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SELLING GRAIN,

Tur ComMerutat has placed the vesponsi.
bility for tho low prico of wheat largely upon
the farmers Such a lirgo portion of tho
crop markeed 8o early in tho yoar has nover
before beon known, This cannot altogether be
owing to pressuro to soll, in order to scourc
ocash to liquidato indebtedness, for the faumners
should not bo under groator pressuro on this
account than in former years. Sti!l thero is
no doubt but that farmers have been forced
to soll in many iustances in order to obtain
tho wherowith to meot demands from their
creditors, This is truo in Manitoba, as well
as in the great wheat states, south of tho
boundary. Undoubtedly many Ilarmers
would have held for highor prices if they had
not been pressed for cash. Their oreditors look
for their money as soon after harvest as tho
grain can be marketed, and it is but natural
that they should bo impatient to raceive their
own, when they know tho farmor bas the grain
all roady to sell. Thefarmers as a rule buy
on credit during a large portion of the year, al.
wnys on the understandiog that paymentisto be
made after harvest, Ouoeprincipal item which
amounts to a very large sum in the aggregrate,
is for implements and farm machinery, Thore
ate very fow farmers in Manitoba who have
not heavy bills to meet for implements every
year, aud ihisis about the firat item which
has to be paid. The implement men as a rule
are sharper collectors than the merchants or
other creditors of the farmer. The latter can
frequently stand off his atore bills for an in.
definite time, but he usually has sufficicnt
pressure brought to fear upon him to make him
pay fochis implements as early as convenient.
Besides, the rate of interest on overdue notes,
for imploments, is a strong incentive to induce
the farmor to sell his grain to pay off such
claims, oven although the price may be lower
than he considers profitable to sell at. T'nxy
CoMMERCIAL has on past oceasions expressed
the opinion that the expenditure foc implements
and farm machinery in }anitebs is much
larger thanit shonld be. Wo have knowa
farmers who had only a small area of
land under cultivation, to procure a full
outfit of oxpensive machinery.  That
seems unbusinesslike, as tho expenditure was
out of all propartion to the prodable return
from the crop. Farmers of course cannot farm
without their implements, and they should
know thoir own business as to their require-
ments; but it really does acom that the vast
aonual expenditure for implements might be
cut down, to the great advantage of the farmer.

The easy credit system is certaioly respous-
ible for a considerable portion of the aggregate
indebtedness of tho farmers. This applies in
a general sense to othor lines as well as in ma.
ohinery. There are no doubt mauny farmers
who would not have sold their wheat at the
present low prices, were it not that they were
pressed for the money to meet their obligationy
to creditors. At the tame time it is also un-
doubtedly trae, that many farmera would not

have boon obliged to sell thoir whoat to pay
obligations due, wore it not for tho freedom of
credit in this country, for the reason that thoy
would have done without some things if they
had followed a oloser cash systom. Thoy aro
encouraged and urged to huy on credit; but the
timo to pay comes around just the satho, and
they must sell their grain in order to meot
liabilities, even though tho prices obtaivable is
not a fairly profitablo one.

IRRIGATION FOR THE WESL.

Trg CoMMRRCIAL has on seversl occasionz
during recent years called attention to the
mattor of irrigation for tho drier portions of
our western plaine. This journal has moro
than onco urged that the governiaent should
intorest itsolf in tho mattor, with a viow to
discovering what can bo done in tho diroction
of {rrigation {n such districts. 1t is truo that
there aro vast arens of rich lands in weatorn
Canada atill unocoupied, which ave not in need
of inrigation to rendor them fruttful, Wo havo
millions of acves of unoccupied lands which ro.
quire no artificial systom of watering, tho aver.
age precipitation being quite sufficient for agri-
cultural purposes. There is land cnough of
this class at tho present rato of settlement, to
supply the demand for many yoars to come.
The argument may thereforo be ased, that it is
unnecestary to undertake to establish o system
of irrigution in the dry reglons, while there is
abundance of land which doea not require irri.
gation to render it fruitful. We do not holieve
that such an argument is a good one. There
aro large arsas of land in the far west, particu.
larly in southern Alberta, south western Assini-
boia, and interior parts of British Celumbia,
which require irrigation to render them safely
adapted to general cultivation. The soil is ex-
cellent, the land easy of cultivation, and the
climate vory favorable for settlement, but the
average rainfall is insufficient. If it wore
kuown that these lands could be irrigated at a
rensonable cost, the valus of the coun.
try as a whole would be immeasurably
increased. This alone is one good
argument why we should no% wait until other
regious are ac cupied, before endeavoring to
adapt these dry sections to cultivation.

