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CANADIAN KSSAYS.

FKNGLAND'S BARDS.

BY JUSEPH K., FORAN,

We might say that until the fifteenth
-century no great poet, and consequently
no groat poem cun be found in Bngland.
It is very remavkable that each particu-
lue country has had its own particular
~era of literature,  In- Franee the great
age of lotters was the soventeenth cen-
tury—afterwurds the cighteenth cen-
tury was somewhat famous, but at its
‘best it was merely the evening of that
Cglorious day. In KEngland also there are
w couple ot periods marked out in her
history more by the works of the pen
than of the sword,  And strange to say,
sthey correspond almost to-the yearwith
the great epochs of French and Kurop-
cean literature.  They are the end of the
sixteenth and whole of the seventecuth
centuries and after a lapse of a hundred
years the ond ol the cighteenth and the
-commencement of the nineteenth cen-
turies. | ‘ '

In the fifteenth century we find. the
first germs of true lnglish poetry in
the works of Geoflry Chancer. 'ruly
-ithey are in the old snxon—but that old
saxou is hore. 1t may present certain
difliculties to the readerof our day, but
it likewise prosents most charming hid-
«en beauties, Bven as the sweetesl smell-
-ing rose—the most delicate of flowers is
to be found in the thickest of brinrs—so
the most elegant ideas ol Chaucer are
half hidden beneath those olden expres-
-sions. Jle alone marks the age in which
.he lived. :

Chaucer's cfforts- seemed to have in-
spired the only four famous poets of
the sixteonth cenlury—(we mean . the
commencement of the 16th.) Richard
Barmfield and Richard Allison touched
the lyre, and in pastorals: and minor
poems -oponed oub .a-new era in that
braneh - of literature. With
Afind. Thomas  Caren, whose ~delicato
irhymes and gem-like thoughts are only
equalled by the glorious productions of
Edmund Spencer. '

Here we might remark that Spencer

»was the first inglish poet who loft his
native shore to seck ingpiration in the

them we.

beauties of other lnnds, ~ And it was to
Tveland Spencer went, at IClcolman Cas.
tle in a Munster valloy by *tho silver
suir that flows through fair Clonmel,” as
he sings, Spencer penned his master-
picee of poetry, his fairie Queen.

From Spencer’s day we notice an ad-
vance in the art of poctry—even in pro-
portion to the development of the na-
tion’s resources, the extension of her
commerce and the trivmphs of her arms,
Robert. MHerrick, though inferior to
Spencer is a connecling link between
him and Ben. Jonson, ot whont it is un-
necessary to speak, and who in his turn
was but the aarora of that glowing sun
about to appear towards the close of the
sixteenth contury upon the sky of Eng.
land’s literature, in the person ot Wil
liam Shakspere.

The iron had been warmed by thosce
we have mentioned; it wasreserved for
Shalespere to monld it into shape. In
the ode, the lyviz, the drama,—in every
species (save one)  of poetry he tri-
umphed. In ten years ho made a name
immortal and gave to urope the Speéta
cle of the greatest bard alive—or per-
haps that ever did or ever will live,
Each one of his dramas could be made
the subject of an essay. But such is not -
our object—we merely wish to follow
the history of the country and. show
how there are different epochs when a
nation triumphs, if not on the field of
blood at least in the arena of the ruined.

Shakspere’s. star had not made the
half of its. counrse, when in -the east a
meteor. arose more powerful but not so
raried and delieate. - Threcugh  Shaks-
pere. Hngland = carried her mname
amongst those of othor nalions upon
the tables of literary fame.. - But Troy,
and Greeee, and Rome, and Ttaly, and
Germany had their Epic poems. France
as yet was without snch a monument,
England likowise was wanting in that
single object. It was.reserved for John
Milcon to supply that necessary.  And
how did he do it? ‘ : ,

It would seom as if all the efforts of
the epic poots of ages were hutso many
models, whercon the epic poet of the
seventeenth century should: build his
mighty structure. The Odyssy of Homer
is filled with beantiful and noble dis-
criptions of battles and deeds of arms;
the Mnoid of Virgil contains ‘romance



