
THE OftITIC*.

Tho dîtugltor will romain vitli ua, ut least u.ntil lier father raturtis, and
mot improbably for everai wooks. Silo i@, in My jtidgement, a romnarkniiiy
fill girl-young lady I shoulti say-not pratty exactly.-or nlot cdaliva protty.
Wlhon knninated, oui in conversation, tihon the counitenauice, whiclt soa
%vouid, cotrider alinoat iovoiy wbilo uinoved, becoities fairiy radiant, oven
beautilul. She in intelligent., indoed tri excellent roasonar, Wall educated,
wuolI rond, andi a good coîtvorigationaliet, whichi implias boings8yrnpatlietic and
atut appteciative listaner, ns woll oa good t.alkcr. 1 rni sure yoît wvould ba
îîuito captivatc.d with this young lady, crusty old, hack tliat vou tire, though
ziot of.courac mtide captiva. WVho wvould drostn of cousin o.Juck surrender.
iug te &ho cltarm4, Itowcvar variati anti grant, of nny of the fair sax, after
having Irrun n muck ";.-unscatltedl ?-Oh I Who can aay I It woul bo
abaurd thougli, %vouid il net ? for n tnan of thirty-livo te be captureti by il
young lady niore thnn ton yoars Itis junior. 1 had for tha montant fargelton,
aise 1 would not have written tbia liglhîly, that Mliss 1tutit i8 in (fuite n lire.
cariouis sate oflhealth. 'l'le syiptoîîts are certain ly those of nt loist thin carly
otage of pulrnonnîy trouble, but ae thora is no horeditary piedisposition ta
conutmption, 1 hope that judicious truatinont will ba effectuai in rcstoriuîg
lier tu lier usual robuet hoaltît. ].ast wintor Misa Zikqth wvhile skating et the
rink gaI vary înuch lite.aîd, andi, instaad of walking houne, ahû toe, tae
street cars andi hecamo thoroughly clîillod. Thon insteati of taking a %varie
bath and hoat drinks antideu te bed, abe nttendzd a. party the sane aveu-
ing, liitly attired-of course. A succession af parties foliowcd, to which
3he, wvitlî unflinching determnation ivorthy a botter cause, drttggcd hersoif.
Lito and unwholesome suppors, tlc hours, exposuro aind fatigue complete
the hisîory of tho case.

Bcaida 11-'8 nnxioty on account of bis daughtor lie lias had, n gruat ileai
af trouble wiîlî n cantankerons neiglibor about a disputeti bouLdary, arioing
out of a change in tha course af a amail river.

TIhe busincss wvbicl lias occasionod biz; trip to the States would furnisli
ntorial for the plotof'a novel. W~hou sibutsix orsaveti yoarsof aga IlI--

camne from .B)stong ta Ilalifix with n gentleman and. lady wlion lie cihcd,
andi bas until n fow weoks tige rogarded as hie fathor and mothier. Ibose
peopla ivera iu gootl circum6tances financially, and wvhen tha aid gentleman
(lied, n faw tIsys subsequent -o thei demise of his wife, ha lait H--nough
illoney ta t'ivo bia a gooti statt in business.

£ie box in ivbich old Mlr. 11--'8 ivilli ves found giflar bis doath it v
talion charge af by and bas einco romainuti i the cira of it lawyor, untit a
fow datys ega, wbcn on ratiring fiome the active duties af lii profession, thia
gentleman sent tho box ta Il--. An examination of tho contants raveileti
besidas filas of aid tenais, mottgages, deeds andi other pipera, a number ai
volumes of ivbicb tho old gentleman htad kept a diary for a long sories of
Yeats. 'rbuso journals Miss Itith becaniao much intorestoti in, and freont bier
perusil of thein Icarneti that bier father bad beon taken fromu un orpban
asylum ini Boston, and ied bean formaily andi legally adapteti by lis sup.
poscd parents, wçho, ne 1 ba-ve alroady intimtctd, a fow years thereafter
removeti ta tbis city. Wlien Mliss Rutb communicstcd tbis startling dis-
coverY te ber fîthzer, the ta bim terrible possibility and indeeti very greit
probability of a bar sinister immediately crassed bis mind, anîd, as tha cûr-
taintY Of illogitim2cy couli nta ba More terrible thon uncertuiuty, aà ta bis
parentîgo, and as tera vras a rey of hope that inquiry înight cstablish lIe
lcgiîiniacy of bis birtb. II-- daterminetl ta investigate t'ho niatter
t1loroughly. Wlien rny*fniend informaet wuc af the discovery hae had made
coDct.rning bis adoption by bis 6upposeti parents, I imnîetiatEly recaiIled
baving fcuund among grandfnther's letters one from, a friend residing in Bos-
ton, in wvhich mention was matie of tho death of a young married lady Who
wiîî lier bushanti lied moveti ta that ciîy frutt ltnli&ox, anti of this lady's
infant son baVing been idacetiin àtun orpban asylui by bis fathier, Wvho lîad
tben luit iston for tbe gold fields of Cealiiornit. On rcferring again t0 tis
letter I found that thid cbild wouid, if still niive, ba nbout 11---'s ago
Tbis revoeliun alfordced more thin a ray of hulpe te my fiiend's mind of tae
poasibility of ostablisbing hi3 legi-timnacy, andi his trip te Bistou is unider-
taken with tbe hope af fintiing tbete t-omi chue Ibal will lead ta bis identifi-
cation with te infant loft at the orrphsnaga as uarrated in tho lutter ta Muy
grandisîber.

You will probably retuembar that iyhen you were liera lat spring I laid
yen about a young couple in wbom Il.- anti I hli become grcatly
initeresteti, on uccouint of thoir intelligence, their -romantic attachment ta
each other, anti their f4amilyhistory.

Since H- lait fer Boeston, Wvhite in canvarsation with an olti lady,
frein whomn I bad boarned much of the family bizitory of these young peophe,
tlîay are, I believa, second or third couins-yen know I gel aIl in>ixei up
by intricata relatianship-I learned that an ne or great uncle of theurs
lied. emigtaîtd .ýiîh bis bride te Boston about a year prier Io the avents
recorded in the lutter ta my grandiather. Iftho identity of these twe
couples can ba cestablibati-anti I hava zia doubt but that- it ean anti will ho
-and H-- 8uccccd in obtaining aufflient proof of bis identity with the
orpban inisut, materials are, as I have said, furnisheti for a vcry good plot
for a noviil.

Now 1 muet close Ibis latter anti attend te duties wvhicb bave bean
negiecting while writing il. 1 8aal mot bce t ail gsurpriaeti if we hava the
Ploasure ai a viegit from yen very san 0f course yen know that you wil
ba wcico at aDy Lima and at ai Limnes.

As ever your friand anti loving cousin, S. o.
P.. S.- 'ltherc la nome @oui et goodcau ii tiigu evil,

WVatdd inen observlegiy dm111l It out.'*

Andi eut ai thing8 apparenly avil relateti in this luer I hope that soe
&OUI of goodneil wiil ba dittilled for you.
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