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MISERY IN LIFE NOT MORE PREVALENT THAN HAPPINESE,

. [From Variety.] .

HE various. complaings of ‘mankind
would feem at firft fight to confirm
an opinion, which has aften . prevailed,

¢ that in the courfe of human life, there -

is mere mifery than happineli.”* But
having never fubfcribed to this opinion
myfelt, fo | fhall endeavour to convince
my readers, that it is erroneous, and that
if happinefs does not abfolutely excced
mifery in the world, yet at leaft the por-
tion of each is nearly equal. Let us firft
confider by whom this do&rine is chiefly

advanced ; and we fhall find it by thole,.

who have communicated their difcontenced
, thoughts-in writing to the public; for in
converfation, few men wifh to reprefent
thenifelves lefs happy than they are.. It is,

therefore, to the clafs of authors,:that we-

muft tracc this melanchely obfervation :
and 1 will allow, that if any profefion be
more miferable than another, it is that of
" authorthip, from. the poor drudze
writes a paragraph in a garret, to
gieat, ‘and rich, and-royal adthor, who
declared that ¢ Increafe of wifdom ‘was
increaie of forrow,” For the man whn

- bas time and abilities to write, has alfo
time and abilities to think,

wkho
that

under the preffurc of poverty, or gafping
on the pinnacle of afluence, will occali-

onally be led to feel the emptinefs of ail-

buman enjoyments, and complain with
Solomon, that ¢ all is vanity.’
Jook back .on attempts, in which he has
failed, with vexation, and om thofe, in
which he has fucceeded, with contempt,
- at their little worth @ he will look for-
ward with chilling fear, at future hopes,
and fhrink from undertakings, accompa-
. nied with hazard. Yer, amidlt the dif-
,kuft of reirofpedlion, and the gloom of
* hopeléfs profpe€is, there will be always
fomething co falicit his prefent attention,
fome trifiing engagement, or fome frivo-
laus avocation, that may enable him at
lcaft 1o enjoy the prefent moment ; and if

“he {eriovlly refleét upon his feelings, he -

will perccive, that he is very (eldom,’ in-
" deed, unhappy at what has happened to

theic atual pretfure.’ “I'bis obfervation
holds good throvgh all the ftages and con-

- ditions of lify, ‘whether the evils be real

or imaginary, whether they proceed from
mental or corporeal affections,

. wihich had really bofallen him, many have .
been more painful in the profped, than by

ldo nor -

pretend to affert, that thers is noevil in -

bodily pain: but whoever has experienced -

much of .ir, mutt conlefs, that it is never
continual or unbating.. -The great gil-

.. penfer both of goed'and evil, has fo form-

ed cur bodies, that the mont *excrusgiating
agonics have moments of remiffion : and

the pains’ of the gour, the ftone, or.of -

child birth, are frequently relieved by na-
tural intervals of mitigation, without ths
affiftance. of faudanum, which never fails
to give temporary -eafe from, pain: zngd
when the body is again reflored to healtn,

.and freed from torture, to look bhack on
. - " ]
- palt fufferings is one of the greatet four- .
ces of human enjsyment. 1 am acquain. .

ted with a gentleman, who, amidft ample.

poficflions, having litdde to excite his hopes
or fears, is' occafionally 2pt to become.

liftlefs and diffatisfed with lif2, till a fe.

. wverefit of the goutreminds him of his
The idle fpeculatift, whether groaning

_ happinefs; an ardent fenle of which he
moll gratefully expreffes at the termina.:’

He will -

him, but ritker ar the dread of what may -

¢ happen. The fpeétatar has obferved, that;
* wire 8 man’s forrows and difguictudes to
- be fummed up at the end'sf his life, it

- would be generally found, that he had":
fuffercd mere from the apprehenfions,of

fuch evils 3s had npever happened, than

tion of every parnxifm. Thus it is with

the “mind alfo. From whatever fource’

cur mifery proceeds, it \is never withoutr |

alleviation, if we will admicit.

*T'is not the 2hual exiitence. of .prg.fént'_.
calamity, but the anticipation of its. cona

fequences, that afii&@s . and rortores us.—

The lofs of .a fricnd prefents us’ with s -+

view of folitnde and privation.af his fu-

“ture converfation, in which we might nel .

ver agiin be delighted.. The, lofs. of &'

furvived. The man, to whom conitang
A T d

* child puts a peridd to hopes, which might -
_never have ‘been realized, had the child:

occopitiod is not asceflary to fupply his .

“daily {ood, or to promote his. ambirious

views, will fom@times be depreffed by the -
employment of Ris mental facvliies. He-

never havé - to encountef @ while the
trifling buftle and engagements, which b

will lodk  forward with dejedion, to
events.which .may pever' bappen, and:
fhrink from future evils, which he m 5

. long to each fucceeding day,” will jnteref”

his feelings, and afford him happinefs, if

he will fuffer hinifelf to he diverted - by

them'; but when he dires lifs. thodghts

 from the. evils that had really befalin
o *them ;' and he adds, that ™ ¢ of thofe evils

1l

to diftani’years, he fancies: he: fhall be-
‘mifcrable, and lofe his relithor the joys -



