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FHE POPE-MACDONALD LETTER

—

In furnishing the portraits of Messrs. Pal-
mer and BRoyes, we append the remarkable
evidence: which -withdrew - the blame of the
pefarious -theft: of Sir John A. Macdonald's
letter to Mr. Pope, from an innocent man, to
the shoulders of the truo culprit. The Post
Oftice Iuvestigating -Commission was just
about closing its labors, and Mr. Mercier, the
chairman, had openly stated that hie would re-
commend the removal of Mr. J. L. Palmer,
from the Montreal Post Office,when to the
surprise of everybody, the following letter was
hauded to the secretary of the Commission,

« MoxTesat, 11th April, 1874,
# 219 VISITATION-STRERT.

4 S1r,—Seeing that Mr. Palmer of the Mout-
real Post Office is suspected of complicity in
the so-called abstmetion of the Pope-Mac-
douald letter, 1 desire, for the purpose of
clearing that gentleman's character, to state
the following facts of the matter for the infor-
mation of the Commissioners. On the morn-
ing of the 22nd September last I called at the
Post Office for any letters there might be for
the Militia Office, where 1 am employed as a
clerk. I received a number, and when sorting
tbem at the Militia Office 1 found ome ad-
dressed to the Hon. J. H. Pope. The euvelope
Ead evidently been imperfectly fastened, for
when I found it it was open. Noticing that
the envelope was franked with the name of
the Deputy of the Minister of Justice, and
bLeing aware of the pesition Mr Pope held in
the Government, 1 ccocluded that the con-
tents of the letter were of a political nature,
and made o yself acquainted with them. Con.
sidering that Mr. Young was being unfairly
treated, | addressed another envelope to that
gentleman, forwarding the letter for hig infor-
mation, and I solemnly assert that neither
Mr. Young nor Mr. Palmer nor any one else,
either in or out of the Post Office, except my-
self, knew anything of the matter; and while
I neither wish this letter te be understood as
aD attempt at justification or extevuation, 1
distinctly disclaim any idea of recviving any
pers: nal advantage, directly or indirectly, for
the course 1 took. Mr. Young is ignorant of
my existence, and 1 believe Mr. Palmer scar-
cely knows me by pame. My only desire is
at any vost to prevent others from suffering
for an act of mine. Foreseeing a possibility
of having to leave the country, as I have not
the slightest intention, if I can avoid it, of
becoming a martyr to political meddling, this
letter will not be mailed to your address until
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I consider clrcumstances demand itg pradue
tion, In couclusion I tieg’roapoctfully m
assure you that the history of :thia notorjoy
lotter I8 ¢xactly as 1 have stated. Flll‘the’r]
means of comparison - and- identification of
handwriting may bo had at the Militia Ogfig,
in this city, unless thoso infallible cxperg;
know more about the matter than 1 do,
“ I remnin, sir,
i Your obedient servaut,
¢ THOMAS BOYES»

‘The above letter had been left in the hundy
of Boyew' wife to forward in case any ope
should be wrongly accused. Boyes left for the
States immedintely aftor writing the letier
and ouly returned to Canada on Friday the 204
ult. He had the letter forwarded on Suturday
and aguin loft the country, '
) On the t4th May, be had written the follow.
ing letter to Mr. Dorlon which sufficiently ¢x.
plains jtself, ’

MoxtreEar, May 14th,

¢ 81, —The Commission of Investigation at
the Montreal Post Ofice baving nearly eop.
pleted their lnbors, T beg respectfully to syl
mit to your consideration the following atate.
ment and propesition concerning the Pope.
Macdonald letter case 1 — '

1t appears that a cotgiderable amonnt of
evidence having been brought to bear againsg.
Mr. Palmer, that gentleman is at present sns.
pended  from duty.  Now, there 13 no one
better acquainted with the fuets of this eae,
than my.clf, and I most positively assert that
Me. Polmer is entirely innocent of suy part.
cipativn in the so-called sbstraction of the
notorious  letter, and my object in now g,
dressing you is simply to clear that gentlemar
of the stigma now resting upon him. For this
purpose i am preparcd to give you a detailed
statemient, over my corvect nnine sod address,
covering the whole history of the letter case,
providing that you indemnity me from Jt.'.l,u‘{uen;
punishiont or exposure

“With reference to the lotter in question, |
may here state that it was not stolen—that 1y
brizach of trust was committed—that 1 am oot
an cwmployee in the Post Office, and that nooye
except myself knows anything of the way the
letter reached Mr. Youug and his party

s i therefore the Montreal Herald of the 25th
or 25th instaut contains a votice to the erfoct
that my proposition & accepted, 1 shull rely
upon your acting in good faith, and on wy
part will immediately put you in possessivn of
the facts relating to this case, the truth of
which can easily be ascertained,

“ ] remain, Sir, yoar obdt. servt |
“Fas Pray.




