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8ELLING GIRAIN.
Tur CUNIs%(RtU[Ax. lias pIACed thse reSPanI1

hility for tisa iaw prico of wheat largeiy upan
thie farni era suit a lsrga portion o! tho
crop iiiarkcîcd s0 eariy lu tise year han nover
befora beurt known. This cannot aitogotherboa
owing ta pressure ta aell, ia erder ta accure
cash ta liquideta inadebteduIiesa, for thse faimers
abonid net bc under greater pressure oni this
accout tisan fi former years. Stisi tisera fa
ne doubt but that farmera have beeuî forcu
ta aoli lu many Insances in arder ta obtain
tha wherawlth te meot demanda tram; bhir
creditoe. This fa triac fi Manitaba, as wcii
as lu Lise great whcat atates, sonth o! tise
boundary. Undoubtediy many rmera
wculd have held fer higher pricca if they liad

mot lissa pressed for cash. Thoir ereditors leek
for their moisey as soon aiter harvest as the
grain eaa be snarketed, and itb [s but natumal
that thay sisould ho Impatient ta recolve their
cwn, wlhen they kneow tho fermer bau the grain
a&U ready te tcli. The farmnera as a mule buy
an cre:iit damiag a large pertion cf tise yezr, ai.
ways on tise under4banding that paymeat ia te ha
made af ter harvest. One principal item svhich
ainounts te a Vary large tutti fis tise aggregratc,
ip, for implementa and farin naciiery. There
arae very faw farinera in Manitoba who have
uîot heavy bis te nîcet for implementa avery
year, and this la about tise first itemt whi ch
has te ba paid. The Implement men as a mula
are aisarper collectors risan the marchants or
ather creditarS Of the fariner. The latter can
frequcntly stand off hlm store bis for ais in.
definite time, but lic usually han aufficient
pressure brouglit te fear upon hlmi ta unake hum
psy forbis implenients as early as ceavenient.
Basides, the rate cf intercat on averduie notes,
fer implements, is a strong incentivo ta induce
tise fariner to soli his grain ta pay off suclu
clains, oven altisough tisa price musy bc lower
than lie considers profitable te soli at Tnx
COMurERCiAL isas on pat oceasions expressed
tise opinion that, the expeuditnre for implements
and farin mnacisinory in e'initoha ta mucis
larger thau it ulioubd be. Wo have kncwu
fauniers wso lied oaly a amnall ares cf
land under cuitivation, ta procure a full
outfil, cf expensive nîiachinery. That
sacimubusincsslike, sa the expandituro was
ont cf ail prepartian to the proliablo ratura
frein tise crap. Farinera cf course cannot farin
ivithant their impieents, and tisey shouid
kuow tiseir awa business as te tiseir requira.
ments; but it re&liy dees mmam tisat thu vaist
annuel oxpenditura for implements might ho
cut down, ta tise grat advantage a! the fariner.

Thse easy credit syatens la ccrtaiely mespaus.
ible for a censiderabla portion cf tise aggregate
indebtednaii e! tise farinera. This applica in
a gesieral seus ta other Uines as well as fn nia.
ohinery. Tisero are ne deubt meny farmera
,wha would not have soid their whcat at, tise
prasent low pricen, wero it net that tbey were
presaed for tise inoy ta meet their ob1igationu
te creditura. At thse taune time lb is aise un-
daubtedly truc, that many farinera would not

have bateu obligeadt te li their wiseat te psy
obligations duc, woe (tuont for the frecdein cf
emodit Ia this country, for the reuson that tlney
wouid hava dotte withîout saine tlsiîgs If thoy
had foliowed a cloner cash aysto.n. Tiuey are
ecocuraged and nrged ta lîuy on crcdit; but tise
Lima ta psy comtes arouad juat the sailse, and
thay muet oecl thîir grain ia order te mtrio
liabilities, aven though tain prîcca obteinable la
net a faf ny profitable cule.

IRRIGATION FLR THE WEST,
Tuii COMMIienuÂr lits on several occasion.-

dîîring recent years culied attention ta tise
maLter cf irrigation for tae drier partions of
car western plains. This journal lias more
La once urgeul thuat the gaverniinent ohluld
intemest itsolf in the mattor, with a view ta
discovcrlng wbat eau hoe donc fa tise direction
o! irrigation la such districts. It la truc biset
thora ara vast arens of ili landeianf western
Canada atitt tinoccupied, wlîich are net fa need,
cf (ru gatiis toe mnder thensfruit! ni. WVehava
millio ns cf acres cf nacccupfed lande which ro.
quira ne artificial systemt o! watcring, tlîo avcr.
aga precipitatien bel ug quita taillaient for agri.
cultural purpases. Tisera fa land encugis cf
buis class at tise prescrit rate cf settlement, ta
supply tiso demaad for many yea te carne.
Thse argument may therefera ho ascd, tiset lb fa
necessery ta undertake ta establish a syttein

of irrigation fa tisa dry riglons, whf le thoera la
abundance cf land whfch das net requira rf.
gation te ontier it fruitful. We dc nat belfeve
that ancis an argument fa a geaul one. Tise
are large ara o! land la tise fer wc8t, parbicu.
barly la southcrrn Albserta, eutis western Aissizîl-
hala, and interior parts cf British Co!umbie,
which require irrigation te mender thern aafeby
adapted te ganerai culivation. Tisomci is ex-
collenit, bisa land easy cf cuitivation, andl tise
clmmate very favorable fci settiement, but the
average rajifail la f amufllciant. If lb ware
known tlîat tiiese banda could bc irrigated et, a
reasonabla cctt, tisa value o! bise coun-
try as a whole would bo fimeasmrbly
increasad. This alone la ona good
argument wlsy we chauld not n'ait untfb other
regions are c cupied, befomo eadeavoring ta
adapt these dry sections te culti ration.

