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mission established in 1765 on the Volga, near Astrakan, for the conver.
sion of the Calmuc Tartars, was abandoned at this time. Also Stocker
then died, after a most romantic and perilious career, extending over forty
years, commencing with an attempt to settle as a medical missionary in
Persia, then in Abyssinia, and finally in Egypt. Here, too, from 1769
for almost twenty years another remarkable Moravian, John Antes, labored,
seeking to find a sphere in Upper Egypt and then among the Copts in the
lower Nile Valley.

Two more groups of laborers demand notice. The first Protestant
mission in India commenced at Tranquibar, in the first decade of the cen-
tury, had extended to some important centres before its close ; but in 1792
there were but twelve missionaries in all India—some of them very old
veterans—all ‘Danes and Germans, though mainly sustained by English
money through the Christian Knowledge and Propagation Society.
Schwartz had been in India forty-two years, and was at Tangore witha
very young colleague, J. C. Kolhoff. Konig and John had been at Tran-
quibar for more than a quarter of a century, and had now some younger
colleagues. Gericki was at Madras, and Janniske at Tangore. The only
missionary away from the south was Kierwander, who went to Cuddalore
in 1740 and to Calcutta in 1758, where after a romantic life, most varied
Iabors, and not a little success, he died in 1794.

The Dutch with much earnestness, but no great judgment, attempted
to evangelize their heathen subjects. In Ceylon, Java, and some adjoining
islands they placed several ministers, a part of whose duty it was to sce to
the education of the young and the Christianization of the people gener-
ally. A few were devout men with spiritual instincts, but the majority
were mere officials and formalists, who appealed only to the worldly side
of human nature, and were content with the merest profession of religion
based on the most mercenary motives. The result was a'huge, ignominious,
and most disgraceful failure. Even as carly as 1722 the native Christian
population of Ceylon was officially declared to be 424,400, but in 1813,
cighteen years after the English had swept away the temptations to hypoc-
risy, the number had fallen to 146,000, and this in subsequent years was
yet further reduced.

Two spheres In America require some notice. The work so nobly
begun and so unselfishly prosecuted at various places among the Indians,
by Eliot, Jonathan Edwards, Brainard, and the Mayhews, after a season of
promise now languished through want of suitable missionaries, In the
‘West Indies there were more laborers, more zeal, and more suceess. This
was mainly owing to the indomitable energy and wise influence of Dr.
Coke.

In 1786, in company with three other preachers, he went to America.
and in Antigus, St. Vincent, Jamaica, and other islands cither breathod
new life into efforts strugeling with difficulties or gathered new congregi
tions in which were the elements of vigarous life,




