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IMPORTANT MEETING.

THR OTTAWA NAVIGATION.

——

A meeting of Members of tho Houso of
Commons and Senate, convened by Alonzo
Wright, Iisq., M. P. for Ottawa County, was
held n the * Immigration and Colonization™
Committee Room, Parliament Building, on
Wednesday the 20th ult. at four o'clock, P.
M., for tho purpose of taking measures to
direct public attention to the cons!ruction
of the Canals required to connect the St.
Latrrence at Montreal with lako Huron by
way of the Ottawsn, Matawan and French |
Rivers. -

The following are the names of the gon-
tlemen present—

Hon, James Skead, Senato; Messrs, Cur-
rier, Wright, Chamberlain, Burton, IIeath
and IHagar, M. P’s, and G. IL. Porry, Esq.

Alonzo Wright, Esq . M P., was called to
the chair, and Mr, Perry requested to act as

Secretary.

Mr. Wright stated the objects of the meet-
ing to be the organization of measures for
placing beforo the public tho necessity
which cxisted for constructing the canals re.
quired to open the navigation of the Ottawa
from Montreal to Lake Huron. It appeared
that the time had arrived when this mea
sure need no longer bo delayed. Indeed
tho exigencies of the commercial interests
of Cauada demanded that this route should
be opened at onco, while the sum of money
just voted for the purposes of defence would
prove a bad investment without the Ottawa
navigation. The Government had hitherto
been so ocugaged with tho questions of
the Inwrcolf;nial Railway, Militia organ-
ization and detenco that it was impaossible to
attract attention to this mattor; but its time
had undoubtedly come, and it remained for

050 represontatives whoso constituencies
wore directly interested, o place a subject
of its groat national importance fairly before
the people of the Dominion. The plan pro.
bably best adapted to that end would be to
proceed by petition to the three branches of
the Legislature from the various municipa.
lities interested.

It was moved by the IHon. Jas. Skead,
seconded by Mr. Hagar, M. P., and resolved.
That Messrs. Wright, (‘ham‘mriuin, Heath
and Perry be aCommitiee to drafta general
form of petition to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General and both tHouses of Parlia-
ment, praging for the constyuction of the
canals necessary to open the navigation be-
twaen the St Lawrence and lake Huron by
way of tha Ottawn; Matawan and French
RiverS\ R

Moved by Mr. Ghamborlain, M. P..second.
ed by Mr, Heath, M. P.,and Resolved, That
Hong, Jamaes Skead and John Hamilton,
Senators ; Hon. J. J. C. Abbott apd Messrs.
Wrigh%asl.:ml . Grant, Burton, Heath, Cur-
rior, Hagar, Holmes, Rankin, McLachlin,
MoMillan Py Jonssi(Ghamberlain, Morris, -
and Orawford, M. Ia’z;3 His Worship the
Mayor of Ottawxundt G. H. Porry, Esqy., bea
Committee, with powor to add to theirnpum-
ber, tocarry out the objects of the meeting”
and that avy reg with tho Chairman be-a
quorum for the transaction of business.

Moved by Mr, Currier, M, P., secorded-
by JMt. Burton, M. P., and Resolved, That:

othor uscoful information on the subject of
the Ottawa navigation, be forwarded to all
members of both” Houses of Parlisment fa-
vorable to thomeasure, for the purpose of
procuring the signatures of the various mu-
nicipal bodies and the inhabitants of the
counties interested to the petition; and that
copies of tho prospectus be sent to allmem-
Lors of tho Senato, House of Commons, the
m ‘mbers of tho Logislative Assemblics of
the various Provinces, and to all the muni-

ci[lml authorities of the Dominion, and such
ot '

10r5 as the committes may decido on.

Tho meeting then adjourned till Friday,
the 22nd.

At noon, on Friday, 22nd, the following
niembers of the committeo mot in the Im.
migration and Colonization Committeo
Room ;

A, R\'nght, Esq., M. P. (Chairman,)
Messrs.  Currior, Shanly, Chamberlain
Holimes, Dr. Grant, and Heath, M. P's., an
G. U. Perry; Esq.

The following Petition was adopted and
ordered'to be printed ;—

The Honorable the Commons Iouse of
Parliament of the Dominion of Canada, in
Parliament assembled '

‘The petition of- Humbly Sheweth:

‘That the navigation of the Ottawn River
is obstructed by shoals and rapids above tho
city of Montreal—that its tributary the
Matawan approachés within three miles of
Lake Nipissing that tho ¢ height of land"
between is nowhore over thirty feet ahove
tho lovel of the Lake—that tho construc
tion of a navigable channel connecting the
waters of Trout Lake, tho héad of tho Mata
wan and Nipissing, is porfectly practicable
and easily effected—that the ¥rench River
flowing out of the Ilattor Lake into Lake