But there is another and stronger argument
against delay. The more land there is open
for settlement, the more rapidly will the coun-
try fill up. Soms of theso dry sections are so
situated geographically, that they arc at once
availablo for settlement, and would soon fill
up with farmers, if they were adapted to culti.
vation. They already have railway facilities
sufficient to accommodate alarge population.
They aroin ths natural line of sottlement, and
would certainly soon have a considerable pop-
ulation of agriculiuralists, in addition to those
now engaged in raising stock, mining, ote,, if
tho conditions existed to render agriculturo a
success. There can be no doubt but that the
country as a whole would be populated more
rapidly, if the dry scctions were made suitable
for cultivation. This can only be dono by a
comprehensive system of irrigation,

The board of trade of the town of Leth.
bridge, Alberta, which is directly interested in
the question of irrigation, has recently taken

the matter up, and will ropresent its viowa to
the government. The busy mining town of
Lothbridge is surrounded by a country which
but for the want of suflicient average procipita.
tion, would bo one of the finest agricultural
scotions of this continent. The samo applics
to a considerablo portion of southern Alberta.
Tho Dominion government, it is to be koped,
will consider the mattcr carefully, and at least
take proliminary steps to iavestigato tho mat.
ter. Itis not expooted that the government
should at once launch out into some expensive
works, with a view of providing means of irrl.
gating tho country. An official investigation
and report upon the potsibilitias of irrigation,
howover, is what is needed at once, followed,
if nocessary, by more practical encouragement
in the actual work of irrigating the land.

THE BRITISH EMFIRE,

The majority of those whoheard Mr. Parkin’s
addrese in tho Winnipeg board of trade rooms
Iast. week were surprised.  In fast this is the
genoral remark which was heard, in speaking
about tho address aftorwards. Perhaps almost
a majority of those present attended out of
curiosity. At least, they did not expect to
hear any very convincing arguments in favor of
the federation of the empire. This great ques-
tion is ono upon which oven the majority of
our well-informed business and professional
men (such as composed Mr. Parkin’s listeners)
are but ill informed.  While it has not been
studied deeply, the subject is viewed as a
rule as one beyond the range of practical ques-
tionr—a sentimental, visionary matter which it
is not worth while giving careful thought to.
Hence we have the word *‘fad”” and other simi-
iar expressions frequently applied to the ques-
tion of British federation. But *‘surprised” is
even a mild term to apply to those who heard
Mr, Parkin’s address. His arguments wero
simply unanswerable, A more practical ad-
dress from the time the gentleman rose to
speak, until he again resumed his seat, we have
never heard anywhere, It was nothing but
argument throughout, and that of the most
convincing sort.  Thoso who expected to hear
a sentimental talk, as perhaps the majority
did, were disappointed to that extent. It was
an address delivered in a most earnest manner,
and bristling with arguments in every sentence.
Those present, regardless of any provious
thought given to the question, were simply con.
vinced of the entirely unanswerable nature of
*the arguments aidvanced,

No one in the room would bave attempted
to controvert Mr. Parkin’s arguments in any
particular, at the close of his address, We do
not say that every one present would favor the
federation of the empire. There may have
been some present who would pr~fer to see the
disruption of the empire, and who therefore,
though believing in the necessity of the
federation of the ompire, as shown by Mr,
Parkio, would be prepared to oppose such fed-
eration. Only those who are opposed to the
continuance of the empire, could hope for the
suppression of such work as that being done by
Mr. Parkin, There are fow of this class in
\Vinnipeg, aud few we believe in Cavada. There

are mavy, however, who, while fully agreeing




