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the sacrifices of fools.” e ¢ giveth grace
unto the lowly.” ¢ The Lord lifteth up
the meek.” ¢ He hath filled the hungry
with good things; and the rich He hath
sent empty away.” Again it is gaid, ** God
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto
the humble.” But the Pharisee did not
belong to this latter cluss of people. He
knew nothing about meckness or humility,
nor did he care for the precious promises
which are attached to both. Iie halnever
learned the great value and importance of
humility ; and the mighty truth that « man
must become as a little child before he can
enter the kingdom of heaven, was most re-
pugnant to his notions of gedliness. Making
his boast i the law, and relying on his own
ability to satisfy its demwands, he remained
an eutire stranger to that holiness which is
produced in the really converted by the
Holy Ghost working mightily in them. e
knew nothing practically of this inward
purity, an experimental knowledge whichis
confined to those who have passed from
d: rkness untolizht, and frowm spiritual death
to the bidden life in the crucified one. In
his own eyes the Pharisee was upright ; and
it mever occurred to him that if' he were
“ weighed in the balances” he would be
“ found wanting,” and lighter altogether
thun vanity. e knew that it was his daty
to pray, but he had not yet learned to pray
as a suppliant.  He engaged in his public
. Jevotions, not as a devout worshipper, but
as a sclf-conceited critic. e stood before
the throne of grace, not as a sinner who
needed repentance and forgiveness, but asa
Jjudge who claimed to decide what God was
entitled to reccive from the worshipper. He
did not therefore “ pray with the spirit,”
or “with the understanding.” He could
not indeed do so without a very signal
change, which, affecting the heart, would
also affeet the outer life, and give quite a
differcit tone-to his sentiments.  Lut the
absolute necessity of such a change was
remote from his thoughts.  Ile was not ae-
quainted with the renewslof the heart; nor
had his love for public prayer arisen from
higher and clearer views of God, acquired
from the inward teaching of the Spirit. e
did not consider bimsclf to be a poor,
miserable outcast, a stranger  from the
covenauts of promise.”  Nothing scemed to
him to be wanting to complete his character
as a most excmplary and devout man ; and
he had spared no pains to impress those
around him with the idea that he was ab-
sohutely perfeet, that he was without spot
or blewish. Surely such a man had the
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best reason to feel at ease, and to congratu-
late himself on the high and secure position
which he occupied. And what more could
he desire than that of which he believed
himself to be pussessed 2 Was be not with-
out asingle flaw or defect? Religiously
and morally was he not the best of men,
“ an Israclite indeed, in whom there was
no guile?” Who could challenge any
imperfection in him 2 Who could venture
to accuse him of any inconsistency of prin-
ciple, or say that he had ever deviated, even
in the least, from the path of moral reeti-
tude? Was he not a perfeet model for the
imitation of all good men ? And ought not
such wen as the poor publican to feel very
deeply humbled in his presence?  Such,
indeed, appear to have been his feelings.
No doubt, if we understand his churacter
aright, these high and foolish notions en-
tered into the cumposition of the very flat-
tering judzment which he had forwed of
bimselt, and the extremely harsh opinion
which he cntertained of others. And if
this be so, no one will be surprised at the
tenor of his prayer. Did he not deport
himself precisely as might be expected in
the circumstances 2 Was he not very cir-
cumspret in his conduct, reverent in aspect,
and truly devout in his utterances? Was
not his language that of a man who had
lung been accustomed to prayer ? Were not
hiz words few, and pregnant with unfeigned
picty 2 Was he not very grave in his man-
ner, for did he not belong to those who
“ for a pretence” made * long prayers,”
and for a vain show of godliness assumed
“ a sad countenance " ?  1le did belong to
that <class, and did it not behove him to fill
up the measure of their hypoerisy 2 What
though he mingled his prayers with wicked
taunts, had not thousands done the same
before his tme? Mypocrisy in religious
worship was not a rare thing. It was
ciothed with the majesty of devout anti-
quity, and it had the sanction of meodern
times. From Cain to Judus, this demon of
false devotion had breathed deadly vapour
and fiery smoke around the universal sanc-
tuary, and poizoned the very springs of
countless hearts.  Was the Pharisee sin-
cular then? By no means, for he was only
onc of a vast multitude. Some had gone
before and some have followed. But he did
not consider hypocrisv any obstacle to heart
worship, nor d:d he regard it as any defect,
he having long been in the habit of looking
on it as the most innocent thing in the
world.  Hypocrisy, notwithstanding, was
not his self-sufficicucy beyond all question,



