Mancnt 17, 1874.3
for tho subjects of England in genoral, if
my invontions had proved a falso conception
in tho womb of nature, and never quicken®
od into birth. I hopo Providonce hns so
wisoly ordered it, for me soon Lo fall into the
lands ol a wiso and goodKing,who truly loves
his people. It is cruol injustice done me,
makes mo tauko this publis niothod of ad*
dressing tho enemies of Iingland to encou
rage mo, who possibly at tho end may prove
my best fricuds.

N.B.—My inventions are reyly for the
inspection of any geuntleman who will be
pleased to seo them. ‘To be heard of at
Mr. CrLewe's Rider's Court, Leicester Fields.

L e

11 has boen generally assumal that the
disaster to Fronch Military prestigo and na
tional honour, was to bo attributed to tho
wismanagemont of the late Emperor, and
the venaity of his governmenr, but if the
following is correet, tho so called committee
of Nutional Dafence are chargeablo of cor.
ruption and villany of a fiarv worse descrip-
tion, because they took the very means to
prevent the possibility of retrieving tho dis-
asters their cnunteymen had mot with :

“Ihe way malters wero mhuaged in the
Irench Department of the Worth during the
war with Germany, suggests.ono causo of
tho calamities that befell the [Frernich.
Our information is obtained from AL. Louis
do Segur, as quoted by the London Army
and Nuvy Guzelle: Tendess lor shoes were
accepted from a shawl dealer, a carpet
maker, & piano seller, a bagman, and (cdm a
gentleman whose normal trade consisted in
colaring pipes!  Une contractor examined
Liefore the Commuttee stated thathe bribed
tho Divistonal Chiof Lober with 3 per cent.,
but Lober demanded & per cent. which e
said ho received from other contractors.
This trightened M. Mcunier away; ho do-
dared his preferenco tor dealing with tho
Infendance  Militarie, where he renped
greater profit, though he had to bribo every
one, from the chief workman to the princi-
pal oflicer of the Administration.  But to
cosrupl all thess men wrs less costly than
o satisfy the demands of M. Lobor. Ina
neighboring Departmient, whero thero wus
an honest functionary, the cost of a uniform
amaunnted to 25 francs, but in that of the
North the exigencies of M. Loberand othors
rused the price to 41 francs 50 contimesy,,
At the contractors rushed to the Depart.
utent of the North, where everything was
purchased; pantaloons refused in the Pas-
de-Caluis wero brought up at 9 francs by one
enterprising  gentleman, and wera sold to
the Prefectura at Lille for over 13 francs
the pair. Aud so on with other articles.
The Prelecture contracted for 60,000 pairs
of shoes, but 113,000 were furnished and
paid for, .and such shoes! An inspection
was held after the war, and they were divid-
ed into seven categories. ‘Lhere was tho
ltemplin shoe, where a slip of osier gave
the 3+le an apparent elasticity ; the empaied
shoe, whero a stifl’ Lit of wood replaced the
osier; the panama, where the sole was fitl-
od with bark, ete. ete. Aud amongst ths
strange collection the best were boots which
aad been refused for the Euglsh Army.
Knapsacks cailed Amaricans, were bought
at 7 franes 50 centimes ; they were covered
with rotten canvas mnl a sticky eubstance
which exhaled a fearful smell,  They adher-
«d 10 one another in sueh & way that a pick
1xe was alinust necessary to separate thein;
they were resold by the Tours Goverunment
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at nbout 2d, a pieco. As for muskols, 15,
000 stand of nrms intendod for the negroes
of Senogal, were purchnsed in spito of nll
remounstrances and of tho declaration that
they werae not goou enough even for the Na-
tional Guard, "Tho operation of buying can*
non was confided to nn oil merchant. A vo
quusition of 1,243 liorses was mado and 70
disappenred tho next morniug, nor has any*
thing beeh heard of tho runaways since.
‘I'ho artillery of the departmont never fived
a shot, but still harness had to bo provided :
it was, of course soon forthcoming, hut the
leathet was either hite tinder or india rube
Ler; tho buclkles broke lilka glass, and the
collurs would have beon oo small for o full
sized donkey. Theveports ol several oflicet s
arve appended to tho report of M. deo Segur,
and they aro heartrending to read. At Lont
Nonello wo learn that tho troops had arms
of all sorts and cartridges of theArmy calibre.
There weso wen whase muaskets coulld not
£o off, and when orucred tochargo they had
to tio the bayonet on to the wuslket.”

W republish: from a contemporary a vory
interesting articlo on * Bridgo Practico in
the Austrisn Army.”  OQur readors will ro-
collect that their attention has been drawn
to tho subject of * Military Bridges’ and
the principle of their construction, by a se-
; ries of articles in » recont volume of the
" Vorusteenr Review.

