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Vcry numierous are the dyisîg testimenies
%iîiclî, in modern timies, have been set te the
ituth of the Iloly Scriptures. It is truc, there
has been ne persecution of tise faitiîfti, so as to
exhibit meni susiiéring for conscie-ice sake stili
there has been a cloud of wîtnesses, wvho, in tise
1..rtiace of affliction, have nnifcsted the charac-
ter of confessors of the truth. These, too,
have not ahs'ays been pereons of inature yenrs,
they have been, juidgiing by the inemoirs that
have proccded t1roni sorrowingr fricnds, iii the
beginning of tiseir days, and yet evincingr a
%visdoin an<l und(lrstanding which the mocre
experience of the troubles of life cannot confer.
Yezt, and out of the motitli of babes and
suckiings, the Lord hath perfected strength,
enablingr thean to be patient mn affliction, and tu
meet the last enemy with humble confidence
and joy. XVithout dosîbt, tise stifferings of tise
ancient martyrs, for the sal<e of the gospel,
fromn their pecuiliar severity, accompanied, ton,
as they werc, with the scora of the world,
affurd apowerful argument to convince gain-
sayers, seeing we have the spectacle of men
neither influenced by eisthusinsm, which may
carry a man a certain way in tisese matters, nor
yet counting the applause of tihe world, nor
coveltig its gains, but uipheld only by the testi-
snony of a good conscience, that the path
wherein they are walking i. that wlsich God
hath marked out in his holy word, and assured.
that hie is faithful whe bath premiscd, and se
yielding themselves te death, rather than be
îsnfaithful to their God. The world hath oftcn
witnessed such a spectacle, and, witbout doubit,
the truth appears very glorious and excellent in
such eras of tihe Churcls's history, and nlot a few
have been se convicted by itas to renounice thse
%vork: of persecution, and becoîne confessors of
that fuith they had souglit, te destroy. WVe
think, however, that a believer, on a sick lied,
in thse midst of severe and protracted suffering,
coinfortedl by thse sure promises of tise gospel,
and resigned to thse iill o? God, cither te live
or die, gives a testimony of a like kind te the
truth and excellencies o? tise gospel.. Doesthe
martyr shew bis firmn persuasion of the faithful-
mess of God's promise, by thse things which hie
sulfers, se does the aflicted christian.' 11 i.
truc, that thse oyie might in many cases receive
deliverance by simply denying bis profession,
wbereas the other may bie beyond thse means of

recovery, and therefore Ife iea witlsout, tesnpta-
tieni oms this matter, iievertheeàtm, iii tise peac
nnd composure of mid hie enjoys, lie miay make'
it as manifest, that deatis is stripped of itt4
terrors, nnd force on uis tise full conviction, that
ina decsth, as in life, he desires only tise glory of
God. And thse mnartyrdoes no more. Ii nany
cases, aiso, tise sick man is tired with avearisoine
days aud sieepless nigylits, sayiasg in tIse nîomning,
would it were evenin, and in thse evening,
would tisat it avere morningr; ani thorh thus
beset with temptations, to repine nt thse dealingrs
of Providence towards Iiuuai, we find himi resigned
to bis condition, saying, it may be, witii Job,
"4 vhat, shahl we receive good at te hand of the
Lord, and shahl we mot reccive cvii ?1' A ndy
thoisgh it is truc, thse sick iman lias not tise odium
to encounter, but, oit the contrary, enjnys thse
sympathy, of friende, -%vho mnay nnov as simcereiy
iveep with him when lie aveeps, as tlsey forzmerly
rejoiccd %v ith himn when hie rejoiced. And this
no doubit tendsto alleviate distress, nevcrtheles',
wvhcn %ve find him uinconcerned about his fi ends
ina ail other respects, saving only, in respect of
their spiritual wvci1-being, beatring a testinmony
te the trutis of tise Gospel, warning, thiscn o? tise
danger of earthiy pursîsits, and of thse cvii ani
foily of sin, ave tihe» sec a mn in wviose heart
thse love of trutis is supreme, and avho by tise
saine grace avould be reay te overcoîne tise
scomn of the worid for the trutiss sake, as hie
overcomes ail that is eartisiy in tise tics of
kindrcd or o? friendship.

Tise testimony of dying believers te the truti
of the gospel, thougisat first sigbt flot se stri-
king as that of martyrs, yet it will be found, if~
duly considered, te bc equaily worthy the atten -
tion of the careless and secure, inasmuch as if.
prescnts te them men posscssing strengti and
consolation when ail others have faiied, yea and
se large and abundant, that <as bas often hap-
pened) they are joyful in tiseir affliction. It
presenits te them me» in short whe with thse
measure o? trouble and sorrow that bas been
allotted te them have not been overcome ; but
thîrougis their persuasion o? tise truts of tho
promises bave certainly gained tise victory-
men full of sensibility, yet content with suifer-
ing-young in years, yet in ne way repining
because deprived of the pleasures o? life and
bealtis-of strong affections, and yet loving
their friends oniy te prepare tiser for a bettey


