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" THE: NATIONAL POLICY.
THR opponents of the National Pollcy
have made the announcement that it is to
be put on its trial. " This is good news: for
those who uphold it. The couutry is to be
called upon- to expxess its “opinion. ' The
electors are to have their memories re-
freshed. The skilled artists engaged are
already engaged on the canvas which is to
commemorate the condition to which the
country was reduced when the National
Policy was conceived. The closed factorles,
the deserted towns and cities, the vacant
houses, the lifeless past and the hopeless
future prospects c.f Canada are to be again
paraded aud the electors are .to be asked
whether it would not be better to return
to these *“the ﬂeshpots of Egypt” rather
than continue to comlnt with the keen
eompetmon “which now- prevails in.. all
branches of 0111 ‘home lndustrles “Down
" with taxation ” is thecry of the pessxmlsts,
“ Down with _protection " is the watchword
of the enemles of Canadas ploo'ress ;
“Away with the National Policy,” w hich
has doue so much for the artizan, the
opérative and the sous of toil venerally, is
the frenzied yell of the dlsappomted poli-
tician, who sees in Oauadas pro"resv the
death-kuell of hls polltloal Aaspirations.
The idea of amuu puttluo' the Natxonal
Policy on tua,l after ‘so mauy tuals have
been had,. is no doubt the, dymg effort ol
those who. folt. chafrrmed at Canada’s pro-
gress. Look at the numerous factories
which have sprung - up. in; all directions;
count the teuns of thousands of. eontented
workmen and workwomen who earn their-
daily bread - through . these. agencies, and
then ask where would: these have. been had
the National Policy been a failure? Where
would . they have been ? . Aye, that's. the
questlou‘ In  other: lands, - where: that |
starvation, which would have.. awaited
them .here, would . have., been - -avoided.
The National - Poll(,y has built up :the
mauufactures of the countly ' These have
attracted’ the tens of - thousauds employed
in them.
the county y ‘the ‘wages they earu and’ give
employmeut to’ thousands of’ othels whose
services ‘would 1ipt be’ reqmred Thé Do-
minion of Cauada has thhm its bordei's's an
lmmensdy mcreased capltal which wduld
have been dxvu‘ted to ‘othér’ couutrlesl'but
whxch through lhls mﬂuence is provmo'ilts

rep:oductlve power here " Whers h‘rould

These tens of lhousauds keep in,

thls capltal be tofd(ty were it not for the
Natloual Pohcy' What would our vast

no worhv‘to supply them wnth the brea.d to’
llve’? If the Natlona,l Pollcy does all thls,

' aud that 1t does it. and much more. the pro-

g'ress of. the couutly ‘plOV\,S,’ll would be
folly to kill. the goose that lays the golden:
egg,. but the race of tools and. ﬂ‘reedy folks'
is uot dead yet So lou«r .as these exist
they Wlll axr thur Vlews ’l‘o thls we do:

not ob_]ect but we do ob]ect to their bem«ri

" aired bel'ore the people of (muada asa. whole.f

who rerra.rd them as sxmple rubblsh The
Natloual Pollcy has been.on its fnal since:
its mc:eptlon It is on its trial now and it
will contluue to he on its’ trlal desplte the
va.porm«rs of the nmddened crowd of- dis-
appomted power- mabbers whose em 1cm.ted
fmms are. stalvmfr for that dehomus tood
with thchthe (xovexmnent Cl‘ll) is Full to
overﬂowm«r This food for which their souls
crave is baued from their reach, by the
Natlonal Policy, and to keep them from

death, death by starvation, that Policy with
all its blessings must go. But. what say
the electors? . No! no!a universal No ! .

