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THE WEEKLY PRESS.

There is hardly a line of business in Canada
which is so overdone by competition as the
newspaper business.  This 1s so true of the
w.ekly field that no apology is required for
referring here to the recent demise of The Victona Gube,
although that was a daily journal. Ia announcing its own
suspension, The Globe said . ** The Victona Daily Globe has
suspended publication.  We think this annouancement will be
received by the public with very geoeral regret.  The eapunse
of publishing a thard paper in a ficld the size of Victona is very
great, and the failure to receive the degree of suppurt antici
pated renders it necessary to cease publication, thuugh arrange
ments may be made to continue the paper at an early day. In
the political ficld, The Globe has been remarkably successful,
and it 1s a decp disappointment tu the prumoters of the cntet
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prise that circumstances are such as to prevent he Globe from
witnessing the triumph, in a few weeks, of the cause it su
vigorously and successfully espoused.”

No one whose heart is in newspaper work cares to speak
fli »antly or unkindly of a cuntemporary that has guen up the
struggle.  But it 15 necessary to say that the passion for starting
papers in Canada in fields already well served is altogether too
prevalent.  Ambition, usually pohucal, though sometimes per-
sonal, 15 often the cause. Do not publishers themselves
indirectly contribute to this habit of calling new journals mto
existence to compete with them 2 If a paper falls under the
displeasure of some party or scction, its contemporaries often
accelerate the movement by criticizing it unmercifully. .\ new
paper 1s then proposed, and capital 15 got for it, partly because
people believe that it will fill a felt want and do better than
those already in existence.  I'he readiness of some to start new
ventures is encouraged by the abusive tone some newspapers
adopt towards ecach other.  The average man has a poor
opinton of the press as a whole. Is he not justified, when
editors put in print such contemptuous opimons of one
another 2

To keep and imcrease its hold upon the
community, the weekly is sometimes obliged
tu be un tl ¢ luvkuut fur chanees to build up
its reputation as a purveyor of news.  This
last function is surely the chiel aim of a *newspaper,” how-
ever able its editorial articles may be, or however original its
jokes. The Parry Sound Star has seized such an opportunity
by 1ssuing daily a small four-page “war edition ” at 5¢. per copy.
The publisher says. ** It is the intention of the publishers to
‘publish a daily edition of The Star if the encuuragement from
the public warrants its issue.  We du nut expect w make money
out of the venture even at the price we are compelled to charge
for it, but will be content if we can get suflicicnt o cuver cust
of special telegrams and cust of ssue.  Our elegrams are
direct from the scat of war and are not a re-hash of the aews
in the daily press, vur insteuctivns buug W supply us with news
later than the wurming papers issuc. By teasun of the recent
change of time on the aldway the uews frum Tutontu by the
morniag papers will be forty-ught hours old befure it reaches
here.  Our purpuse 15 to give news up o the huur of going
to press.  In future, of sutiaent suppurt s furnished, we will
print daily and of such & sice as will suit the news and adva
tisers.”  Started 1n this mudest and cautivus way, the ventare
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