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Ionce, you porcoive, wbat -wo desidorate is not more earnostnoss. This May
spring fromn the grossest orrors and produce the most disasterous consequces. it
was iadeed this, in one of its most a-wfui fornis, whiehi at thc fanatical cali of Peter
thiciit arcused all E urope to arms, and filled the plains of Asie. witil eediss
carnage. And, iwlioa the hour came fliat saw ail the oki barriers of society in France
givo ivay, it ivas agaîn tlîis that filled Paris ivith sucli lamentation ami woe as no
City ia modern times lias witnessed. It is only goodto be zcaloui?laffected in agood
thiny. Zeal in whlat is bad not only fits nman for great crimes, but is sure to beget
that blind approbation of crime iwhiclî steels the heart against remorse, and by
drawing to its aid the approval of conscience fatally prepares the soul for almost any
sort of wvickedness. A dull, -wicked man May be loathsomc and iri mlany iways,
miscliievous; but w'bo can set bounds te his criminality, wio, is thorougbily in
earnest to gratify bis own bad passions! To find an apology for a wicked course of
coaduet in the wreckless ardor ivitx which if is proseuted, aitlloug,,h coinnion
eneugli withi iwriters of a certain class, is yct one of the most pernicious lessons that
can be tauglit to the young. To be blinti to the dlaims of justice or to invert these,
and tlion scok for justice in more revengre with qucnchless ardor, is perhiaps as truc
and simple a notion as wc are able to, forrn of the -%vick-edness of devils. And just in
as far as this is seen in bad mon, -who employ great intellectual powcrs to, accom-
plish bad eads, *wbatever fictiiious charnis inay bc thrown around tlîoir character,
or by 'wliat sophistry socver it rnay ho disguisod, stili to ail virtiuous persons tlic
ardent liomo of wickedness is an ob*Ject of peculiar loathing and dread. If itbe pain-
fui to see a human mind becoming imbecile througrh inaction, it is stili more so to
sec a mind frenziedly active under tbe influence of sonie vicious passion. To Le
tborougbly in earnest to, go f0 perdition, or drive others to it, is the consummatioit
of madness. Yet this madniess Las been celebrated by nota fcw writcrs, wîo appear
to be se enamoured -%vith ardent hcroism, but flnd, in thc daring with 'wbich great
crimes are conimitfod, something thiat giýves them tlic hue, if not the substance of
virtues. It iveme easy, not merely froni wrîters of fiction, but froin grave historians,
to illustrate the perlicious commendation of men wvbose boroism was simply a dar-
ing, rec'kless-%vickodness. Let me guard you against being imposed on by this most
maisehievous sophistry. No man is a truc liero who, tramiples under foot the laws of
God and the riglîts of biis fellow-xncn. A mian niay be greaf ia wickodness ivithout
boing great in anything else.
. But, wbile if is truc thiat misdirected earnestness, likze evory other power-and it

may be said to be the misdirecfion of all buman poivers-can only produce hian,
StiR it is ne loss truc that the oarnostnoss *which. springs from riglit motives, and
strives f0 accomplish worthy ends, is of unspeakzable advantagc te, man. IL
8trengllîcns ail tLe powers of theC liznd. For, altliough i tmaybe assumied that ail men
bave the saine radical faculfies, yot it doos not follow thiat thcy ail bave theie,
originaily in equal str-eng.-th, or have an equai capacity to perforni flic sanie amnouf
of labour, or produce inteliectual fruit of tlic samne kind. If ivill bardly admit of
question, that there arc original eiementiry différences nccessary te mnake one man
a truc poet, anoflier a great orator, vi third au abie statosman. Yct oxperience
shows thaf, Le the original pewems what flicy mnay, the mind Cannot acquire cither
thc strengtlî or matorial for putting, forth great efforts witbout long and sovere
eoercise.

If is tlic want of tliis, or of the motives -viiich iead te it, that is the cause of thec
sloth and frivolity wlîich ruin se inany young mon. For, aithougli tley possibly Lad
good natumal parts, yot, as theso weme nover tborougliy exorciseed ia flic prosocution
of any great objocf, their pewvers were citiier nover unfolded, or suffomod a promature
docay. Tho latter, ivllichi is ofton witnessed witlî pity, wouid nover take place without
soeo ment-il or bodi]y diseaso, liad ail the faculties of flic seul beomi laboriously
oxcoisod. For, whcen tiiero is an earnest application te duty, ail tlic powers of the
Mind net only find empleynient, but are wionderfully strengthoned by cvery offert
fliat is made. Ilence, tlic task accomplishod by an earnest man but propares bim
fer stili higlior achievemnts.-Addres3 of -Profesor Gcorllc to the Stridents, of Qiteen'i
Colicge, Kingston.


