THE CRITIC.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Subsoribers remitting Money, oither direct to the Office, or
through Agents, will find reocipt in next paper.

Mr. Colin Wm. Macdonald requeats us to atate that ho did not sond, or
authorizo to be sent, the solution of the puzzle which appeasred in theCniriv
on Friday Inset.

"Tho terrible cyclono which last week swept over a portion of the Stato of
Minnesota, and deatroyed the busineas portion of St. (‘loud, was onoe of the
most torriblo ovor exporienced in tho Wostorn States.  Tho losa of lifo and
tho destruction of property were fortunately notna great an was at firet
supposed. Nova Scotia may have ita drawbacks, but our people lave
wuch to be thankfur for. Cyclones, blizzarde, casthquakes, and other
natura} phenomena are hero unknown,

The several Provinces which form the Dominion of Canada started in
1867 with u balance to their credit. Some of them are now in debt ior
large amounts, tho bonded and floatiug debt of New Brunswick now boing
81,600,000, Thero is a sctow lovse somewhere,

On Saturday week the streots of Halifax will present an unusual sceno of
bustle and activity, and the stranger wiil bo surprised at the innumerable
numbor of furniturc-laden trucks which are to bo seen in every direction.
‘The 1st of May is tho annual moving day in Halifax.

A company is now Loing iucorporated for the construction of a bridge
to connoct lsle Madame with Capo Iireton, Within n fow days tho Govern-
ment purchesed from the Avon Bridge Co. of Windsor the only remnining
toll bridge in thu Province. Iut some onterprising porsons in Richmond
County, C B, proposo to perpetunto the toll bridge system, If the presont
communieation between Islo Madame and the mainlind is not satisfactory, a
bridge should certainly Lo constiucted, but it should not bo a toll bridge.

Great Britain has como ont at the close of hor financial year with a deficit
of $12,000,000, which is muinly due to the falling off in the Customs
recoipts upon imported spirite. Gladstone attribntes this decline in the
imporlation of alcohol to the improved habits of the people. Tho estimated
expendituro for tho ensuing yearis $452,000,000. An averago of $12.55
per head of the popalation.

Tho Americin historian Bancroii, rofers te Nova Scotia as a land in
which there are nino months winter and tl.reo months cold weather, If
thoso who aceept Bancroft’s statoment as correct, conld have beem in tho
Provinco on Sunday and Monday last, when the thermomoter atood at 75°
above zero, they would have cume to the conclusion that even Bancroft was
not infallible,

’I.’ho Gordon memorial fund has almost reeched £3,000, tho sum
required for the statue.

1t is understood that El Madhi's successor at Khartoum has sent a
deputation to tho Khedive of Egypt with a view to the peaceful soitloment
of the Syudaneso difticulties. 1t this bo trne wo may hope to ses peace
restored in the region of tho Upper Nile,

"The wheat crop in England for 1885 was 2,000,000 bushels loss than
the previous year, the acreage under cultivation being about 93 per cont. of
that of the former period. I'ho total yield of 1885 was about 75,000,000
bushels.

Mr. Ciay, tho emigration agent, has sont a cablegram to Miss Rye
requesting her to at onco send out one hundred English servant girls, places
having beon secured for them iu Halifax and in other towns in the Province.

The Fruit'Grower's Association are to hold their quarterly meeting in
Windsor on Tuesday nest. Tho object of the associstion will readily
commend itsolf to the consideration of the citizeus of the town, and the
farmers in the surroundiug country. For tho growth of pears, plums,
%gincbs, cherries, and other fine qualities of fruit, tho soil and climate of

indsor cannot be excolled in ike Province.

Tbe canard circulstod to tho cfiect that Sir John A. Macdonald had
resigned his position as Premior of Canada has naturally aroused much
speculstion as to ‘who Sir John's succeasor would bo in the ovent of his
resignation. Comnsorvatives boliove that Sir Charles Tupper would be the
only man who could successfully lead the party, and this opinion is proba-
bly correct.

The citizens of Calgary, N. W. T., aro agitated over the loss of the town
seal and the public documonts of the Municipality. No explanation for
their mysterious disappearanco has yot been published.

The government of Manitobs has decided to grant a subsidy of 81,000,
600 towards the construction of tho ludson’s Bay Railway. It by no
means follows that the building of this railwey will be at once commenced,
a8 it is to be presumed that no company would be -willing to undertake its
construction until it had been proved beyond doubt that tho water route
via the Hudson’s Bay and Stiait aro clear from ico for a sufficient period to
warrant the road being used as a second outlet from the North-West
Territories,

The medals for the voyageurs engaged in the Nile expedition have been
received by tho Governor-Goneral, and will at once bo distributed.

Henry W. C. Boak, L. L. B,, Barrister-at Law, Solicitor, Notary, otc., 103
Hollis Street, Halifax. Mercantilo Collections and Commercial Litigation

s specialty.

