(303)

obliged to restrain himself, having no longer any ltlm edueation of the heart, and to that he chie fly ap-
person on whom he might throw the blame. He'plied.  What would 1t have avauled him to be well
thus found himself obliged, willing or unwilling, totversed i worldly learmng, had he been ignorant of
put a stop to his wickedness. His time hang hea-| his noble dest.ny as a Christian, and fallen an early
vily upon hun ; he became sad, and fell sick.  His}vietm to lus jassions—in a word. had he deserted
mother was alittle alwrmed, not knowing to what: thealtar of lnsGodr  He nceded no other proofs of
to ascribe the indisposition of her dear son.  No a Christialt education than the example of his bro-
longer able to torment other percons, hie began to ther, to whom every thinz was penmitted at home,
tcase dumb anmals, who could lodge no com- aud tor whose future state he was very nnxious. Her
plawt against him, applied hinnselfearnestly 1o contract Christian habits,
Ouc day, he asked his mother's leave to go to,aund to tuke the law of God for the rule of lhis con~
bathe.  Soplua, who never refused lumany  thing,, duet.
willingly granted it, telbng him at (ge same time to}  Although he had heen so badly treated at home,
be on hus guard, and not expose himeelf to danger.  he did not harber any thonzht of hated or of re-
He promised every thing, and went away well con-ivenze; ke generously prayved for and pardoned
tented, carrying with him the hinen that Lie needed. [those who had persecuted i, ajoying the love
When he reached the river, instead of jounng his and esteem of s superiors and fellow  students,
companions, who were already in the water, he Frederie led at Colleze a very happy life, in com-
amused hunself with luding thew clothes :—they panson with that winch he had led at home, and
pretended at first hot to see hum: but suddenly they thus lud the foundation of his tuture happiness.
ran from the nver, fell upon him. dragged him,| Sophia, who could now caress her beloved Ely,
dressed as he was, mnto the water, and ducked him: awatted with impatience the arrival of the report of
soundly, in order to pumsh him, and finally let Lun  the college, relauve to the conduct and p.ogress of
go. | F'rederic. It costs us so much money,” said she
Ely returned honie, wet to the sk, aud said to to the neighbors who spoke to her about the mat-
his mother @ %1 do not know what 1y cmm:u{o\‘:tv,r, “that it would be a shame it he learns nothing.
have against me : no snoner had they seen me We shall see what will happen: but I augur no
than they laid hold of e and dragged me into the cood of him; for he behaved so badly here,
river ; and see how they have ticated me. O! [itaat 1 have everything to fear, lest far from the
shall die with shame !” sight of his vigilant father, he will be corrupted by
Sophiuiclt keenly the insult offered to her little

favorite. She sent him to bed, and went with
tears 1 her eyes, to tell' her hushand  He consoled
Ely, promising him to pinsh the bad boys who
had made hiny take so extraordinary a bLath,  Bly
sosn threw off the mask and betrared his real cha-,
racter ; ns purents alone were bliad to lus faults,
beeatise he kuew how to impose on them by his
hypoctlsy.
Let us now turn fora while from this reckliss
boy to the good and virtuous Frederic.
Having entered college, Frederic applied himeelf
< at first to learn the order of the house, and made it
his duty to follow the rute, to which he soon be-
camgjaccustoped.  He was respectful towards his
masters and directors in every circumstance; his
exercises werc always well written, his hooks well
kept, and his deportment proved him to be a young
man of firmness and dignity of character. His
companions were at first surprised at his regularity ;
but, as seon asthey knew him, all hearts were at-
tached t> him.

Rrederic wasnot hasty in contracting friendship ;
and e remained some months before he had a sin-
gle friend. His conduct at college was animated
by religion aud sincere piety. In seeking to ex-
tend the sphere of his knowledge, the young studgent
did not deceive himsel{as tn the true end of'science.
He knew that the principal object of instruction was

the bad example of evil companions.”

The report at length arrived. 'The principal of
the college spoke in the mmost exalted terms of the
excellent qualities of the young man, and pro-
nonnced him the first sindent in the college.—
What a disappointment for the cruel Sophia! She:
started back. and was on the point of fainting, at
at reading this letter so honorable to him whom
she continually endeavored to render inore and
more odious in the eyes of his father. However
she fouuad, even in the report, weapons againsi Fre<
deric. SRNT

¢ Here, my dear,” said she to her husband, show-
ing himthe report, “ here is some news of Frederie:
listen to this letter, it is from the president of the
college.” She then hegun'to read in gif emphilic
tone, laying a stress on ‘the expressions that were
most flatt2ring to the young man ; thén’she added :
«They who say too much~—say nothing. It is
impossible that Frederic, who was a mi’schicv"'oﬁg
boy at home, could have become vll at once a saint
This letter is either acounterfeit, or Frederic plays
the hypocrite and thus imposes on his masters.~=
What do you think of it ?” ) ’ i

"The father took thie letter; read it to hiiSelf}
and said to hig,ivife: “Iam of your opinién,*iy
dear ; this letter 1s tuo favorable to Frederic t87re-
quue entire credence ; it is, however, from the*pfe
sidéhtZ2it’is his style, hio writing from beginning
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