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ignore the British Museun-i Lists froni thieir defective composition has
been answered by us, withi subsequent Arnerican lepidoptcrists, in the
negative. I may say thiat Ainerican lepidopt.-rists liave made visits at
a considerable sacrifice to London for the main purpose of findîng out
wvhat Mr. XValker described, and thiey have alwvays accepted cheerfuhly the
resuit of these visits. It wvas necessary to build Up in Ainerica a stable,
speciflc nomenclature. As to the generie, it wvill always be iînstable,
partly froni the différence i opinion as to wvhat constitutes a genus,
partly thiat here tradition bias been stronger than priority. In vain 1 hiave
shown thiat _Jaspidea is older thian Be:yoi5Ieii, Jkiioph/ilà thian Leucania,
Gr-ap1i5/Ioi-a than Taeniocamj5a. At least the acceptance of tiiese naies
is but partial, and I myseif have hiesitated to uise two of thein. The
necessity for a stable basis for otîr specific nomenclatuie is clearly greater
than necessity for ideal justice towvards this or that American describer,
and hie must bear his synonyrn, as 'he lias to bear other injustice iii this
îvorld. One ivord as to the ernploymient of double naines iii the
Noctuidîe, and I hiave done. It is extreniely desirable thiat no two
Noctuids shiould bear the sanie specific titie. Thie value of a Check List.
is largely dependent on the carrying out of this ruIe. Gueîîée went so
far as to change all double naines. In the more thian seven hutndred
species of N. Arn. Noctuidoc I hiave described, I have neyer used a naine
twice except by accident. 0f late there bias been an unnecessary dupli-
cation of such names. Thie coat of ice, whichi the works of Buropean
writers on North Anierican Lepidoptera laid uipon our knowvledge of the
scientific tities of our insects lias been broken, and to this freeing of our
literature I hiave assisted to thie extent of rny ability. A responsibility
now rests with future Anie.rican students that thiey keep the current clear
and take large and l)hilosoPhical views iii thieir classifications.

OVIPOSITING 0F MEL1T-AEA CHALCEDON IN PAPER
ENVELOPES.

BV RICHARD E. KUNZE, MN. D., NEW YORK, N. Y.

In March nuniber, Vol. XXIV, Of CANADIAN E NTOMOLOGIST, Mr. W.
G. Wrigit, of California, mentions a nuniiiber of genera of diurnals flot
requiring plants, for olIipositiflg thereon. Those enunierated belong to
Parnassius, Argynnis, Euptoieta, Neonyniphia, Coenonymphia, Ilipparchia,
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