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COLLEGE OL~OS

A inost significant romark chanced te fall frem Clio
of our profiossors the other day, it -%vas this, Il We
remierbor but fctv Ci the mon we havo met in the
class room as teach.,ry, the othors wo tbink of, as theso
,%Yhe gave us sorne lessons. " Having madle issquiries
of a number of studonts ropresentitig varizuq colleges
1 flusd tisat tiseir testimionies agreo wvith that of tise
.Professer. Some sn.y that about one in five of ,lie
professera are master teachiers, two are Nvliat, nsiht lio
called -Cod toachtrs and '.wo they wvilI net attempt t
classify as toachors at all. Some niake the proportion
of geed mon larger, others muake thon s malier. Per-
baps the first is about an average, if se, assd studonts
allirin that it is, the' re is need of reormn amosîg colioe
faculties. Perhaps it wouid flot bcoeut of place if
this snatter 'vore sifted a little by those interostod in
the higher education. ThLs is aday wlbeîsail branches3
of nublie service is being inquiroci inte, and wvby shouid
this inost important of ail go unheeded.

Enquiry bas elicted tise feliowving facts, frein those
who shouid bo cempetent te judgo, cencerniîsg the
poor teachors.

Fîrst, thoy are net by any ineans ignorlsst men,
they are usually mon Nvho have indu iged in a wvide
range of reading; there is scrcely any subject about
which they cannet give valuable informatien, seine of
tbern are verltable walk-îng encyclopedias ; they know
a littie of everytbing except methods of teaching,
t he one thing abeve ail otheri bxpectedl of thons.

Seond,-they sacrifice depth for breadth, they are
batisfled with a superficiai knewledgo of a groat variety
oi subjects, and net, sufficiently acquainted -%vith that
Nyhich they are expected te toacb. A Jeaeral
kneivledge ia by ne means a teacher>s knewlodgo.
A msan cannot teach weli until lie lir se tboroughly
mnastered bis subject that it lias literahy bec.-)me a
part of hinsseif, and ho sees it in ail its bearings.
There is ne objection te a proessor having a broad
range of knowltdge, but bis first duty is to makze hii-
self thoroughly fansiliar with bis own subject. The
professer, whe will net sacrifice the porr-onal, pleasure
ef a brond range of knowledgo fer the sake of
becorning mxastcr in the line ho bas takenr uposi hin-
CnIf te teacb, dees a great injustice, first, to the
gov'.-rniig bodly wvlich bas elected b.n te the position,
av d expeet bim te use bis tino tnd cnorgiez in such a
mariner as will enable hins te do the very best pos-

sible work ; ia the second place, hon docs a great
in~justice te tho studis wvlo, spond valuable timo
and basrd earned nsos'y te rccoivo an education, and

ola nosly lif tii clasa instruction wlien thoy ouglit
te have lirst if the professor iiad been true te his pro-
fession ; tliird, lie doos hiins,'if great injury wvhen lie
thitîks te gain popuiarity iii public by broadth, bce
loacs tho respect of students for hismsolf as a toacher,
bis influence over thoin for good is dirninislsed te thse
niercst fraction, if incloed lie dees net de th2m positive
iiijury, hy gottissg tisom, te follow his rambli , habits.

Tiird-tbia third fîsot is tiîey bave no inethod in
developiîsg their subjcr, it is impossible te know
wihat thoy are driviiig at, tbey wander overywhero,
and wbiei tho cass is ever the studont feels as theugli
lio nover wvantccl te hear aisything more in that lino.
The professer sony bave a svorkiug knoffledgo of bis
su1ýject but lackissg motho(i he lacks tise inost essential
thing in a teacber. Sbeoting at randoni soldons does
effective wvork. During our college, days wo were
accustosed te hear wvitls considerablo inerriment
atonies coiscorssiîg a certain chass of clergy -who usea
te nmnke il, rwier boat tbat they nover prepared thoir
sermion-, but wnited for tise inspiration of the moment
te giv'o theis a lino of thouglit and metbod of dovolep-
ment. These nsight fairly illustrate some, e£ aur
coilege professera wvho seem te wait fer inspiration te
corne te tiseir aid, and wvison it dees corne it serves
tîei a! ton tise manner ef tise unfortunate ciorgy.

If tisese men can do botter titan tbey are doing and
refuse te make tIse effort slsould tise publie suffer on
their account?7 And oen if tbey are doing their boat
and prove a failure it is suraly unjust that the interest
e! thse msany shotuld ho sacrificed for the interest o!
tise few. Why ahould a state -~f afiairs bo permitted
te exist in a coliego faculty that wouid net be tolerated
iii any other departraent of service. The railread
oiispioyee whio is unabie te discitarge the dutios of bis
office is at once displacod by a more capable mans.
TIse lawyer %vite does net ussderstand bis business
soots leses lus clients. Tise physician in whora the
community bas lest coîsfidexsco wiIi net bo cailed
itt tise sick raoou for more courtsoy sake, and fer
thse sake of givissg bisa sonsetbing to do te earn a
livitsg. The clergyman wvho casinot, meet the demanda
of the parish is asked te retire. If in ail other
oinpioyssse:.ts mon have te stand esn tisoir ewn monits,
why net coliege professera? If after a fair triai they
are usssuccessful asic tison te retire, tho righs of the
public desnassd it. Thne law of demand and supply
boids good in regard te tise teaching profession.
Itithorto there has been but little if any practical
pressure brought te bear upon the teaching body by
tise governing body. Once o. professer, alvays a
professer, lias been the nsette in the past. Croate a
demand for botter, mon axtd botter mess will be
forthconiing. il. Y. o., '91