But tisera la anotiser and atrenger argument
cgaiusst deiay. The more land tisera la open
for sattlemant, the more rapidiy wfill the coun.
try fil up. Soris cf theme dry sections are se
aituated geographicmliv, that thcy arc at once
availabla for settlensent, and would seon 611l
up with fariners, if thay were adapted te culi.
vation. Tisey already hava raiiway f acilities
safficient te accomniodate a large population.
Thev ara fa tise natunal lina o! aettlament, and
woubd certainiy scon have a considarabia pop.
ulation cf agricelttaralists, in addition te thoe
now engagea la maisiuig estock, miafng, etc., if
tho condition% existed ta rendier agriculture a
success. There cmii be no daubot but tisat tise
country as a whiobe voubd, be popubated mare
rapidiy, if the dry sections were mado suitable
for cultivation. This can ouîby bc donc by a
oomprehiensive syatemn cf irrigation.

Tise board cf brada c! tisa town o! Lcth.
bridge, Alberta, which le directby iatereated fin
tise questien cf irrigation, bas recontly taken

the matter up, and wiil reprenant f ta vfewva ta
tho goverrament. The busy mining town ci
Lothbrldgo la surrounded by a country which
but for th 0 want of suffiolont average preoipita.
tien, would be eue of the fincet, agrionitural
sections of this crntinent. The %aime appies
ta a conaiderablo portion of tauthern Alberta.
Tho Dominion governinent, tt lis ta b ha ped,

lI couaider the mottr carefuliy, and at leaat
tako prelimia-y steps to invoatigato tho mat.
ter. It fas net expocted that tha governont
ahotild at once launch out liste noamo axpcealvo
worka, wltlî a view of providing menus of irri-
gating tho counatry. An officiai iavcîtigatlon
and report mipon the potaibilitias of irrigation,
howover, fa what ia needcd nt once, follonwod,
If nocessary, by miore practical encouragement
fa thc actual work o! lrrigating tho land.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE,
The mai arlty of those whoheard Mr. Pairkin'a

addrent in the WVinnipeg board cf trado monte
lai. week were aurprfsed. la fact thia fa the
genor'il rcmnark which was heard, in apeakinig
about tho addresa af torwarda. Perhaps almoat
a majority of thase lîresent attended out cf
curiosity. At leant, they dia not expeot ta
hear any vory coavincfng argumenta fa favor of
the federation of the empire. This great quea*
tien las one upon which oven the majority cf
ar well*fnfarmed, business and proleasional

men (sncb as composed M~r. Parkin'a listencr>
ora but iii informed. While i lia hmont been
studied dceply, the aubjoot in vfewed as a
rul as une beyond the range of practical ques-
tiane-a sentimental, viaienary initter which IL
la not worth whilo givlog careini thouCht ta.
Hence we have tho word "fiad" and other aimi.
lar expressions frequently applied te the ques-
tien cf Blritish fedcration. Blut "aurpriaed" la
aven a mild torn ta apply ta those wvho heard
Mr. Peirkin'a address. Hae arguments wero
simply unanswerabla. A more practica.l ad-
dres tramn tho tipie tha gentleman rose ta
apcak, until hae agaia resumed his scat, we have
uie%'r heard anywhere. It waa nothing but
argument throughout, and that a! the moist
coaviacing sort. Thosa who expected ta hear
a sentimental talk, n., perhapa the majority
did, were disappointed to that exteat. It waa
an addreas delivered in a moat cimrnt manner,
and bristling with argumenta in every sentence.
Tneme precent, regardema of any pravious
thanght given ta the question, were simpby con.
vinced of the entircly unanswerablc nature of
the arguments aivenced.

No eue in tho raomr wouid have attcmpted
ta controvert Mr. Parlcin'a argumenta in any
particular, at the close cf luie eddresa. We do
not zay that every ane present woubd faver the
federation cf the empire. Thora may have
been serma present who wauld pr'-!er ta see the
dhruption cf the empire, and who therefora,
tlîauSh believing ini the necessity cf the
federatien of the empire, as shawn by Mr.
Parkit, wOCu l h prepereï te Oppose auch fed.
emation. Only those who are apposed te the
centinuance of thea empira, could hope for tise
suppression cf snob werk as that being donc by
Mr. Parisin. Tise are fow cf this clu-z ini
%vinnipcg, ana fat, we balieve tIn Canada. There
are many, howevtr, who, while fully agreting
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