TRADE WITH I‘OREIGN OOUNTRIDb

" THE grand svstem of hulway com-
munication which the last few years has
developed throufrhout Oa,nada. by which
herinland productlous are brought to home
markets, and the seaboard for trausportdtxon
to other countues has contributed more fo
the:progross of. the- country than any. other
agency. TUnder the fostering inflaence of
the National Policy “the industrial produc-
tions of the 'c'o'uulry havé received an en-
couragement and an -impetus ‘which “has
given them an importance - which “they
could not have otherwxse obtained. Nol
only is the means of txaaspmt furnished for
our cereal productions, but the same moans
affords transportation forthe manufactures
Wl]lcll have increased - their producing
powers beyond the cousumptive dema,nds
of the country. - Easy means of transport
for.both cereal and industrial productions
are thus furnished to the seaboard and the
desnebxlxty oflea(,hum the best markets now
presenis itself for dtseussmn _Canada’s
expoxt tlade “has increased exceedmtrly,
our foreign commerce .is now in. excess of
thut of our nughboxs if we take population
as the basis of compausou To afford facili-
ties for the oxtensmu of this foreign trade
should now be, and no doubt is, the policy.
of the Dominion Government, taking the
mission of the ‘Hon. Mr. ABBOTT as an in-
dex. of that policy. ‘There are mauy outlets
for the enterprise of the Canadian’ peop.é
and it is the duty of the Government of
this country.to leave nothing undone cal

culated to develop to the [ullest extent our
resources and to, strengthen our industries

in order that our trade may be extended to
the utmost w1th other- eouut\ ies. We have
already pomted out'that Ciilada‘can 'supply
South "America thh certain” articles for

which a demand ex1sts, ‘that; a proﬁtable
business is feasible for the products. 'and
manufactmes ‘of :this. ‘country . ‘with-.the
West Indies, aud all:-that, now remains to
be done is [.r,the’ Govemment to. multlply
acxlltles for; extendmg that trade in every
possnble dxrectx_ou~ This .is to be done by
encouraging ;and., plQVI(l.lll -facilities, of
transit whlch wxll open up. these markets
to Canada’s surplus ploductlous To;do:so
on a scale. commensurate. thh 1ts import-
ant results i in Canada’s progross is.the only
means. worth -adopting :if .success-is to .be
achieved. We. trust; that -the next session
of the Domnuou Parhament will,inaugur-
ate a system worthy of the rrreatness of the
country and the lmpmtance of its mteresls._
We hope-to see such a measure introduced
as will convince the opposition. pessimists
that -the’ Na.tlonal . Policy. is: vastly more

beneﬁoml and unportaut than . they,. have

yet conceived, for “they have eyes to see
buttheyseenot”z. O BT P

DE PARTMDNT OF TRADE AND COM-
‘ MERCE." -

RUMOR hath it that the pI‘OVlSlOlls of. the
Act passed by the' Dominion- Parliament’in
| 1887, wespecting ‘the Dépar tment” of Trade
and Commerce, are about'to'be’ entorced
and that the offices of Minister 'ol'Gustoms
and ‘Minister of Iuleud Revénue lel be
abolished. The Act has now besi’ on the
statute book for ‘more than two ‘years, a,nd
it seems strange that its" provisious should
réemain so long in dbeyance Mr. BOWELL
the Minister of Customs, wxll it is stated
receive. the colleclorship at. '1‘010nto, and

this will dispose-of him for-life- probably-

‘What use he has been to the Government
we fail to see. The. appointment of an

active, .energetic, competent man To ‘the

position of Mlnlbtel of Trade and Com
merce should not, we .think, be - louger

deferréd.” In his depaltmeut all- matters of -
Customs and Inland will be attended to by ’
two new. officers - called Controller. of

Customs and Coutroller of Inland Reveuue

with salaries of.five thousand : dollars & -
year, aud eligible to seats in the House; of -
Commons.:

The opening of a new parlxa-
tary year would have been a ‘good’ oppor-

tunity for inaugurating the chinge referred, .
to, but this has’ beeu postpoued rumor ’
says, on account of the visit to Australxa to

be made-by the Hon. Mr. ABBOTT ‘to” whom

all lingers point as the best quahﬁed man
' He :gould -

in the present Parliament;
retain his present leadelshlp of the Senute,
if the Oonhollers of Customs and Inland
Revenue: were- members of the House of
Commous, as they should béeable to .answer
any questions in that House beanng On the
working of their respectlve sections.; We

-approved of the Act at the time of its in-

troduction, and . we ‘had hoped to see, its
provisions in force. before this, If a genera] -
election is at hand the chang‘es contem. o

$aties

plated by the. Act ure very pr obably under -

consxderatlon and" wxll ‘soon be promul-

gated, N




