
Sermon.

connerted airc the two ('h:lrateristics of those of whom it is said,
Ihat aUI tlecngs u'ork togetfer for t/ccir good. The divine çnlling aid loe
te God stand relateci te each ether as cause and cifect, "Ner\t that wve
joved God but that lie first Ioveà us." 1v is only whcin the sinnier
vields a fült and unreserve 1 ceinpliancc wvith tho cati of tlmi, gospel t-hat
love te Grod in the, liart takzes the place of that hatrcd wh1ich wift8

1)reviotsly cntertaixaed towards hM. Prier to, bis aceeplance of the
overtures of mecy, the thougit~ of God wvas asociated in bis inid
ouly with feelings of eninity and aversion. But now that the holy
spir-it lias cffectcd a saving change on his hecart, God is regarded
by bita as the supreme objcet of' bis estecm. In view of the excel-
lencies ef the divine character which lie secs rcflccted on the page of
inispiration, the langunage of the Psalmist embodies the sentinicnts
wliieh 1111 bis mind,' 1 WViio!n have 1 in henvexa but thee, and there is
noue in ail the carth whom, rny seul desires bcside tliee." The
love wieh bie cherislies is not an imiagin ary feeling. It is a prin-

~îîte hib egaes ilthepocrsethis moral nature. It is au
cifect wbicb preopagates itselt threuigh bis wlielc being, extending its
influecnce toecvery departînent ef bis conduet. t5Z

Sineh then are the ehnracteristics of God'*s people as these are
laid dowyn ini the text-taey love (bd and tlcey are called according to
lits îîo e

We cerne now, in tLie second place, te consider the declaration
made respecting the people et God,-we lcnow tllat ail t/dngs work te-
rtLer for t/eu' good.

Somne arce? dopinion that the phrase, ail thinqs, is net te be taken
n its nost Comprehiensive sense, but as havi ng rcfer-en ee offly te t'le
uflerings wbiehi the apostle spealzs of in a previeus part of the Clmup-
-r; and they regard the eonsideration eontained iii thiqs verse as an
dditional reasen why the afflictions of believers are net incensis-
t iith thecir adoption into the fanaily et God. We prefer, liow-

ver, regrarding the *ords, ail thi7igs, in their -%videst and znost un-
earicted sense, as denoting ail the events wbvlether, of a pl'espereus
y adverse ebaracter, that 1laîl ont in the bistory, of Ged's people.
tzUrding te thîs viewv notbing which, eau excrt an influence 11pon
-lievers in their carthly course is excepved. The phrase is te be
ganrded a-, ernbraeing every corredîng care that disturib-, the peace
id sorenity of* tieir 'minds ; every affiction that visits them., cvri
înpest that sweeps ever their temporal welfare and blasts thiacr
irest and dcarcst pr-opIects; every temptatien that tends te alluire
cia to 1,Ie commission of sin; every act of unkindness that is done
themu. The words are hIso te hoe viewcd as ineluding in tlieir
erence the happy as; well as the painful eireumnstanccs that mi.ll
the lot cf believers, such as the pleasures cf soeiety and friend-
P, which they experience in cormn with other mana; the'* jey
Ç11,gfrmu daily intercour8e with the Father cf tlieir spirits; the
-whit-l gladdens their hecarts as they meditate on the excceding
,"tt glery wvhich they know they shall lareafter pes.sess.10%V, cf these and all the other peints cf experience which. enter
-, the earthly lot cf God's people, the apestie otnphatically
lares that they work togetlher for their good, and wbat truth can
hetter fitted te îtipart comfort te, their'minds, expàsed as to
te thOecrosses and afflictions of this nether wvorld. Thieir course


