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DOCTOR JOHNSON AND THE DOCTORS.

"Dr. Johinson," says Boswell, writing under date 1784, the year
of Johinson '& death, "had in general a peculiar pleasure in tho Cern-
pany of physicians," and this was certainly not abated when he took
tea at Oxford in the company of Dr. Wall, a "learned, ingenious, and
pleasing gentleman." It wau on this occasion that the great moralist
prophesied, in some sert, the necessity for researech into the disoases of
the. Est and of warni climates. Ile feil foui of the Radcliffe Traveling
Fedllowsbip, and averred that the Fellows had done very little good.
-I know nothing that lias been imported by tliem; yot many additions
to our moedical knowledgo miglit be got ini foreign countries. " A'nd, ho
cited inoculation as having saved maore lives than war destroys, and
the unnuxnbered cures performed by Peruvian hark. "I would send
the Radcliffe Fellows," lie cried, "out of Christendom; I 'd seýnd themn
amnong barbarous nations." Jolinson's kindriese to poor old Dr. Robert
Levett, his pensioner, is, of course, fanions, and equally Nso are the Unes
lie wrote on the doctor'. death at the age of 80 in 17S2. Coldsxnith,
alse a physician, was among bis intimates, and the chaif bestowed on
bis new plurn-colored coat lias becomne immortal. The coat, terribly
worn and threadbare, Îs now in the London Museumn, and suggests thle
pathetie supposition that the spendthrift poet-physician woro it tili it
was almnost impresentable. At the time of (iildsmith's death in 1774
Johinson wrote, "0f poor dear Dr. Goldsmith there is littie to bc told. "
Goldsmith probably owed £2,000, not Iess, and this preyed on bis mimd
anud beightened a fever, whieh lie further cemnplieated by an excessive
use of James' powders. Referring te the debt Johnson humorously
aàks: -Was ever poot se trusted. before 1" Later, writing te Bon-,net
Langton, lie says, "Lot not bis frailties bie remembered ;he was'a very
great man." If Goldsmith by bis over-medication hastened his own
death, Johnson by dint of amateur surgery did likewise. Shortly beforo
bis deati lie inflicted such wounds upon himseif, in the hope of oh-
taining relief, as te suggest the idea of suicide. Ilie used a pair of scis-
sors in an endeavor te void the water of dropsy. Johuson's lst words
were mauy. To thie faithful Langton he'said tenderly: "Te teneama
mnoriens deficiente manu." 0f Mis man nurse ho said, witli a flash of
the old humor: "Sir, the fellow's an idiot; ho 's as awkward as a turu-
spit wlien first put into the wlieol, and a leepy as a dormeuse." flis
last reeorded word. were te a young lady who lad asked for lis bloas-
iug: "God bless yen, my dear,"ý-La7Lcct, December 21, 1912.


