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8 IN MEMORIAM: REV. ROYAL GOULD WILDER. [Jaxn.,

“academy,” as ho was the only one to enter a college. With a keen
relish for rending, before he was ten years old he devoured every re-
ligious book that ceme in his way, and even the papers of whatever
date. Iis father’s library was very small, but what it contained was
not trash, and the young lad grew strong on such books as the “Pil-
grim’s Progress” and the ¢“Saint’s Rest.” .

When he determined to seek an education, his father could give him
no help. His #ime and a cow composed the curious capital }vhich was
Royal’s only dependence; and in the academy at Malone it was the
beef from that cow that kept him at school the first term.  Many a time
he cut in one day two cords of wood, to relieve his father’s financial
distress or his own.

His first money he earned by selling melons at Malone, and the half
dollar he got he kept his hand on, even in his pocket as he ran home,
till & stumble compelled him suddenly to withdraw his hand, and away
went the precious coin down a hole. Royal was not a boy to give up
easily, and down he went on hands and knees, and dug away till he
recovered his lost half-dollar. The incident was typical and prophet-
ical of his future ; only what he digged for was not silver or gold.

At thirteen years, began his religious life as an intelligent, conscious
experience.  Io had been brought up to pray, and on one occasion, at
least, had found the value of prayer. Going through the woods to find
his brothers, and carry them dinuner, he got lost and wandered about
duzed and bewildered, coming back continually upon his old track.
Then he knclt down and prayed for guidance; rose and determined to
trust in God and go straight forward, following one direction; presently
he emerged from the thicket, coming out into the very field where his
brothers were at work. Iere was another typical and prophetical inci-
dent. He got into many a tangled thicket afterward; but never did
he forget Him who had led him out into light and safety, and in
answer to prayer he was guided in every new experience of darkness
and danger into & lurger liberty and success.

Though he first consciously found Christ as a Saviour in time of
revival, his religious life was singularly free from emotionalism. He
bad no sudden transitions nor violent revulsions of fecling. Mainly
through an awakened conscience. a calm but quick sense of duty, and
the study of the Word of God, he came to accept Jesus as Saviour and
Lord. At that timo his sister Hannah joined the Baptists, as that sect
provailed in the neighberhood where the family lived; but he preferred
tho Presbyterian fold, and at sixteen united with Dr. Parmelee’s church
at Malone.  Never butonce had he uttered an oath, 1nd he never forgot
it. His rcligious frame thoughalways calm,was never cold; he was moved
moro by love and less by fear, more by deliberate judgment and choico
than by sudden mpulse or glowing enthusiasm. He knew he must
found his whole Christian hopes upon the new nature regenerate in
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