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phcrs, don't think much of the inférior imiita-
tions. lIn a recent article hie says. "\Ve spent
thirteen years ini the underbrush of phonography;
undertook to learn Isaac Pitrnan, but be ivas
too miany for us; Ive coul(l fot change sys-
teis twice in sixteen months, change books,
iword signs, etc. We gave hua up for Benn
Pitmnan, wvho neyer lknew much about phionog-
raphy.-anyhio%. "Ne then adopted Munson's by
disinterested advice, and we knew less and less
%with each system. Finally ive learned Grahami,
and we don't learn any more systems. Gra-
ham's is the only system that is sensible, prac-
tical or avaîlable for fast or accurate vr'

Mfr. Reed, as we all know, is riot a %vriter of
Graham's Standard Phionographiy, and this in
some mecasure may account for bis inability to
attaîn an exceedingly high. rate of speed. Ilis
iSS words per minute does not, however, reflect
a greatdeal of credit on Isaac ]litmian's systein,
ciýing to the fact that Mr. Reed fotind it im-
practical for rapid reporting, and wvas conse-
qucntly oblîged tc> niake improveinents of his
oin in order to secure the speed that gained for
hin the reputation of being the fastcst shorthand
writer in the world, a repuitation, hoivever,
i;hich these days of Amierican or Standard Pho-
nographicreporting say shall no longer belong to
ihe 'Imakers of magic stringlets,' who dwell
s2pon the shores of Merry England.

A Fnxnygraptiic Innocent.

Everything in that dingy old passage %vas so

coifontably wrapt up, in darkness that the sur-
r ouading objects falcd to corne within young
Bu.csaNN's field of Vision, and, of course, bc
waidt -ware of the presence of anytlîing in the
L&ape of a1 dilapidnted coal-scuttie, %whicli occu-
Éîtd a labce in a corner Nvithin haif a yard of
tle. spot upoii which MNr. Bucksiw v as perform-
irg, znd when Mr\l. B. thought it -,vas about time
wo jurnp uip into the inky air for a. distance of
al-put tezi feet, and shout l<'ra.ts !'I IlIlcats !'I arnd
j "police !" he attempted and succecded in ac-
c-Mplisqhing the feat as well as the hecighit of tie
cilingwould permit ;but, steering vcry wildly

ci thz.downvard trip, lie landed in such a way as
to make a bull's eye into the muzzle of that
rlicniic coal-scuttie, which .vas l)retty well
ka-led uith suipernnu.-ted ctlps, saucers, and

i Miotl& Te result wais that the Scuttle
;ýtrt Off- firing its contents, including ]3uclsa,,

ail over the floor and half-way dowvn ricketies
the second. Fortunately for Mr. B3., he escaped
alniost uninjured ; the only slîght wouinds re-
ceived wvere the remnoval of two buttons, the
resuit of wvearing non-elastic suspenclers. Even
this littie loss caused our hero to fcel someývbat
embarrassed, until lie conceived the idea or
supplying the missing links by substituting a
pair of shingle nails, a thing wvbich wvas done
with a promptness that wvas remarkzable, due
very likely to thec fact that the noise of approach-
ing footsteps -%vas heard, and Bucksaxv didn't
waint to ho caughit wvith dislocated suspenders.

Nothing daunted, lie 'vent for the ricketies
once more, and, keeping tinie Nvith the music of
bis patent leathers, which had nowv stc'uck up an
air that soundcd sonîething like IlSuch a getting
up stairs," he nîarched upward and onward until
the Col.lege of Phonography %vas reachced. On
entering the room mentioncd in Munson's guide
as being 6xio, bis attention wasat once arrested
by wvhat at first bighit looked to be an athlete en-
deavoring to stand on bis car in an anm chair,
wbich appea-ed to have been recently re-seatcd
Nvith a package of the iloiithl,. Tbe walking
apparatus of tbe athletic artist extended at an
angle of abù'ut sixty degreces froni the horizontal
lino over a checap table that might possibly ac-
conîniodate four pupils, at the other end of
whichi sat a young man who seenied very earn-
estly engaged in drawing spider legs. Mr.
]lucksaw subsequently learned that the Ilsublu-
nary " gymnast ivas the principal of the IlCol-
lege," and tbat he -%vas giving the 11sublunary"
boy -%vitb the earnest expression seventy-fivc cents
worth of dictation froni the pages of the current
-number of the Rrèiter's Iliscellaity.

'170 be contj,,ne.

An cxpeditiousand iiszia/i,'satisfactoymnethod
of supplying manifold transcripts whcn carbon
palier is not obtainable-Give the parties to fine
case a single longhand copy of the proceedings,
accompanied witlh a pint flask of sornething tliat
-aill make thîem sec double or treble, according
as the niunbcr of trnscripts ina demand rnay be.

About two years ago -vc -.sked our readers,
"W\liy is a phonograper like a horse ?' Tie
answer given wvas: -. 11Because lie uses -a.
We would now ask: "'Why is a phonographer
like another liorse ?" llccause bce is an oat-taker.
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Send a dollar to thec Mliscdlany.
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