Huron is admirably adapted to form a chan |

nel for a first class ravigation— that it
reaches Lake Huron four hundred and thi
miles West of Montreal and five hundr
Enst of Chicago on Lake Michigan, making
the distance botween those ports nine hun
dred and thirty nules ; while by way of the
St. Lawrence and Lakes the distance would
be thirteen hundred and forty eight mites
~—that the whole length of Artificial Canals
neccssary to overcome tho obitructiops in
the Ottawa and Matawan Rivers, connect
them with Lake Nipissing, and adapt French
River to the full Lapacity of the navigation
throughout, would not excee” thirty miles
— that the completion of this channel would
ppen n large tract for settlement now al-
most 1naccessible, facilitate access to the
North-West Territory and British Columbia,
nduce copitalists to construct o Railway
nnecting tho Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
which must pass at or about the height of
and before mentioned,) through British
orritory, open a new market for tho lumber
rade, and largely increase the industrial
ursuits of the country by facilitating the
rection of manufacturing establishments
R, the various falls on the Rivers.

‘That the commercial interests of the Do-
éx_mion and Great Britoin demands & more

o8 Whtely ore tho centres of the grain
rade of the Western and North Western
istricts of tho United States and th) Sea.
o3rd than those furnished by wry of the
{i- Lawrence and Erie Canal.

And lastly, that all measures of defenco
r-the Dominion of Canada are imperfect
ithout direct communication between the
t, Liwrence snd Lake Hurom, by way of
s Otfaws, Matawan, Lake Nipissing and
rench River.

copies of- tho petition and a prosp -
tax’l)ing th objoct, commrercin fyalum all

Therefore your petitioners humbly re
quest, that your Honorable Houso will take

- ably mancuvred by Captain Wilson, and

such mensures as will cause tho obstryc. §
tions to this naviga.ion to bo removed, ayg
an unintorrupted lino to thoe full capacity o §
the leading channol and the supply of ., §
ter from thesummit level opened thruug),
out.

And as in duty bound, Your Pelitioner
will evor pray, )
‘The meoting then adjourned till furthe
notice.~— Oftawa Cilizen.

VOLUNTEERS INSPECTRD, AND WARNKD Tu B
rpADY FoR Dury —The artillery and infantr,
companics ot St. Catharines were inspected §
at the Dell Shed on Tuesday ovening, the §
19th ult., by Col. Durie, D. A. &,, and o)
Villiers, B. M., in tho presenco of a lurg: [
concourse of spectators. The wmuster wa.
very creditable to all concerned and com §
prised 48 artillerymen, 57 men of No. 2 con.
pany, and 26 men of No. 3, and 3 ofticers te
ecachi. The infantry were put through ava §
riety of evolutions to test their eflicioncy, ty §
Colonel Currie, Major Macdonald and Cap
Thompson; whilst the artillerymen were

aoquitted thomselves at gun and infantry
exercise in & manner to elicit general prase |
Tho inspection lasted two hours, and invulv §
ed ammute cxatuination of the dolly ann., §
accoutroments, and clothing, At ils clus,
the officers and men were drawn up in
columns of comparics, and addressed by
Colonel Durio in complimentary terms on
their cleanhness, discipline, and other guos §
qualities as citizen soldiers. Ho said i P
the signs of the times might justify the
being called out for frontier service at un
carly day, of which there was mu-h proba §
bility; and if so, he had every confidence §
at. they would rcsi)ond to the call with the §
isamo alaerity as in 1866, e knew thy . §
cuniary sacrifices thay. then endured throug,, §
‘being kept 80 long at the frant, and hope! §
in the meantime tﬁnt they would s0 arrange g
their business affuirs.pg to suffer as htde
injury as possible, shiould thelr services b §
agan required. e clpsed his remarks by §
congratulating them an,possessing so fujes §
Drill Shed, which slxou'lbfic ysed.on evey
‘convenient occasion to keep up drdl ana §
uncrease efficiency. Checrs yeje,thon give §
ffor the Queen and Inspecting.olficers, whea §
the latter retired, and theanen were disois §
ed—with the warning, howover, to be ready
t an hour's notice toassemblawhen newled, §
'he Beamsville, Niagara, Virgiland Queens @
(}){u compauies wexe also ipspecied dunng 8
o week, each being found xn good conditiz §
and ready for a brush when nccessany
Laptain Uregory's Lroop gf Cavaley were 8
inspected on Wednesday niorning in rear o B
the Dniil shed, by the same gfficers. [he §
men appeared well up . their dnll, ad §
were thanked, for devoting somuch attensin §
{o acquire proficiency. Insfructor Spillen §
also recelvcs kind notico for his labors and B
ainstaking. We may alsg 4dd in this con Jg
cction, that Troop Sergt. Philip Grolb by B
recently roturned trom tho Toronto Milituy §
hool with a second class certificate sod B
extra iatks “Riakin g the Tourth member of B
he Troop who has thus graduated with s B
lar or higher honors.—St. Cafharines Cont g
wtional. &

! The Montreal Guzctte, as a sign of the |8
timcs says :—*We understand that allleares 8
o officers of the regular troops stationd @&
here'have been stopped, and field panmes
ave been served out to the Hospitsk B
Theso preparations seem to corroquzolb 2
gecuracy of our statements concerning ant 3
cipated Fenian raids.” .



