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and it seenis reasonable that they sbould
be put upon a level with vacant congre-
Uations, and ho ailowed liethern to nive
a publie formai eall ta any iniinister or
preacher wvbose servives they mighit be
arxions to securo. At present thcey can
oiy advertise, invite, and deal privatoly
v ith eli!!ible candidates for mission la-
1 our. In the case of generai or mixed
soeic.ties whn have no ecelesiastical con-
stitution, ihis is perhaps the onfly course
ta bc pursued ; but -%vliet a mission is con-
ducted by a church the case is different,
-there ought, I tbink, to bo no such
restriction. Howvever, because grenerai
societies cati only advertise, and deai
privai eiy with youngf Mon, it seeins to
ho, generally expecied tlîat ail who, are
able or wvîliing to, beconie missionaries,
slîould aiways offer their services, and
that ai %vlio (I0 flot corne 'forwvard and
offer theinseives have no hoeart for titis
wvork. At ail tiniOs there ivill bo a few
ardent minds, such as Miime, Carey, and
Judson, %vho are so deeply imbued with
a missionary spirit titat no horne attrac-
t ions can allure theni, and no for6igut
difficuities can doter thei froni follow-
ing the inborni aspirations of tlieir tzlow-
ing hearts, or keep them, froin offiàringf
their services to go forth and plant the
standard af the cross on the high places
of heathemnism ; and in uies -of great
excitement, ivlien missions happýen to be
-popular, rnany, ivith more vanity than
rnissionary spirit, will be forward to
ofler tliinselves for the v.'ork. In the
second voyage of the 4,Dol]," it is to be
feared there were sane of this character
on board. As the great work of evan-
geilising the henthen, hoveçer, must be
carried on by ordinary mon, these in
must be oblained by ordinary mieans.
Motlest young mon require to he drawn
out, yea, sonietitnes, tlorced out. Tlik;
seerns alinost implied in our Saviour's
exhortation, 4'Pray ye therefore the
Lord o? the ha-evest, that lie wouid send
(or rather zlrust) forth lahourers iiio bis
harvesl" (Luke x. 2). This tlîrustin4g
forth in-plies flot nierely that th'qy sbauld
be impelled-by the stron2 and efficaciùus
influentces of the Holy Glbost, as our Sa-
-viour was when it is said (Mark 1. 12),
"9And immediately the Spirit driveth
(or hurrielh) him; inito the %viidjeress,"
the word in both places being the sane
in the original ; but cvidently also that
they should be influenced by ahl lawful
and suitable motives. The fly Spirit
uwually workettb through the mnedium of
ordinary means.

WVhet a youn- man effers bis servit-es,
tiiere ii always a chance o? bis being re-
fused ; and a refusa', is more or less iii-
isrious to, bis reputation ; but ifa, comi-
rniltee nive a cdii, andl fiil in obtaiîingc
tbe person calied, they stifFir nothing lie)
public estimation. Besidtos nlotling. tends
so inich2 to silence (èairq af supposed in-
coinpetoee, or apparent difhiulIiiesanîd
dangrers, and, to give cotirage to ineet
the opposition of~ kind-ljcarted but potr-
haps injudiciotis friends, as a cicar cati
in divine providence ta enage in thisý
-%ork. And aithougli vox populi is niot
alivays vox Dei, and no bjuinan cati (an
bo regarded as infalliblv a divine catil;
stili a public forinal eati froni the, mîissi-
onary conmîttee, sustained by thi' Pros-
hytery, of the Synoul, iwould present the~
subjeot before the minds of Miost moen in
-a inuch more inipressive and solenîn ligbit
ihati tue nmere private expostulations __of
soîne friend or momnber of coniittee ;
and it %wouid not supersede tîtese. 1 ain
strongly persuaded that t bore are miany
men iio would ceerluly accept of sud>
a cati, and feel their Nvay thkus muade clear
to become missionaries, 'vho wouid not
think of offeriing their services.

Some two or three ypars a!!o, the Unli.
ted Preshyterian Synod passed some ex-
cellent resolutions on the subject of mis-
sions, deiaring, il 1 recoiiect arifflit, that
the Cliurch D)ught ta be re'zarded as a
Lrea mion ay institute for the evan.
gelisation of the ivorld; and authoî'ising
and instructing their prafessors to, give
prot-ninence ta ibis subject in their pire-
lections, and ta briingy it flormally aisd
authoriiativoly before the minds; of" the
stutients; and giving full l iberty to tlieir
missionary oomniittce not oraly to adver-
tise for nîissionaries, but to niako direct
application ta studenîs or preachers
ivhose services thev wisbied to obtain.
Our Americra bretibren of the Gencral
Synod have a mode of recormcnding by
the comînittee, and of nominating-bv the
Synod, wbicb they consider as equiva-
lent toa call. 1 should like aur Sysiod
ta go, a stop farthier, and auilhoribe the
ruissionary eomniittee aliways, wlien ne-
eessary, ta bring out a cati for the
niissionaly, on the sanie principie that a
vacant congregation brings out a cati for
a minister. UIJness tbis pover is giiven,
#hem, the comnîitîee will always be car-
ryinh' on their operations unier great
disa&antages. As a generai rulc, aur
most. pramising yaung ni en ivill ho pick.-
ed up by aur vaîcancics, and aur uîiissio-
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