuce.—There has been little busi-
ness' done here in' buiter during . the weel;
stocks of all kinds are believed to be only

" moderate, and the bulk of the supply is held ;
by one’ firm, who will probably export it to.

Great Britain or-the States.  The  offerings,
therefore, in this market are quite” light, and
prices. rule firm. . A’ lot of about 40 packages.
common summer - grade was sold yesterday at

19c for “the local trade, and a lot of rolls in-
cnses at 21c; Advices from' Morrisburg state '

that orders have been received there divect from
Liverpool for fine butter, at prices which may
probably lead to further -business. The firm:
tone of the cheess market noted. last week has

been sustained, but business bas been confined .

to supplying the local trade. Fancy September.
make ig not to be had at under 13¢.. In New,
York holders of fine and faney stock of: butter
and cheese are very confident of ‘the situation
and are only willing 1o negotiate on a basis o
extreme’ price, the accumulation- being - suffi-
ciently well under control.. Buyers, however,
figure. clogely to - actual wants and positive
orders, - S
Groceries.—The business doing in the whole--
sale grocery line is, ag usunl at-this. season,
moderate ; valucs of goods may be - called very
liftle altered: for ~chief staples. ~Zeas.—There:

i is no pressure of stocks of desivable Japans in

chief markets, and from Japanintimation comes

. confirming the reéport that attractive Teas with -
“valne are coming forward very slowly:. - Prices
‘.are practically unchanged and ‘firm- for- good -

Teas. - The removal of - United . States duty of
10 per cent as stated to come in force there-1st
January opens the door for shipment to United
States, and ~it; is -expected that'some Teas.
lying - here will:- go ' forward. - Sugars.—
~—A steady " 'and . ‘unchanged .- market . for
all “kinds~—not” much’ business’ to report.

_chnage. Rice keeps at former values.

Molasses dull but with quotations that may be
repeated from last week, - Syrups’ also without
Coffees.
—A firmer tone and some advance in United
Slates markets. . Bottom in this article scems
to have been fairly reached, and some reaction’
has set in.” Not for many years has the lovers’
of genuine Coffees a more favorable apportunity
of getting supplies low. Spices—Pepp r con-
tinues high, possibly s]ight{y relaxed. White
Pepper scarce. Other Spices quiet. . Fruits.—~
Valentins rather  firmer and slightly - higher.
Good quality held 7§¢ on heavy lots up to 84c;
some extra held 84c to 94c. Malaga Layers
continue searce. Loose Muscatels dull. - Lon-
don. Layers in some _request. - Currants,
Sultanas, Figs, Prunes c;uiet. Alnionds a little
higher abroad, also . Waluuts.. Filberts ' dull.”’
Brazil nuts very high at all points,

Frour Anp. Gratx.—The English whate
markets have assumed a bholiday aspect since
our last report, but, while little business has
been done, ihe tone of prices has ‘conlinued.
steady. Cnble advices to-day report the markets
quiel but firm. ~ The amount of breadstufls-on .
passage to the continent show a decrease of
40,000 qrs. wheat and imports in the United
Kingdom for the week - show un increase of
045,000 qrs.- wheat, and 20,000 qvs. corn, as com-
pared ‘with corvésponding week lastiyear. The
Western wheat markeis are telegraphed aboot
steady to-day at: yesterddy's closing- figures
The local breadstuffs market has been devoid
of life or interest all week, the only business
{ranspiring being in small lots : for the local
trade. The tendency in velnes  for flour is
downward, as ‘the market rules easy, but- for .
grain there is no change to note from last week.

Drugs "axp Cummicans,—The demaund: for
goods in thig line continues extremely light,
and not wmuch improvement is expected until

“townrds the end-of January.. Stocks of goods .

so far ag. can be ascertained are pretty full;

with  the exception of Sal Sode, the stock of « </~

which is rather light; the price is therefore n .
little - higher. The English market remaing
dull bat firm. TFor forward delivery and "also
for yearly contracts, there is more enquiry ; but
go far there has been -little actual business.
Shipment ~“of ~chernicals from -Liverpool " to
Canada for November, 1882 :~—345 tons, against
608 tons for Nov., 1881. L : R
Furg.—~Offerings have ' “increased somew hat, .
but the local demand hasbeen pretty fully sup--
plicd, and the bulk of stock now coming to

“market will have to be exported; hence the

trade looi for lower prices. Liast week’s figures.
are still maintained,  however, "ag ‘follows:
Mink, $1 ; red fox, $1.20 ; 10]$1.25 marten, $1;
otter, $8 to $10; beaver, $2 to $2.50 per'lb;
skuni, 60c to $1 ; bear, $8 to $10 for large and -
$4 to $5 for small 5. lynx, $2 to$2.50.,. '
Frriaurs.—The winter rates from M ontreal to :
Liverpool via Portlund are :—For heavy grain,
7s 6d per qr. of 480 lbs; flour, 48 3d ‘per barrel ;- -
in bags, 3bs- per .ton. Ashes—Pots, 37s:6d ;
peauls, 46s. " Butter and checse, 45s per gross:
ton; Apples, 58 per brl. . R
Live Sroox.—Shipments of live ‘stock “from
Canada to Great Britain for week ending’ De- .
cember - 30th, 1882, as reported by Mr. C. H.~

'+ Chandler, insurance and shipping agent, are as '
“follows *—Via' Portland : "SS. “Prussian’ to.
“Glasgow, 85 cattle. Via New York: SS. “ Lake

Huvon'! 1o Liverpoo}, 825 sheep. Via Boston:
SS. # Vietoria® to Liverpool, 650 sheep. Total |
this week, 85 cattle, 1,475 :sheep. Total last -
week, -645 cattle, 1,635 sheep, - Total to date, —
42,925 cattle, 80,996 sheep, i - :

" HARDWADE “AKD Ino¥.—General “business is

naturally very quiet, at this. time of year,and

valugs, though for the most part’ unchanged,

indicate & strong, upward tendency for iron and
metals. - The leading houses have not yet quite

- finished _stock-taking, and .although ‘the books . .
“are notyet -balanced, the trade are- generally . .




