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It is needless to go over the insolvency
record of the past three years to show the
necessity for such legislation us is here
suggested.  The instances are numerous
and fresh in the menmory of many in which
dishonest preferred claims have swallowed
up the entire estates of insolvent debtors,
aind iefv nothing for other and less un-
scrupulous creditors.  In fact the uncer-
tainty which has existed in the winds of
creditors who would be both just and
generous to o debtor, hus often led them
to seek reprisals by a system of sharp
practice they would otherwise never put
in force.  Should we have 2 recurrence of
the panicky days of 1883, we might cer-
tainly expect, that * Devil take the hind-
most” would be the motto of the bullk of
creditors in seeking theiv own from shaky
debtors,

Some cfiort should be made to secure
the passing of such an act by our local
Parliament during the session now about
to open, and as one of our city members
is now a member of Mr. Norquay’s cabinet
itis not too much to expect, that the
member for South Winnipeg wounld give
some special attention to a picce of legis-
| lation which will specially benefit the com-
meranl classes who form the constitueney
he represents.
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It may be urged vy somne ohstructionists
that such & measure as we suggost is in-
# complete, in so far as it falls far short of
the business wants of the country at
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R present.  But sucl an argument is value-
by . .
*H less. A measure which accomplishes one

3 half of work actually necessary, is cer-
2 tainly much better, than nothing, and it
b is questionable if legislation on commercial
affairs is not best accomplished wheu it is
IR overtaken gr«lually and in stage.. We
g hope some legislation of this kind will Le
enacted before the close of this session of
i the House.

THR REJECTED PLOUR TAX.

Aslong asany country is burdened
with a system of heavy imvort tarifts, a
rezular course of legislative tinkering
must be pursued each year, and like the
g Irishman’s stockirgs the hedls of which
were usually ready for darning by the
{ime the toes were repaired, the tarifl web
4 has too frequeutly to,be patehed in one
place by a piece, which has left a hole at
2another.  This is made painfully apparent
in connection with the Canadian duties
on wheat and flour.  Although Mark
Lane Zondon pract Jly fixes the price

of wheat all over this coutinent, so lony
as we have a surplus for export, the loyal
farmer of Canada has to bhe detuded into
the belief that an import duty on wheat
is & protection to him in raising the same,
in order to muke him a supporter of the
National protection policy. [fany further
argunient were necessary to show the ab-
surdity of such a thing, it can be formed
in the facilities which United States mil
lers have for grinding Canadinn wheat in
bond and shipping the same back ton
Canadian market, o privilege which we
connot conplain of on this side of the
houndavy, secing our Government allow
willers the same in connection with United
Staves  wheat.  OQur millers  uaturally
complain of « tavilf; which places on the
wheat necessary to make a barrel of tlour
a duty, considerably higher than is fixed
upon the flour in a manufactured state,
With facilities for grinding in bond the
United Scates miller has  Just this difter-
ence in the duty of an advantage over his
Canadisn competitors, aud can, it our
flour markets keep as high as those in the
United States, make s better profit out
of grinding Canadian wheat, than that of
his own country, The avowed aim of our
national policy is to foster industries at
home, but its avrangements in connection
with wheat and flour aim to protect an
industry, unmely wheat raising, which
cannot be assisted m any way, so long as
Canada is a grain exporting country ; and
abt the same time they place the milling
industry of the Donmion at the mercy of
competitors on the otherside of he boun-
dary. There is certainly just cavse for
midlers to complain of such a state of atlairs
and. the Government professing a pro-
teetive taritf creed does them a great in-
Jjustice, and supports a strange anomaly,
when it fails or refuses to give them
redress.

In proposing to redress the above griev-
auce the extreme protectionists wul no
doubt advocate an increased duty on tlour,
but even the present Dowminion Govern-
ment with its ulera-protective tende -ies
have not the hardihood to impose an in-
creased tax on bread i the vresent state
of stagnant trade and threatened destitu-
tion among the laboring classes, and it is
probably wcll, that they have something
to deter them from following such a
course. Still there is no reason why our
miilers should sufer longer nnder the
injustice which an anomalous teriff
thrusts upon them. 'J"he o“nly reasonable

course open in the matter is to reduce
the duty on wheat, so that our millers
will be at least ou an equal footing with
competitors in the United States grinding
in bond : or, if protection for the manu-
tucturer is intended, reduce it <o that our
millers will have an advantage.  Such a
course would no doubt be at variance
with the ideas of those who think they
can still delude the fariwer inco the belief
that & wheat tarilt’1s a protection to him.
But the farter has long ago seen tho
folly of such an opinion ; and with him
there is s growing belief that all tarifis
ave wmeant for the profit of others at his
expense,  In the Northwest the farmer
would not sutier one cent’s worth of in-
jury if the tarift’ on wheat were entively
swept away ; but the willing industry
would be greatly benefited tnereby, 1t
way not be generally known, but it is o
fact, nevertheless, thuat not a barrel of
Northwestern-manufactured  flour  from
the crop of 1884 hus as yet veached the
markets of Montreal aad other eastern
cities, the reason being the inability of
our millers to compete there in price with
those of the United States under the pre
sent anomalous state of the tariff law,
We are all auxious to ste large exports
of wheat from this country to the east;
but we are still more anxious to see our
wheat exported in a manufactured state,
and the cost of its manufacture retained
in the country.  The profits on its manu-
facture retained in civeulation here would
be of much greater benetit to us than we
shall ever derive from au import duty on
wheat, which has as much effect upon the
price of that cercal as an eclipse of the
moon has upon the stock marhets of Lon-
don or New York.

There is a taint of dishonesty about
every provision of our tariff arrangements
which are supposed {o be protective of the
farmer, which Canadian statesmen should
be shrewd enough, if they are not candid

enough, to feel ashamed of.  As each im-
port duty on manufactured goods is put
in force, the people of the Dominion are
told, that it is to preserve for ourown
people home markets which of right be-
loug to them, while the facmer reust Jook
to crowded Europe for a market to tix
his prices, and where Canadian protection
cannot reach. But the anomalous wheat®
and flour duties go further than this, for
they fail to protect the man who manu-
factures the farmer’s grain. It is not to
he wondered at therefore if there is among
the agricultural classes of the Dominion a
growing scepticism about the benefits

from protection of any description,



