
OBSERVATIONS ON CANADIAN BIRDS.

oecurring not only iii the Tri met rie and in the Monometrie Systems, new
examples of which (as regards the latter) are described above; but aiso in
the Monoclinie System, lu whichi ititil now, noue have beeîi announced ;
and in whicli, moreover, by some observers, these crystals have been
thoughit of impossible occurrence.

(2.) Aithougli thus showii to occur in varions systenis, none have
yet been recognised, wi th certaintv, amongst minerais or in artificial
crystals of the Hexagonal System.

(3.) H-ence-froni the facts given iii conclusions 1 and 2-the
assuimed Hexagonal crystaHlization of snow, if' flot disproved, becoînes
at least of very doubtful acceptation.
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To those who are aware of the many additions w'hich have of late
years been made to the list of Ainerican birds, as welI as of the différence
of' opinion whichi stili prevails an3ong authors regarding the identity
of certain species, it must be evident that our knowledge of this
branch of' our Natural Ilistory is by no means compicte. Probably,
the greatest difflcultv in the wav of getting anivthing, like concelusive
information on the points in dispute ,arises from the migratory eharacter
of nearly allhe birds of North Arnerica, and the rernote regions in
which they.sed h iinxerestin- period. of reproduction; so few in -
deed, ean 1)e called resident, tha. if we take any point on the continent
and ascertain the nuniiber of species, which residethere ail the vear round,
we arc astoaibhed at the smallness of the list ; lu our owuu case it would
flot exceed a dozen species, and even of' these, it is doubtful whether
those we se iii suruer are not replaced by otiier idividuals of the sanie
sî>ecîes9, comino- from, the north at the approach of 'winter.

Another perplexitng subjeet to the ornithologist has ever been, the
changes of plumlage which birds, undergo at, certain periods of their
lives, or at, particuilar seasons of the vear. This is inost rernarkable
among- our rapaclouis birds, inany; of which dIo not corne to rnaturity
in Plumage tilt thceir -Ith or -)tli vear, aud hiaving beni found breedinig
in the immature dress, have frequentlv been described as distinct
species.


