
~9S TRE LITERAI

"if for a moment 1 forgct that I stand iii your pre-
ience only as the messenger of my king-the queen

IISuffolk ! what mockery ls this 11 intcrrupted
Mary, no longer able to struggle against her rising
tenderness-j" is the empty titie of queen, bought
witb a price more precious than Golconda's gemas,
and worn, as the wretchcd galley slave endures his
chains-is this hollow and unmeaning sound, to ex-
ait me so far above the sister of Henry the Eighth,
the gay, unfettered Mary of England, that 1 must
be forever doomed to the vain display of heartless
ceremony, and condemned to hear the chilling ac-
cents of eourtly homage, from lips that have ever
addressed me in the language of friendsbip and affec-
tion. I pray you then, cast off this robe of state,
and speak te me as-

She pauscd abruptly, and averted ber glowing
face from his eager and delighted. gaze.

"As when 1" be asked in accents, animated as
bis own, and bending bis knee before her as he
spoke-' as on that ever memorable night, wvhen
beneath the canopy of beaven, and in presence only
of iLs sulent host, 1 poured out my secret sout at the
feet of the princess Mary, and heard that cruel sen-
tence, which, tilt this blessed hour, bas robbed my
heart of peace, and quenched in utter gloom the
fondest of my cherished hopes '11

0f Mary's reply, and of the impassioned fervour
with which Suffolk, thus privileged, plead bis suit,
our limita do not permit us to treat-sufice it to
say, in that brief hour of confidential intercourse,
the bearts of both were unveiled1, andi every hope and
fear, tost in the full and perfect communion of teni-
der and undoubting lov e. Wben at length thcy
partcd, iL ivas with glad and buoyant bcarts, ivith
smiling- lips, with plighted faith, and united resolves,
be resist the machinations of king and prelate, and
stand by each other as firmly and unshrinkingly as
though the churcb had already ratiied their vows.
The duke delayed not an instant to seek audience of
lhe king, and relate to him aIl that had passed in
the interview with Mary-and though Francis bad
not yet been able to conquer his attachmçnt for the
beautiful queen, hc generously expressed bis plea-
sure at the happy prospects of Lbç lqvers, and pro-
mised, and magnanimously resolveti, to tendi the
wbole weigbt of bis influence to their cause.

In the meantime Suffolk interceded with Mary for
an immediate marriagre-be feareti the ambition of
H-enry, andi gave more credence than he chose to
avow, to tbe rumour which still gained ground, of a
contemplated marriage with a reigning prince, for
wbieb it was asserted, the King of England was
even then in treaty. Mary caugbt the alarme and
thbe more readily, as Francis bimself allowed there
wus strong reason for fear. Therefore, witbout
longer deliberation, she yielded her consent, en-
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treating only that the ceremony miglit take PIst
with as mucb privacy as possible.

How different were these auspicious niIPdso
from that gorgeous and heartless display of paos
try wbich attended ber espousal witb the ~n
France. No crowd now followed ber tP
sumptuous canopy wus borne ahove ber head,0

sî)lendid escutcbeons, blazoned with the united" 0

of France andi En-land, met the view-but 911
inward peace and quietness,

"lThe soutes calm sunsbine and the beartfelt joy*

But few of aIl that bustling tbrong, wbo, a b
short montlis before, had crowded to behOld i
triumpbal progress of that royal bride, noW "
around ber, as ivitb lieightened beautv, for haPp'
ncss bad madie it radiant, she kunelt before the1
tar, ta pligbt ber willing voivs to the first and o
object of ber love, Neither wavincr bannersy
draperies of crimson , nor clotb of golti, hungfr
the lofty %valls and arches of the chapel, bute~
that rare and exquisite taste, that ever s0 Jistft

gluisheti bim, Francis bad ordereti it to be drd

witb flowers, in bonour of the nuptials, andee
wbere the choicest and the sweest, met the Ole,

among ivbicb, ever predomninated the lily ,a b

rose, closcly entwined, andi vieing wvitb cacb 0tl 4

in beauty and firqirance. Mary was attired lVitie 0

mucb simplicity as becanse her rank, and the
ornanient that atiorned ber beautiful bair "

wreath of orient pearls, that bad been the gift
Francis. Tbe principal ladies and nobles O b
court wvere present at the ceremony, and the
binseif gave away thc bride.

Mary bati written to declare ber intcetion l
Henry, anti a few days after the marriage id-ý
solemnized, letters ivere rccived from birn, for'd
ding the union, andi commanding tbema both tlo'
turn immediately to England, where bis royal YIy a 0

sure shoulti be made known to theni. IL wa
late, and Mary finmediately ivrote again to ber bIe

sebilSther, intreating forgivencss for the stop 5'

tàken, witb the generous scîf-devotion ofhe
exculpating, the duku froîn blame, and iI
tbat bis wrath, if faîl it nust, should dG
wholly upon ber. î c

IL did indeeti burst forth witb alI the iaollî
Hcnry's moat impetuous nature ; but forte"SJi
the objects of bis anger were not present tofÎ
fury of the tempest, andi as its first fierce v«t
sided, the force of that affection, 'wbicb fron' il.4
chiltihooti be bad borne tbem botb, graduahl1Y
and softened bis resentments. To this innate
kindly feeling, their supplicating letters, and~ tb

earnest appeal of Francis, added strengtb, and. d

lengtb succeedeti in conquering every angrY d 0 1
wbicb their disobedience bad awakencd. 110 gr
began to view the connection with pleasure t
probation, andi eorially ii4yited the youtbfUl VOY


