
FOREIGN MISSIONS ONE IIUNDRED YHARS AGO. [etme

mission establishied in 1165 on the Volga, near Astrakan, for the convoi-
sion of the Calniuc Tartars, Nvas abandoncd nt this time. Also Stocker
thoen died, after a most romantic and perilions carcer, extending over forty
years, commencing with an atteînpt to settie as a medical missionary in
Persia, then in Abyssinia, and finally in Egypt. JIere, too, from 1769
for almost twenty ycars another remarkable Moravian, John Antes, laboreci,
seeking to find a sphere in 'Upper Egypt and then among the Copts in the
lower Nile Valley.

Two more groups of laborers demand notice. The first Protestant
mission in India commenced at Tranquibar, in the first decade of t'ho cen-
tury, hiad extended to jiome important centres before its close; but in 17192
there were but twelve inissionaries in ail Jlndia-some of them very old
veterans-ali 2Daues and Gerinans, though mainiy sustained by English
money through the Christian Knowledge and Propagation Society.
Schwartz had been in India forty-two years9, and 'waB at Tangore with a
very young coileague, J. C. IColhoif. Konig and John li.id been at Tran-
quibar for more than a quarter of a century, and had now some yoingle?
coileagues. Gerieki was at Madras, and Janniske at Tangore. The only
rnissîonary away froma th6~south was Kierwander, who went to Cliddalore
in 1740 and te, Calcutta iu 1i,58, where after a romantic life, mnost varied
labors, and not a littie success, hoe died in 1794.

The Putoli with mucli earnestness, but no great judgment, attenipied
te evangelize their heathen subjects. In Ceylon, Java, andi soIne adjoining
isiands tbey placed soveral ministers, a part of whose duty it wras to se to
the education of the young and the Christianization of the people gener-
aliy. A few were devout ruen with spiritual instincts, but the majority
were moere officiais and formalists, who appealed only te the Nvorldly siîde
of human nature, and were content with the merest profession of religion
based on tho most mercenary motives. The resuit wvas alauge, ignonliniotvs,
and most disgraceful failure. Even ns early as 1722 the native Christian
population of Ocylon was offieialiy declared to be 424,400, buit in 1813,
eighitecu years after the English had swept away the temptations to hypoc-
risy, the number had fallen to 146,000, and this in subsequent years wais
yet further reduced.

Two spheres iu Amnerica require some notice. The ivork so nol]y
begun and se unselfishly prosecuted at various places among the Indians.
by Eliot, Jonathan Edwards, ]3rainard, and the Mayhews, after a season e
promise now ianguishied through 'want of suitable missionaries. In tl]w
'West Indies there- Nvere more laborers, more zcai, and more snccess. Vii.
was mainly ewing te the indomitable, energy and wise influence of Pr.
coke.

In 1786, iu coanpany withi three other prcaciicrs, ho wvent to Anierici.
and in Antigua, St, Vincent, Jarnaica, arnd üther islands eitJ'cr 1-reitlir'J
new life into efforts struggling Nvith diffleultie% or gatlsercd nivi g~

tion.. in wici wvvre the elnriwntq of vignrous h 0
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