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Tholast half centuray hos been signalised
by thoe riso'of & sect whose members havo
appropriated or have complacently acceptod
‘the designation of Rationalisls. Fow depart-
ments of human knowledge and inquiry have
escaped their invasion. We have Rationalists
inreligion, Rationalists m art, Rationahsts 1
politics; and although it cannet justly be
disputed that the world cwes- much to the
new philosophy, it yot appears to us that a
highor- intelligence, looking down with iu
-scrutably calm view on our potty mundane
controvorsics, would be not unlikely to pro-
nounce the judgment tliat the prophets of
the new sect, as represented Ly the Rénans,
the Goldwin Smiths, and the Dilkes, aro m
many respects as credulous and as narrow.
minded as the most bigoted adherents of the
old superstitutions whose errors tlicy lve
mado it thoir business to uxpose.

Our present coricern is with the teachings
of the political Rationalists, and moie speci
ally whith that branch which treats of cuion-
inl relations to the parent state. '

-

“Nothing can be a greater crivr thait o,
suppose that we are indobted for any very |
considerable portion of our natioual great
ness to the extent of our colonial doniinions. )
In all those cases in which wecany on
really beneficial trade with s colony, tho,
chances are ten to one wo should carry it o1,
to an equal oxtent were it independent,
whilo the numbers of our colonies, their dis
tance from the United Kingdom, tho ease
with which some of them may be attacked
during war, and tho dificulty and expense
of dofending thom, are very grace consider
ations, On the whole, it will probably be,
found, if rightly examined, that the reton

tion of distant territorios, as colonies that|.

hava overcome the difficultics incident to
their cstablishment, and are in a condition
to defend and govera themselves, is a sourco
of-.weakness rather than of strength. We
dorive our superior wealth .and civilization
from totally differerit ‘'sources—from the
moral-and physical advartages.which have'
raado tho United Kingdom thebeadquarters, ‘
asit were, of freeddm, civilization, and manu

facturing: indistry; ard.'while ave po.sscss'
these, we neod not fear chat any sorious in--
jary will result from circumscribivig the.ox !
tent of our colonial dominion.™ l

That is the creed, as oxpounded by M'Cul
loch, which is professed by the school of
thinkers wo have alluded to; which makes
the greatuess of a nation’s trado and the
greatnuss of that nution convertible termis
bearing identically the same signification,
which holds that nothing in the werld is of
any account that docs not possess an ¢x-
chiangeable value in cash.

We liold, un the contra.y, that the mnotive
forces of the world are to Lo found in ideas
and sentiments. Trance makes war for an
iden, as we have learnt on high authority ;
and two miilions of men are at this moment
withdeawn from the blessed productive la
bours of peaceful industry, and are engaged
in cutting éach other's throats, for no mate-
terial object whatever, but solely for a senti-
ment—tho sentiment of national honor.

What is the motive which sends aman
charging up the slopo of * the imminent and
deadly broach™ with all theardour of a young
lover about to clasp his bride, Lut the thirst
after tho ** bubble reputation’ ?

What is it that makes old men tottering
on the verge of the grave—men of ancient
names, titled men, who possess one would
suppose all this world's good that heart can
desiro—what is 1t, we say, that males them
restless and miserablo with a dissatisfied
longing after an impalpable something, re-
presented perhaps by a ribbon of a parucu-
lar breadth and hue, but the eraving for in
creased consideration in the eyes of their
fellow-men during. the. fow..and. ovit days
that are left them 2. -

Do worot know thet men individaally
are ready to imperil their ives—nay, their
very souls—for sumo object or sentiment
moio impalpable than air? and yet we aro
to trust the economists—whose pecuhar dic-
tua is that what is best for the individual
mast also be best for the nation, which .is
only an aggregation of individuals—.ihen
they tell us that Great PBritain would bo
Greafer Britain if stripped of her transma.
rino cmpiro ‘and limited to her two lttlo
islands in the north sea, just in proportion
as her expenditure and regponaibilities would
bé diminislied. N

Are wo then to boliovo that therois no
moral power in tho pride which the citizens
of & state may feel in the greatness of its
empire? Is there no, moral porver, for ex
ample, in tho Englishman’s boast that ho is
tlio subject of a doininion 6n which tho sun
nevor sets 2 An empire nmust bo perilously
near its fall where tho-notion .exists. to any
oxtent that the distinction and the prestige
and the moral force which ars the attributes
of ampiro ‘are not worth preserving, if so bo
their preservation entail:an exponditure of
money.
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Dut it woald nut wuflice for the,anti colu
nial party that her distant 5lc¥qq49nues
shou}d cost Englind nothing. They, advo-
cuto tho severance of the conuection on the
ground that its cuntititauey auvolies the in
convenient and danguivus JLligatoa of (e
fending them in war.

Fortunatoly theso views, although held
until lately by an apparently increasing
party, have fallen into diswredit with the
public, and the prescut ‘Government ha
declared that tho wholo strength of the em
pire would bo put forth todefend the colon
ies if attacked —a declarativn which, there
is shirewd reason (o suspuct, Was extiavted
sorely against the grain.

Of late years tho complaiut lits bl and
not without affording a plausible text to'the
anti-colonial party, that the connection' i
maintained eXclusively for the beuefit of
the offspring, aud at the sole llarges
of the patcni. Nob only wiv the colunies
allowed to regulate their trade with forcign
nutions as they think proper, but oven to
tax, and in somio cases to tax heavily, the
manufactures and produce of the mothe:
country. ‘The onc contribution which thu
colonists mako towards the ¢2 ¢t of the con
nection is in the payment of the salaries of
their respective governors; and those ofli
cers conslitute the ouly remaining symbolui
England’s authority over hai lusty offspring
—an authority which i practically fittlc
more than nominal.

On the other hand, Dngland has unlil
‘ately maintained in her distant dependen
cies a largo military foice, tgwards the cust
of whicli—save in the exceptivnal cuses of
Australia and New Zealand, und to a sinall
oxtent al.o in Canadu—thec colonies.Lave
contributed nothing, aud sl is, moreover,
saddled with the mnvonvenicut and dungarou-
obligation of defending them in war

That is the case against the colunies; and
though our lmits do not jrnrmit a mpute
examinationof tl:e genoral question whethes
tho possession of great and logal dependen
cies such as Canada and Australu do or do
not increase the powar of Lingiand,, we hold
it to be easily demonstratablo that ontfcol
omal empire gives us cunsideration aud pros-
tigo are synony ms for influcnee and .power,
that tho colonies.do not furm auy. dean on

our resources in peace; and that, far from
being a necessary weakness in, ar,. they.
might, if properly orgamzed, Lc unade the
source of greatly mercased streugth.to:-tho
cmpire. . S
Wo postpune tu sume future .ucezsion.tho
-argunents by whichwo conceryo tho turguing

| conclusions might bo established, and turn

notw to our special subject, tha.exceptional
caso of Canadn. .



