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the Tenth and Thirty-first, and other regi-
ments, making about three thousand five
hundred men, with three squadrons of
cavalry and four guns. Novertheless, tho
artillery was not much in the action. A
large hody of the enemy amounting to sbout
fifteen hundred men, crossed the wood upon
the left bank of the river ; it was composed
of the Fourth, Thirty-third, Thirty fourth,
and some battalions of volunteer infantry.
The rest of the American army was formed
behiad the force, which was on the loft
bank. A htt'e while after {‘olonel De
Salaberry had made the dispositions descri-

ed, a large column of infantry marched
over the plamn in front, and the Colonel
seeing that this column was exposed to be
taken in flank, an advantage which he had
expected for some time, he fired the first
shot, and it was perceived that it took eftect
on & mounted officer—a good augury. Then
he ordered the bugles to” sound commence
fire, and immediately the companies in front
opened a brisk and well directed fire, which
arrested for several moments the advance
of the enemy. Heo remained several minu-
tes at arest; then facing to the left, formed
line and delivered several volleys. Never-
theless, by this mancuvre, the tire from the
left of this line was entirely directed upon
that part of the wocds wuich was not occu-
pied by our troops; but the fire from theright
was sufficiently heavy to vblige our pickets
to seek cover behind the allatis. The
enemy took this movement 8s the com-
mencement of a retreat, but were deceived,
for they could not gain one inch of the
abbatis. Cheers rose frumn one end to the
other of his army, which shouts our troops
returned, and the hurrahs were taken up
by those in the 1ear. Lieut.-Col. McDonnell,
on the first line, ordered the bugles to be
sounded in all directions, in order to make
the enemy believe we had alarge force
This ruse had the desired effect, for we afier
wards learned from the prisoners that they
estimated our force at 6UU0 or TUU men.
After this clamour on both sides, several
volleys were exchanged. The enemy did
not once attempt to penetrato into the
abbatis. They continued, however, their
fire. which was promptiy returned by our
left. A little while after the enemy began
to relax their efforts, as if their attention
had been directed to the other side of the
lines. There the bugles at the front gave
the signal to advanca, and Lieut.-Colonel
McDonnell, anxious to add more laurels to
those which he had already won at Ogdens-
burg, came from the first and second line,
with Captain Levesque's ocmpany  and
another. '

Towards the end of the engagement upon
the left bank, the ememy, who upon the
right had forced back the militia of Beau-
barnois, commenced a brisk fire upon our
left, which twas returned by the left of
Captain J. B. Duchesney and the right of
Captain Taschereau Duchesnay. Then
Lieut. Colonel DeSalaberry ordered Lieut..
Colonel McDonnell to check the advance of
the enemy. Captain Daly who was chosen
for this service, crosred the sord, taking
with him ths remninder of tho scdenairy
militia from the otker side, and advanced
with rapidity along the river. The fire of
the enemy having almost ceased at the
abbatis, and Lieut. Col. DeSalaberry, seeing
that the action was becoming serious on the
right, left his position in the centre of the
front and went to the left with troops
thrown behind o potence. There ho moun~
ted on w large trank of a tree, and although
exposed 1o the cpemy's fire, cxamined
coolly the state of things. Thep, he gave
his orders to Captsin Daly in French, aud

enjoined him fo answer in the same lan-
guage, in order not to be understood by the
enemy, Capt. Doly dreve the enemy before
him for some time; but rallying on their
troops in rear, who wore nearly in line with
the force upon the left bank, they awaited
his approach, and received him with a well
directed fire. llo was wounded on this
attack, but notwithstanding his wound, he
pushed on with his company, and at that
time, while encouraging his men by word
and example, was wounded for the second
tims and fell. Captain Bruyere, of the
Beauharnois Militia, was slightly wounded
at the same time. Their men, being no
longer in a condition to resist so superior a
force, were obliged to fall back, which was
done in good order, under the command of
Lientenant Schillier ; aud the joyous cries
of the enemy were ugain heard, but they
were momentary; for the enemy had only
como as far as the line en polence, which, by
order of Lieutenant Colonel DeSalaberry,
opened upon them a brisk and wel! directed
fire, which arrested their bold movement,
and put them into great confusion. Vainly
they tried to resist; they broke ranks and
retreated precipitately. It was then about
two p m.; aud General Hampton, secin
that his troops upon the right bank coul
not succeed any better than those on the
left bank, ordered the latter to retreat,
edter having been inactive for an hour,
though shey were from time to time fired
npon by our skirmishers, who were perfect-
ly under cover in the abbatis. Our troops
rested in their position, and slept that night
upon the ground they had oceupied during
the day. The next day ,at dawn, they were
reinforced by Captain Rouville's company
of Voltigeurs and Captain Levesque's
Grenadiers of the Fifth Battalion of incor-
porated militia, and sixty men from the
division of Beauharnois, all under the com-
mand of Lieatenant.Colonel McDonnell
They advanced their pickets two milcs tur.
ther than they had already done. The day
passed quictly on bothsides. Their pickets
were posted in such a way, that twenty of
thair men fell into our hands on the right
tank of the river. We found also on this
bank a large number of muskets, drums,
haversacks, rotions, ete. This showed in what
disorder the enemy rotreated. Our troops
buried forty of their men, besides those
they had buried themselves, and among
others, found several officers of rank.
‘They fo *~d two dead horses upon the left
bank, aud-the enemy carried away many
of their wounded from this side of the
river.

