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TiiEî INDIAN QUESTION DISCUSSED IN CHJICAGO.

At a recent banquet in Chicago, Genet-al Morgan, the Com-
inissioner of Indian Atliiirs for the United States, made an able
speech, frorn which the following cxtracts are taken. The Dr.
Eastmîan refierred to, is an educatcd Sioux, whio spoke on the Saine
occasion.

"In this connection I want to emphiasize three things: First,
to give the Indians a practical rnastery of the Englishl language.
A great barrier whic) hias separated luhemn and us hias been the bar-
rier of langutage. The Ifndian dialcts arc numnerous, and in thern
there have corne (lown the stories anld traditions of their ancestors.
Tiiese stories are told about the camp fire and rehiearsed over and
over to their children and they have a trernendous force to keep
them out of the tide of modemr civilization.

Give these youngr Iindians a knowledge of the Englishi language,
put them into the great current of thoughit wvhicli is e-xpressed in
the Eng]lish languagre and it will break that up.

We have seen in Dr. Eastinan to-niglit an Indian who by reason
of the fact that bie knows Englishi and lias been broughit into rela-
tionship with English thoughit stands here to-night and in an effec-
tive way sets before you an illustration that his mind is at work
on these same questions which interest you and me, touvhing
everywhere upon the forces which are at wvork to shape the destiny
of bis people. Can you doubt that if the rising generation of
indian boys and girls were masters of the Engylishi language, read-
ing Englishi literature, comrnuuing with English people, discussing
these problerns of life with us-can you doubt that it wojuld mark a
great change in their thought, in thecir life, in their destiny ?

Then 1l airn to give thern a knowledge of the use of their hands
and of the use of rnachinery and tools, so that they miay be able to
earn a living for themnselves. We put into the mind of every boy
and girl in these schools a desire for something, better, sornething
that they have not. One of the greatest fruits of education is to
inake a man unhappy. One of the hest resuits of training is to set
before a man an ideal toward whichi lie strives. It is the fatted ox
that lies and slumbers and is satisfied. The edilcated mian isyearn-
ing and reaching out and aspiringy to sornething better. If ve can
put into the rninds of these youngl Indians the desire for work, that
is prog ress, that is hiope. [Applause.] If every Indian boy and
girl on the reservation could cry out, 'Give us work,' I would say
that there is no longer any need of a Department of jîndian Affairs
-it is donce.

Now, what I have been trying tO impress upon the rninds of the
Indians is that when we have created in thein a thirst for some.-
thing better, ve asic. them not to becorne citizens of Dakota> not 10,
becorne meirbers of the Sioux Nation, flot to shut.théeseiM i1


