250 Poisons and Puisoners.

bad been previously used to rasp the seeds from which it is produced. Its
effects are first discernable in a difficulty and heavin-ss in the movement off
th- Linbs, a glominess and restlessness of mmnd, a peculiar sensitiveness to
light and noise, and in many instances a sensation similar to that of a zalvanic
shock is felt in coning in contact with external objects, After this tetanus
and asphyxia commence in single paroxisms, becoming gradually longer
and more viol -nt un il death ensue. It is very sellom that the intellect is
effected beyond the restlessness and mental depression referred to. The
corpse is not unfrequently rigid and distorted after death.

Strychoia not heing a cumulative, like ar=enic, if once recovered from, its
effect ceases, It is a colorless inodor us, crystalline powder, its chief char-
acteristic being its exceedingly bitter taste.  Itis almost insoluble in water,

and will therefore generally be a!ministered either in the powder or in some
solid for.n.

In the treatment of cases of poisoning, there are two fundamental prin-
ciplss, to one or other of which recourse must generally be had. The one
is the immediate ejection of the poison by means of emctics or forced vom-
iting the other the decompisition of the poissnous compound by a chemical
agent, whereby another inert or harmless substance is formed in its stead.
Thus f the compoun] be oxalic acid—a virulent poison frequently tak:n in
mistake for Epsom salts which it resem'les in appearance —and carbonate
of maguesia or lime be administered in tiwne, the laiter arc at once decompo-
sed b: the acid, and oxalat: of maguesia or line, a comparatively harmless
compound, is f -rmed. Ac-tate of lead (a poisonous alt of lead employed in the
adulteration of wines, loaf sugar, &c.) wo:ld be at once decomposed by sul-
phuric acid (to be u-ed very dilute), sulphate of magnesia (Epsom salts, or
sulphate of soda { Glaub.r’s salts), by either of which it would be converted
into the insoluble sulphate of iead, which is inert. Prussic acid is decompe-
sed by chl rine, or the chlorides of soda or lime ; the mineral acids by the
carbonates, such as carhonate of li-ne, maznesia, soda, &c.; mercurial poisons,
such as the corrosive subiimate, by the albumen in milk, white of eggs, &e.;
st:ychnine is formed into insol.xble. salts by chlorine, bromine, or iodine, wiich
are strongly recommended as antidotes if procurable immediately.

In almost all cases, however, the use of powerful emetics is most eff-ctual,
and should be geunerally resorted to. The ewmetics generally employed are
culphate of ziue, tartar emetic, epicacuanba, and antimony wine. Of these
the sulpha:e of zinc is by far the most effective, and is generally recom-
m nded. Ten grains may be dissolvedin a tumbler of warm water, and the



