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C A N A 1) i A N , S S A Y S. beauties of other lands. Arid iL was to
I roland Spencer went, at ilcolman Cas.

'NG AND'S BA S. tcle in a Munster valloy by " the silver-
suir that lows tlrough fair Clounml, as
he sings, Spencer peOnned his imaster-

ir JosEni K. 'iA. piece or poetry, his Fairie Queen.
Froum Spencer's day ve notice an ad-

VE night say thMt until the fiiteenth vance in the ait of poetry-even in pro-
century no great poct, and consequently portion to the development of the na-
no great poem cin be found in Enghd. tion's resources, the extension of her
,I is very renarlkable that each paiticu- collmeice and the triumphs ofhorirs,
lir coun try has laid its ownî partieilar Robert IHerriek, thoughl inferior to
era of literature, In rance the grent Spenicer is a connecting link between
age of lotters was the soventeenth con- him and Bon. Jonson, of whom i f is un-
iury--afterwards the oighteenth cen- necessary to speak, and who in his turn
tury was sonewbat famons, but at its was but the aurora of that glowing sun
best it was mnrely the cvei ng of that about to appear towards the close of the
gloriois dauy. ln lEnîglanud also there are sixtecnthi contiiry upon1 the sky of Eng-
a couple ot periods mnarked ont in lor land's literature, in the porson ot Wil-
Iistory more by the works of ith pen liain Shakspere.
tanu of the swoi d. Ami strange to say, he ironî had been warmed by thoso
they Correspond almnost te the ycar with have mientioned; it wals reserved for
the greut epocls of French and Europ. Shakspere to mould it into shape. Il
can literature. They aire the end of the the ode, the lyri-t, the drama,-in every
sixteenth and whole of the seventecit spoeies (save one) of poetry ho tri-
centuries and after a lipse of a hund red unphed. Ii teu years lie made a name
years the eud of the cigteenth and the immortal and gave to Europe the Specta
commencement of the niîneteenthien cci e of tho greatest bard alive-or per-
turies. haps that ever did or ver will live.

lu the fiftncithli century we find the Eahi one of his drainas couild be made
Wirst germs of truc English poetry in the subject of an essay. But such is not

the works of Geoilry Chancer. Truly oui object-we merely wish to follow
*they are in the old snxon-but that old the history of the country and show
Saxon is hre. It nay presnt crtain how there are differ-eit epocIs wheu a
dilliculties te the reader of ou iday, but nation triumphs, if not on the field of
it likeiwise proselts imost charmnig hid- blood at least in the arena of the ruined.
den beauties. Even as tUe swootestsmell. Shakspere's star had not made the
ig rose-the most delicate of flowers is half of iLs course, when in the cast a
te be found in the ickest of briars-so meteor arose more powerful but not so
the most elegant ideas of Chaucer are varied nnd delente. Thrcugh Shalks-
half hidden boncath those olden expres- pore England cnrried her name

,sons. Ie loIo marks the age in which amongst those of other nations upon
he lived. the tilles of literary ame. But Troy,

Chaucer's oorts seemed te have in- and Grecce, and Roine, and Italy, and
spired the only four faoîs pooLs of Germany had their Epic poems. France
the sixtenUth century--(wc min the is yet wis without such a monument,

*coimmencoment of the 16h.) lichard England likowise was waiting in that
.Barniield anid Richard Allisoii touched single object. It was.reserved for Johnî
the lyre, and in pastorals and minor Milton to supply that necessary. And
pocms oponed out a iev cra in that how di ho do it ?
branch of literature. Witl them we It Woud scom as if all the efforts of
finid Thomas Caren, whose dolicate the epic poets of ages were butso many

irhymes and.geni-like thoughts arc only mnodels, whoreon the epic poet of the
equilied by the glorious productions of seven tecntlh century should bauild his
.Edmunîd Spencer. nighty structure. The Odyssy of Hoiner

Here we might remark that Spencer is filled with beautiful and noble dis-
was the first English poet who loft his criptions of battios and deeds of arins;
native shoI- to sele inspiration in the the .noid of Virgi. contains ronanco


