Fomperaiice is the moderate wse of things bencficial, and abstinerice from things hurtful.
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‘0 THE EDITOB OF THE CANADA TEMPERANCE AbYocati:

Brr,—~The fellowing fact came under my own observation. In
the haps that It mry tend to promote the cause of Total Abstinence,
£ now placa It &t your disposnl,

Alout =% years-ago, I became acquainted with a family in one
of the principal towns in England, 'The fanily comisted of My,
C—— Mrs, O, four sous, and four daughters Mr. C. had
been nurtured inthe schoo! of wisdom anud piety, undsr the tutor.
age of ‘his excellont pavents ; and at the time I became acquatuted
srith him, bad heen, for many years, a pillur In the chureh of God,
He was reparkobly kind and gencrous. He seemed to think
nothing too much to do Jor the advoncement of the cause of his
Redeemer 3 :and having cultivated habits of close attention to busis
wess, he was-not wanting in shility. Hiz wife waa by no means
inferior to himself, and their children 1 to be endeaved to
them by alinost.every huen excellence. There was a reciprocas
tiun of affectionate feeling .between the parents and the children,
which gave.s peculiar holiness o the family. Nothing used to
affurd me greater pleasurs than an opportuaity to spend a few hours
in this earthily paradise.

Soon after my acquaintence with this family hnd béen formed,
I had occasion %o leave that part of the couptry, and I heard no
more of them for vearly three years, .Oue day, however, while
spending 2 few hours {n » town in oue of the midland copntles, X
called to sec-a sister @f Mrs. G, Of cowrsey, I mado patticular
enquiry about fy friend.and expresseff, with sirong fecling, the,]
sudap oyl Jindeponyin the sosicty. afbim a4 ble excels
lent “Family, The: 660 womau sighed deeply, and with gteat
emotion told mie that wy friend C. was uow in the Lunatic Asy.
hun, wecastoned by eXceséfvo drinking ; snd she added—* My poor
sister (hiy wife).dsalmoss broken-hearted ; for she is not only be-
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protested-in the most solemn manner, that If T ivould but intercedo
of hig Hiberation, he would never again yleld to intwmperarico,
told bim i wpuld think of the matter, atid pfomised to vislt him
agun in a few days.  The nexttinb 1 went, I showed bim o poper,
on which I had deawn out somothing resunbling the total abstin-
ence pledge. But rather angyily, he enquired if his famally hind
sent that document for him to siga, rya condition of his liberty.
answered in the negative, and told hitn it had orlyglnated entlvely
with myself. I supposed that he was siucere in his repentance for
his past folly, and therefore would be glod to avail himself of an
means to strengthen his mind agniist femptation, He seu‘lt{o:{
however, to think that to slgn such d pledgs would be & degradation,
As & matter of necessity, he was liberated, But ueed I ndd, thae
in less than another month, he was in his old situation. He con-
tinued there tifl agalt. recovered ; and befare hie was Rberated, X agahi
visited him, whea ho seemed 1puch broken lu spicit.  All his pro-
perty had been seized by his creditors, aind his funily bad been el-
wmost dependent upon the cold charlty of a friendless world. This,
and gome other palnful circumstances, hud apparently brought him
very low. Ee promlsed tosign the pledge publicly, at the first meess
ing he could attend ; but I wm sorry to siy be did not.  ¥or some.
time, however, he acted upou the princlplo, and gave encouraging
proiniee of hecoming something like his forme: wlf. His wife, and
family, and friends were almost overjoyed. Bus, alas! theic joy
was not of long duratien. He bad not signed the pledge, and
therefore was under o obligation eutirely te abstain, He thoughe
e might fuke a little, and it would do hiw _ad; and suvely bis
pHst efirigs Wounld prevent hilm from golog tuo far. Bup no
souner had he takeu the Hitle, thau the demon entered him, and
the thirst for more became tusatlable. e at once becane ieritable,
restless, and savago, )

A few evenings after, being ont a Hetle later than usual, Y& poor

reaved of Ber ‘bushand, under these heart-rending circumstances,
Put her eldest sony to whom she had lvoked for consolation and
protection, has alio acquired intemperate habits; and uced I tell
you the rest, their cir are embarrassed,” .