To the professional soldiev this must al-
ways bo a subject of surpassing interest, for
on a thorough knowledge of tho art and
an enlightoned appreciation of the prin-
cipies which govern the construction of
Military Bridges, the success of any given
operation absolutely depends; thevciore
the dotails of practico are extremely vailu-
able, for 1w 1s not probable, the conditions
{ will be always the swue, aud therefore the
experienco sill be lkely as vatted as m ne-
tual service,

Ttis to bo regretted that the Canlian
Military Sarvice dora unt possass a Staft
Corps, anrd technical knowledge therefore
nust be confined to individuals who have
acquire] 1t for puro love of the professinn,
Thero is, howerer, abundant material in the
country for an ellicient ngineer Corps 1f jy
wag only utilized.

Wi have fiom time to time pubhished the
fuws and regalitions govennng tho crgani
zation of the avmies of various countries, in
thisissue wo present our reders with, adic
gistof «‘Russian Military Law, "~ tw which the
! principle of rizil conscription forms tho basig
of organizition. As the question ui' Reor-
ganization has been introduced in connce
tion with our own military system, and a
mere modification of conscription with 1ts
worst features advocated. We invite the
attention of our readers to the Lussian sy
tem which is at least as logical as the Prus-
sian, and less open to oljection ; how far
cither can be made applicable (o our social
condition here,is a problem yat to be solved,
But it would seem as if the great prnciple
underlying all successful organizations—per,
sonal adaptabilily-—~was altogether left out,
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Orr readers will weigh well tho lesson
taught Ly the following article, boaring as -t
does on Lho great question of discipline, 1+
full value wilt bo readily recogmised by
every truc soliier; it is undoubtedly the
best plan to keep the soldier constnntly em
ployed,not nt hareassing or usoless work,!t ws
at that really nocessary :—

«shmo remarks lately publishad by o
Russian oflicer who was much among the
Germans during tholattor part of the war in
I'vanco go to show that there was a strikin.
advanco made in  disciplino and  interiw
cconomy in tho Prussisn army from the
stanedurd of 1866, ‘I'hat being the first giet
campaign made by it since Waterloo, it wias
the fashion Lo assums that auy sovt of dre
would do for the fiold, and the men was lefe
very much to their own dovices as to how
far they should care for thair personnl ny
pearance, provided only that the arms and
accoutrements were kept in serviceablo or-
der,  ‘Thus icis notorious that a large part
of tho 1st Division of tho Guards got rid of
their helmots as an encumbrance beforothe
battle- of Ionnigratz, and marched into
Berlin in trinmph at the close of the war
without them. Al this was completely
reformed in 1870.  Tho short fornmier ex-
perience in Bolhemin bhad convinced the
heads of tho army that tho systom of smail
punishments for petty ivregulavities then
attemipted was inapplicable to war, and that
ofticers should, iustead of it, be taught to
rely for the necessary discipline on the plan
of keeping their mern constantly occupred
and in all respects weoll in hand.  Henco at
every long hadt dutiag the Wnie war there
came into usedetailudinspections, musketry
practice, anl even squad drill by subdi
vigions.  Whonever detachmonts  were
brought in from outpost duly, it was tho
slmost invariable castom to give them fair
tume to polish up, aud then to makea closo
inspection of theiy arms, dress, and kits, in.
clwling in tho mounted corps all that be-
longed to the horses or guns or carriages

As soog as the armistice was concluded, «
royal ofder dirccted that the regular dwl
and inspection hours should at once be re-
verted to, one-third being utilized specially
by the superior officer for inspections ol
their respective commands.  The infantry
are thoroughly worked according to tho
dtill book, the cavalry, artillery, and engin-
cers boing each exercised separately at the
proper manauvres or practics of theirspecial
service, 'Tho stores were varified and deficien
cies noted, tho gun carriage repainted, and
the men’s clotbes repaired. It happened
that this armistico coircided fortunately
with thodate when the clothing—which s
renewed for nino mouths of war instead of
two years of peace—iwvas due to the troops.
Bat it was no doubt owing Lo the provious
cire of the authorities, as well as to this cic.
cumstance that many of the troops first sont
off to Germany, almost as soon as peace was
singned, returned to théir homes with
gcarcely o stain upon them to show the ter-
rible work they had gono through. As
to the disciplin  this critic declares it to
have been mxcellent, though severe in its
denlings with the country peoplo whenever
frane tiveurs wero in tho neigbourhood,
when a system of taking hostages from
amonyg thercsidents was in regular use.”

Tue following synopsis of o lecture Lefore
“The Royal United Service Iustitute,” on
the 2nd Faebruary, is taken from Broad
Arrow of 14th of that month, and offords



