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bougie, No. ig, wvas passcd, meeting withl s(,ni re-
sistance at each stricture. Electrode No. 2o passcd
ail tbrce strictures in biaîf an hour. October 2oth

the strictures wcerc definced b)' bougie à~ bou/e 2 1,
22 passing %with sligh t difficul ty. Anotlcer operation
was begun, b)ut wl'hen, in about i 5 minutes, electrode
No. 25 biad becomie engageci iii the first stricture,
the patient suddenly becamec faint, and nothing'
further was attcmipted. '-[e lias not since been
sectn.

CA~SE, 4. J. C., twenty-eigbt years old, began t
baviNe symptonis of stricture four years ago, andi
comlete retention two years ago. On exam ination
lie 'vas founci to have a serkes of strictures, gradually
diminisbing in size from 25 at i j icest ia

3-Y4 inches and at 5 inches. August 23rd electrocie
11o. 15 'is passeci to the first of the two narrowvest
strictures (i i), but failed to pa1ss ii 20 minutes.
Th'is operation %vias fclloived b)' no constitutionial
syn)ptomns, but b)' incireasei clischarge, difficuit andi
painful micturition, and a great deal of sweiling
and induiration about the seat of tbe stricture. The
size of the stricture ivas apparently unchanged. It
ivas deemec advisable to discontinue this treatnient,
anci graduai dilatation 'vas substituted. A smnaiier
electrode w'ould probably have been better iii tbis
case, but %vas not at liand.

MEDICINE
The Neuropathic DiatFiesis or the Diathesis of the

Degenerate.
Perbaps no subject lias either greater interest or

broader bearings than that wvhicb bias been taken
as the titie of a recent paper in 7'/i<fJournIal of
il/en/ai Science. It bias rt-cently been brou-lit into
i)roiiiiiieIice b)' the brutal act resulting in tbe deatb
of officer Ru.ttledge cioing dut)' as guarci at tbe Cen-
tral Prison, Toronto. Neil, the mnurderer, lias suf-
fered (leatb for bis crime and society bias aN'engecl
itself, or perhaps it were better to say bias tboughit
that it bias pcrfornied its duty in protecting itseif, 1))
having the extremie p)enaity' of the iaw carried out
as a warning to e-vii-doers, or rather to tbose ,ith a
tendenc)' to do eý'il. But tbe matter bias not ended
here. W\hile iv'e cannot agr->e that tbe theor)' of
non-resl)onsibilit)' can for one moment be accepted
as a sufficient reason why executive clernency
should have stepped in to commuiite the sentence of
death, yet once more îi'e ha.-'e the probieîîî Ltrust
upon us, -bùthi from the social and miedical side, of
how these terrible evidenices of the existence of

moral cvii, conjointi)' with ph)'sical degeneracy, -are
to be lesseneci or eradicated froin a. nation wh'lose
officiai insane ba.'c rcacbed the frigbItfuil total of i
in 620 of tbe population. In an article in our Feb-
ruar)' numiber ive referrecl to the p)leasing statistics
inciicating the tcnclenc)' of genius anci special gifts
to l)ccoine hereditar)', and noted the examples
griý'en us by Galton of the Reoscoes, tbe DLarwins andi
th11e -li/s. Dr. .R~igoin the paper referreci to
at the commencement of tbis article says, 1'When
We vieci the purpose and the progrcss of the ani-
mal %'orld froni the scicntific: standpoint, ive fincl
that life is .- cy'cle, ieginning in an ovurn and coin-
ing round to an ovum again, and tic histor)' of the
lîuman race, the faiil,.îre- and triuimpbis of nations,
the loi'es andcibates, tbe basencss anci nobility of
incliv'icuais, often take the merc b)'-pla)' of ov'ur-
beari ng or,,an-ismis.........oreover, WC'
miake mian in our own image, after our ow'n lik--
ness, and endo%' inii %vith the characteris tics ive
bave inberited froni our anicestors, and Nvith those
ive biave created for gooci or-evil in our life. One
of the oldest books teaches us thiat th;- sins of the
fathers w~ili be visitcd upon the chilcîren to the third
anci fourth gencrations, anc i 'e mlighit go further
and sa)' tbat ph)'siologicai sins Nviil penalize the race
for many generations, andl even lead to its itter
extinction, uiless Coui nteractezd b)' tie strong anti-
dotes of )h)'siologicai morality, perfect hygienic
conditions and j ucicious niarriage %vitb u ntaintcd
breeds. This great iaw of I-Ieredity seems to nie
to lic the corollar)' of the grencrai law~ tbat the
lufe of the indi%'iclual orgyanisin is tbe recapitulation
of its ancestral history. As in the hiourly changes
of eariy intra-uterine life ive reproduce some char-
acteristics of our Piscine, i3atrachian or Avian
ancestors, so in the more protracted stages of later
intra-uterine life and of independent existence ive
reproduce the pliysical and mental features of our
hiunian p-ogcnitors. And the features of the
parents produce more effect than those of our
grand-parents, and so on in lessening degree tilt
the influence of the primordial parent is iost iii the
accumulation of the influences of more recent
ancestors. And as w'e endeavor to aidvance to our
higlier developients-

Mvove upwvard, wvorking out the beast,
And let the ape antI tiger die,

ive find that it is the more recent influences of the
race w'hich are most difficult to eradicate."
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