239 Account of Giow/mni aid Sebaflian Cabotto.

‘Now every one knows, that Henryvi1. died in 1509. But we have records
to determine when this voyage took place. It is firlt neceffary to refledt, that
neither Cabetto has left us anyfort of account of it, norhave we any difting .
relation of & in the writers of the times; But much information concerning it
may be gathcred? in the firft place, from tbe_ afore-mentiioned paflage of Peter
Martire, and alfo from a learned converfation that Ramufio relates he heard
atavilla of the celebrated Fracaftoro, from a Mantuan gentleman, a yer
great p/:ilojbgblier and mathematicimz,, ( 1) who had‘conv'tj.ried‘ with Cabottoin
Seville; and, laftly, from the hiftory of Henry vir. King of England,
writtenby Francis Bacon, of Verulam, (2) a writer, who,thoughdiftant from
thofe times, was neverthelefsa man too well informed not to trace events to
their fountainhead. Now all thefe writers attribute the navigation to the
nothern, parts, notto Giovanni; but to Sebaftian Cabotto. Moreover, the
Mantuangentleman, reporting the di{'cqurfe which he held with him, relates
that he faid, that Giovanni, -his father, died atthe fame time in which the

" news was received that Columbus kad difcovered the Indian coaft. Wemult
“therefore fay, that Giovanni died a little after the above mentioned. patents
were iffued, and that Sebaflianalone prepared himfelf for that voyage. The
{amc gentleman, and al{o Peter Martire, affure us, that Sebaftian” was born
in Venice, andnot in England, asthe authors of the:hiftory of voyages (3)
‘have written; and that, when quite aboy, having learned the firft elements
-of the {ciences, he had been condulted to that ifland. The voyage for the -
difcovery of new countries, as he himfelf relates, according to the Man-
tuan gentleman, took place in the fummer of the faid year 1496 ; and King
Henry, for this purpofe, armed two caravels, In this, however, there is
{fomedifferenceofaccountin the other writers; as Peter Martire faysthat Sebaf-
tain fitted out two fhips at his own expence; Bacon relates that one {hi
was equipped by the King, and fome London merchants added to it threc
‘{mall veliels, freighted with their merchandife, But fuch differences are
of too little importance to difpute about them, In deferibing the voyage
of Sebaftian alfo, the faid writers are not quite agrecd.. Bacon affirms, quot-
ing the account which Cabotto himfelf gave of it'at his return, who  alfo
fhewed the map_of his navigation, that, -failing betwixt north and weft, he
coafted the northern fhore of the land of Labrador, even to the height of
feventy-feven degreesand a half, always finding the fea free and open; but
why and by which way he returned, he does not fay. The Mantuan gentle-
man makes Cabetto {ay; that he failed towards the north-weft, thinkingnot
- to find land until Cathay; and from thence to fteer to the Eaft Indies; but
‘being arrived at 56 degrées, and perceiving that the coaft always inclined to-
“wardstheeaft, heturnedback ;and, incliningtowardsthe Equinoétial Linc, he
coalted the country which was afterwards called F lorida, always in hopes
of finding the paffage to:the. Eaft Indies, *till the want of provifions might
oblige him to return to England, Thefe two relations have no other diver-
fity betwixt them, but in the number of degrees to which Cabotto reached,
-which may be owing to. a miftake crept. into the one or the other. Peter
Martire finally relates, and alfo fays, that he heard from the fame Sebaftian,
that he advanced fo far towards the north, that they had many continual days.
without night; but findirg the {ea full of immende mafles of ice, though it
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