On the 28th October, Captain Lamothe,
with about 130 Indians, went to reconnoitre
the encmy, who, according to Colonel
Hughes, of the Engineers, had abandoned
their canp the previous day. A party of
the Beauburnois Militia, supported by Cap-
tain Debartsch, burnt and destroyed the
new bridges mada within a mile of the
enemy, who had pitched their camp about
amile and a Lalf from Piper's Road, that
13 to say, six miles from his first position.

Captain Lamothe penctrated into the
woods with his Indians, and notwithstanding
the inferiority of his force, 1 gaged in a
skirmish with the enemy, who had one man
killed and seven wouunded. .

On the 30th Oct., n parly of Indian chas-
seurs, under Captain Ducharme, gave infor-
mation that tho enemy had abandoned their
camp at Piper's Road on the 29th, in great
disorder, and retreated to the cross roads.

From all the information obtained from
the prisoners, it appears that the intention

of the enemy was to advance by the Chat~
eauguay river to the banks of the St, Law-

rence, towait there for the co operation of
Gen. Wilkinson, who bad taken Kingston
in his downward march.

“ Rusticus expeclat dum: deflicot amnis.”

1t was learned from tlio prisoners that
the forcs uithe enemy mmounted to T000
infratry, 400 cavalry. and 10 or 12 guns.
T7re Canadian forca engaged did-not exceed
500 men, the remainder of the'army being
in reservo.

1t may here bo observed that tie whole of
the Américan forco was not ergsged, not
more than 100 mon being underfire.
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SOLDIERS' MARRIAGES.

s

I have waited at the church on five seve-
ral days for a bridegroom who was detained
“on duty,' and the misery of the intended
bride was inconceivable. What magic is
there in the hour of tirelveo'clock ?  Should
not & marraige celebrated at the hour of
one, two or three in he aiternoon beo a»
legitimate as one cclebrated before twelve?
I fear my clerk’s watch is sometimes no:
quite up to time—no one thinks of looking
at the dial in the church tower—and I fancy
that mapy a marriage would have heen

celebrated not within canonical hours if our
parish watches wero slways regulated by
the time-ball ut Greenwich. A sergeant's
especially a color-sergeants, wedding is often.
a grand affair. I married a beautiful young
girl, recently, to a fine stalwast fellow, who
had seen much service, and who has a
claim upon the Kirwee prizo money, should
it be fully distributed during his lifo. The
bride was dressed for the occasion by the
officers ladies of her futher’s regiment. Ife
was a bronzed old soldier, and had his left
breast covered with miedals. The bride was
attended to the alter by six bridesmaids
attired ahike. ‘This wedding was remarkaby
in a parish celebrated jor its marraige
‘There are not mny like it. Often only t
pair who ure to walk together through I.
appear before the chancel roils and the se-
ton and olerk must be the attesling witnu-
ses. J have frequently regretted my inal.-
ity todissuade girls from marrying soldues
¢ without leave,” but they will persist i
entertaining a confident hope that they mi
be taken on the strength' very soon
‘The wives, in these cases, ure notrecognrisel
by the officers’ ladies or by the regiment
They must rent a room or share a lodgmg
with four or five others, who may be reputa
ble characters or the reverse. The husband
cap visit his wife only by *starts,”” and she
is wholly unprotected at night. What cx
a private save, even fromn his increased per
to enable him to support a wife withe.
some assistdnce from the state? Asleg
as her little savings last, her positicats
tolerable; when thuse are exhausted, she
tries —steadily and laboriously tries-t0
earn something by neediawork, by weeding
or binding inthe field or by selling frut
and vegetables. Butitis a hard lifeatbest,
apd exposed to wrong and sore temptation.
How often has my inteference been entreat-
od by some young weeping wife whose hus-
band has committed a trifling breach of mil-
itary discipline, and is removed far fromher
for many days! Rut when the regiment to
which her busband belongs bas got the
route, then comes the real misery. Sheis
not on the strength. She must bo left
behind, porhaps with a baby at the breast
and another ot her knees. Itis almostas
bad 2s death, a seperation now; butshe
will be with him to the last upon his Wwsy.




