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the Siam Mission, the fruits of mission work are necessarily different.
There has been less impress of civilization, education, and culture, more
of spiritual power. There are as yet no government schools, hospitals, or
printing-presses among the Laos ; but there have been more converts to
Christianity. And in all the territory covered by our mission the convic-
tion is gex;eml among all classes that Christianity is the coming religion.
Alost without exception the heathen concede that Buddhism and demon-
worship are doomed. One of the most enconraging fruits of the work is
the spirit of evangelism which animates the Charch. Each convert makes
an effort to bring others to Christ. They are reaching out to self-support,
and beyond it to the home mission work among the unevangelized about
them. About thirty villages in one church bave recently given up the use
of betel-nut, tobacco and wild tea—immemorial practices in that land, and
perhaps not demonstrably wrong, per se—in order to buy books to dis-
tribute among the heathen. They have pledged the salary of two men for
about three months annually to do purely cvangelistic work for them out-
side of their own territory.

Having merely glanced at the outlook as determined by the preparatory
and co-operating work of God’s providence, and by the work done in the
two missions and the forces set at work in each, it remains to consider—

IIT. Tue probLEM YET BEFORE US. In & word, it is the evangelization of
at least eight million people. There are perhaps four million unevangelized
Laos—people speaking and reading that language, but living to the north
and east of the influence of our established work, our brothers and sisters
who have never had an opportunity to acsept salvation through Christ. A
member of the Siam Mission is authority for the statement that there are
at least that many unevangelized Siamese. Appalling as is the thought
of it when standing alone, yet when it is placed alongside the problem of
the evangelization of China to the north or of India to the west, ours is a
simple task and easy.

God's providence clearly indicates God’s purpose of its speedy accom-
plishment. He has made it possible. It is true that there are hindrances :
prejudice, oceasionally persecution, the influence of generations of heathen-
ism, and, especially in the ficld of the Siam Mission, immora_lities intro-
duced and fostered by foreigners. But when all has been said, it yet re-
mains true that we are free from the great obstacles that arc found in most
other fields ; the conditions and the means of evangelization are within our
reach. The whole country in both missions is open to the Gospel, and is
virgin soil, except possibly that portion which France has taken. DBoth
missions have the favor and the assistance of the rulers. Each mission
has a fine plant of zealous workers from America and valuablo property.
The lahors already accomplished have given to the Laos Mission more than
half a2 hundred reliable workers, wholly or partly trained as evangelists, as
well as a church that is reaching out to self-support and to evangelistic
work in the regions beyond ; to the Siam Mission fewer workers, but the
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