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llow happened'it that the work of evangelizing the world, after cen-
turies of sucli vigarous prosecution, attended witli sncb inarvellous success,
was afterward well nigli suspendcd, and l'or Weil nighi fiftccn liundred
years ? This most serions question we answer carrectiy Dy nlleging thiat
Europe beeamc semi-barbarized and bialf-lheathen, that the Churcli bccame
secularizcd and religion formiai, that Gospel faith, and love, and zeal ivent
into long, and almost total eclipse.

But this only ]eads ta another question equally pertinent, and coming
mucli nearer haine :*Why, wlien througi the, Reformation cnsnea an as-
tonisliingr spiritual quiekening, a widespread revival of New Testament
-ervor and force, 'vas not thec sublimei task at once resumed and puslied as at
the bcgrinniing,? Or, liow ]îappened it that, for nearly three hundred years
longer next to nothineg was even attenipted, so that the nineteentli cen-
tury of grace was Weil on its wav before tlic cars of -the Christian Church
began ta bc opened ta hecar the -iganizing, wail of a dying world ? To tliis
latter question ]et us seek a reply more at lengthi ; and also togrethier with
it, ta the furtiier and pleaanter query, Ilowv carne it about at lengtli tîtat
IIs disciples begran ta reperuse tlieir Lord's Great Commission, antlîough'I
slowly, began ta, obey bis last eamniand ? It is niy purpose ta set briefly
forth saine of the principal and more patent causes wbich. hindcred the be-
ginning of modem missions and postponed. thein ta a day so painfully and
so culpably late, and also other canspiring forces whiclî in the fulness of
tiîuîe miade a begtinning, easily possible, and carnmunicatcd the lieavcnlv un-
pulse, and then carried the majestic. mavement onward froin stre-ngrtl to
strengthi from grace ta glory.

And firs of i e it rememberedl that in God's strangre providence
Protestantistn iras coinpelled at once ta engage in a înost terrible life-and-
death struggle with Rame anc w-hase fuiry did ixot in the least abate for
five or six generatians, and which lias continued ta the present turne. The
new doctrine must establishi a rig-lit to existence, inust casiquer standing
ground for itself, define ancl thon enla-,rg-e ta, the ntmost ils 'bounds in
Christian cauntries. Sa that as yet there wvas neithier ranch time nar en-
ergy lcft ta expend upon the î'ast' and even far mort, benighrlted regioîns bo-
yond. In iBabylon, ont of Wliich thev in hiorror ]iad lately lied, thc re-
farmers faund a foc ever present. wily, unse.;ruipulIous, and mlost determintd
ta crusli thei, and coînnonly with the ruthless civil powýer in close leaguie.
andi co-opemation. The liorrid enginery of the Inquisition ivas «stcatiilv at
work, anîd the Jesuits wcre plotting destruction niglht and day. MIl Ger-
maîiy was in perpetuait chaos, social, political, and religions. Recaîl the un-
speakable desolatians attending, the alio.st constant '« religiouis" ivars of
those darli days ; the bapless aid inrîst tr:igic lot of flue Waldanses and
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