Tho sons of Willinm Vanderbilt have given $250,000 lowards the erec.
tion of n memorisl building in connection with the colloge of Phyaicians
and Surgeons, Now York., Vandoerbilt's sons havo shown their good soneo,

Tho Canadisn Club of New York have re-clected Erastua Wimau as their
Presidont for tho cnsuing year. Tho club appoars t3 he in a lhealthy
financial coudition, and has taken up ita now quartors in the rooms formerly
ocoupied by tho St. Nicholss Club, A grand dinaor is to be given by tha
club on Dominlon Day.

Black's wharf prosents quite n sceno of bustle and activity. Inprovo.
monta nre going on in ovory dircction. ‘Tho North wharf, which has onco
again been taken by thy old firm of Ilack Bros., is being oxtonded into ths
harbor and otherwiso improved. Alderman Worrall will Lo romawmbored by
thoso whom he has provided with work at a most opportuno time.

Groat suffering is roparted in Stry Ghalacia, whore noarly the ontire

villago has been destroyed by firo. Upwards of six hundred honees have
been burnt to the ground.
+ Among the articles of daily use, aside from wearing apparel, thero i
probably nothing more in demand than the brush and broom in all its
vartous shapes aud sizes and nothing that would be more missed if it had to
bo dispensed with, 1t is a matter for congratulation that many of theso
usoful articles ate now manufactured in our midet instead of kaving to send
abroad for them as formerly. Of the largost mannfacturors of theso goods
in Canada, are T. 8. Simms & Co., of St. John, N. B,, who ate manufuctur-
ing sll the ordinary kinds of House Brushes, Painter Tools, ete,, etc., ar
well as Corn Brooms and Whisks, and aro turning out goods that will
compars favorably both in price and finish with any of foreign manufacture,
In fine Brushes for painters, they aro having quite a demand from Montreal,
beside supplying most of the trade for theso Provinces and Newfoundland,
This firm has beon established about 15 years, and have grown from a small
boginning v a large aud well-equipped factory, employing alonut fifty hands
and turning out from 400 to H00 dozen brushes and brooms cach weok.

Tho appeal made by tho Legislature of Prince Edwaid Island to the
Homne authorities with reapect to the comwunication which, according to the
torms of the union, was to be constantly kept up between tho Ilsland aud
tho wmainland, has resulted in nothing, it having been shown that the
Dominion Governmont has mado persistent offorts to improve tho present
meane of communication,

The rumor that cholera has broken out in Venico lacks ccafirmation, hut
is supposed to be correct.

‘Tho Grecian forces are being rapidly pushed to the front, and it is
thought that hostilities betweon Turkey nud Greeco cannot long bo avoided.
The Greek Consul in the fsland of Crote is atirring up the inhabitants of
that Ialand to rovolt.

In 8t. John, N. B, the Scott Act has heen defeated by a majority of 77,
while in tho sister city, Portland. N. B, the Scott Act was carried by a
majority of 185, St. John aud Portlund ure divided by an immnginary Jine
passing ulong tho centrs of a atrest common to both citics. The late
cloctions will have the offect of logalizing thasale of liquor on the St. John
side of the street and making it uulawful over the way.

During the street march of the Salvation Army on Mondny evening, a
crowd of roughs undertook to provent its progress. A brawl ensued in
which stones and sticks were freoly used. Soveral citizens were roughly
handled by tho “hoodiums,” If it is lawlul for the Ariny to make these strect
parades, it should have the protection of the law. If it is unlawful, the
marches ghould not bo allowed. The roughs shoyld not be encouraged to
make and execute the law,

The lecture upon the Rise aud Progreas of the Salvation Army, delivered
at the Academy of Music on Monday evening last by Murshal Ballington
Booth, was well received by the audience. Mr. Booth ackuowledged thut
the methods of the organization wore peculiar, but ho thought that church
boll-ringing, the distinctive dress of the clergy, etc., would be thought
peculiar by Christians had thoy not the sanciion of time honored custom.
He thought that Christian men and women in judging the Army, should
look not to the means employed in forwarding the work, but to the motives
of those engaged in it and the resuits obtainec. Marshal Booth claimed
that through the iostrumentality of the Salvation Army, thousands of
drunkards have been reclaimed, and he pointed to the converts sitting upon
tho platform as the best testimony to the effoctiveness of the organizition in
reacging the non-church-going classes. Mr. Booth is a fluent and improssive
speaker, possesses a cultured mind, and a heart full of sympathy for all
classes of human beings. The Salvation Army throughout the world now
numbers 500,000,

A petition has heen presented to the Legislature signed by botween
three and four thousand citizens of Halifax, praying that the bill now
under discussion with roference to tho liquor question and especially that
portion of it referring to the city of Halifax, might not become law until
the City Council had signified its approval of the measure.

Just below the City of Montreal an ice dam has been thrown up in tho
river, thus'caueing tho water to rise and overlluw the hanks on either sida.
No such flood has been expericnced in Montreal during tha past 25 years,
A large portion of the lower part of tha city and several villages adjscent
are under water to the depth of from five to oight feet. Thousands of
familios have been cooped in the upper stories of their dwellings, and owing
to the want of systematic relief havo cndured terrible hardahipe. Business
iv Montreal has been entirely suspended. The losses on account of the
flood will be enormous, According to the lateat accounts tho water is now

subsiding.




