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(3) Thon shalt revere the Mikado as thy sovereign, and obey the will of
ke court.

IIL. Rires axp Ceremownigs.  Most interesting are the religious cere-
monies of the Japanese.  From these we learn, if not the doctrines of the
primitive cult, at least the popular beliefs of the present time. Iere we
have to do only with those practices which belong peculiarly to Shinto.
We must, bowever, keep in mind the fact that Buddhism has leavened
everything in Japan, and it will not be surprising to find under the name
of Shints some things that should be labelled Buddhist.

1. Purification. s sin is regarded as pollution, the chief rite of
Shinto is purification. At first the Mikado ordered public ablutions.
Afterward paper figures representing incn were cast into the water.  Later
still the high priest at Kioto threw into the water an iron figure the size of
the Mikado. This rite represented the cleansing of the whole people.
Now the festival of general purification is held twice a year. Desides this
there are frequent washings for purification, which, with the ceremonies
connected therewith, are similar to those of the Bralunins of India.

3, Festivs.  As has been noted, the sun-goddess is the supreme ob-
jeet of worship.  The hicrarchy consists of the Mikado, two ecclesiastical
jadgres, and numbers of priests and monks.  In the springtime festivals are
neld in honor of the goddess, at which these digaities play a most impor-
tnt part.  The Mikado is the representative of the goddess.  The priests
make offerings of {fish, rice, etc. Ceremonics in imitation of planting and
sowing are held.

4. Pilgrimages.  Each district now hasits own deity and its own tem-
e : but there is 2 most sacred temple {or several of them) in the Prov-

iiee of Ise. This was built in honor of the sun-goddess, and to it all
shintoists make at least one pilgrimage during their lifetime. The more
pilerimages that can be made the better.  The Shintoists believe that the
gods of Jse have more than once savea Japau from destrnction.  When
Yerrv anchored his fleet in the Bay o Yvddo,  orders were sent by the
imperial court to the Shinte priest at Ise to offer up pravers for the sweep-
ine away of the barbarians, ™

4. Marriage.  The warriage rites and relations are held to be under
b direet patronage of Izanagi and Tzanami. Tt is deemed most unlucky
fnr a Buddhist priest to officiate at a2 wedding. A Japanese has but once
heful wife, but he may have as man>* conculines as the size of his purse
willallow. While in ancient times palygamy was common, now the great

#jority of the people are monagamists.
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5. llero-worship. By decree of the government, semi-divine honors s
xe conferred on the dead.  Statues of ports, orators, and famous men are =
th-ed in the temples and regarded with reverence. . E;‘ ‘

Idols are wow worshipped, but this is duc to the influcnce of Bud- i
dism. Keeping in mind the fact that the first Mikada wasa god, and £y
e et————

* Grifts, quoting 2 native annalist,
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