Shertly aftevsvards, it fell to iny lot to ranove to the town whers
my unfortunate:feiends ywere resident.  As xoon as convenient, 1
called at the pnce-hoppy- heme. But sh! how changed! The
enemy had beass{here. ‘The desolation was horrible.  The scene
was almest tog-Tidch fur.me.  As soon as we bad become some-
twhiat polletelt- s, ©. geve me o short account of her husband's

inteperate ared, ..

- -Abagt tve.ydurs bafure, on account of some pain; or ulizht com- |

Slednt; e had-beert necammended by the Puysicray to tuke daify
g fittle feandy. 'This adgice was strictly attended to, atd seemod
gasucezeds but he soon found that the guantity origioally pro-

sseds failed to prodove the vequired effect ; counsequontly, the doxe !
Fale T eq| Q Y :

bmd to'he incrensed; not oply once, but many times. Very soon

be hesame exceedingly iréitable, dod whenever any thing disturbed
Soatt afterwards, he |

hird, he songht velief in thy brandy bottle.
became uegligent of his busivess; till hix affairs were embarrassed ;
fre then throw off the autward vesttaiuts of religion, aud yielded
himsdifs @illiog victhm to intemperaunde in its foulest formns,  Ere-
quently did hw come home st miduiyht, and turn hiis distracted
svife and Huipless ohildren into the street. e hecawnde silch an
Suoeprons and conﬁrma'&,;dmnkg@, that he hus been knowqto
drink nearly  gallon of¥fasby inene day, This, howaves, 2061
Qeprized hilm of his resodl, and caused him to thraaten the lives of
his fanedly. ~He was, thefefore, pliced $a o Junatic msylum. He
tha aayivm atthe fimo I veceived the foregoing acgounnt from
ut the Gavernothad sent word, that ha wassofer recover-
24, thstBaiunstheramaved. Y wastherefore requasted to visithim.
M hwi T gxtived, be scemed mudh ashamed, but very penitent, He

 distracted wife, apprehensive of the consequences, retired into a
i private room, with her two eldest drughters, that they might cont
dole with one anather, and seck succour and protection from alm'm’}
Very noou ke acvived, and suspecting wheee his wife and daughters
! were, he went up stairy, and rushed jnto the room.  Ris wife, pers
, eeiving that he had an iron weapon by his slde, and scemred dn If
| he were going to attack them, and fearful that be might stelke hee
j daughters, ustantly stepped forward 5 when he struck hor o
| violent blasy on the forchend; afterwards, ho struck bir soveral
| times, 'The daughters attempted to rescus her; but finding their
effoits Ineffectunl, and supposing that he would kill their mothes;
and dext wreak bis vengeance upon them, they fled out of the
room, and with mare than human agility, they reached the botgms
of the stairs, and the sutside of the door, to call the ald of the police,
Asn zoon na the demouinc father pereeived they lind escaped from the
raom, he snatched a razor from his packet, and putsaed theme ; but
, they reachéd the outside of the door beforu him, and shrlekedt for help,
which was instuutly at band. The wretched futher, divappointed
that they had escaped him, turned rouud, dud entered the fivat rovin
le came th, and cut His throat—a, dreadful consummation! Whe
can oontemplate the mournful scens without a feellng of horror,
and a determination to discountenance ghe catisé of svch foarful
alsery. Surgeous wers immedintely in requisition, and although
both Mr, and Adrs. C. wers severely and dangeronsly waonunded, it
as Tpand that; with due cere, it a fow _days they twight Zecuver,
appily It fas 803 the wrotched author of this misery ®q¥ thin
agaitt pinced In the naylam; where, it 1s Iikely, he will spond the
remuant of his dags. Pazt of his suffviling fawily wers asmong
;ofmg of tho last to bid me fa¥ewell whon ¥ quitked my native
ome. . N : . .
1 will make no comwment dpon this heart-rendiny fact, ¥ think
+ neltke the drankard; nor themoderato deinker, catiread the areowns,
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