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The Plumbline.

avT rlt AIrrltlnt nY WtiriiFîirAr'

i'riften for the Rerite.

, 1Amos, what &cuit thnu 7 And 1 sala, A PIumbltîe."-Ainoa

vil : Ji.
Wo aIlklnow a 1 lumnbline. It consistaet af cerd with a picco cf

lesa tr other hcavy substance attaohed Wa anc end se that vihon iL

in sospended hy the ot.bor end It fa alwaya perpendicular. <Thaulca
te Gravitation.) On account cf its siniplicity and aecuraey it bas

beaut used by carp.onters anid masons ais a standard. By it thcy
toit thoir werk.

'Vc aIl have standards, correct or athcrwiae, by whichwojudge
cf aIl things. We mus neye thomn because ail hurnan lcoowledge is

rolatitr. Cod &flne knows things absolutly. Titc soler syet
clîtates. W~hon little children wc tbink the sun gees round the

carth. Then wc learn that t.he carth gees round tho sun. W'e
î.vthen imagine that wo know thc exact course cf the earth ini

spaco. We lcnowr iti erbit about the mun, ite ceunie freont t.he&teand-
point cf the &un ;but the sun and tho pIanota are &IH thc whilo
sweeping thrcugh spaco with a velocity inconecivable. Saocf aIl
thinge wc judgo frein a human sandpeint. WVc use standardo.
%Va have thc unit of vstlur', the unit of capacity, the unitcf weight,
the unit cf distance. Iu judging cf actions we muet uic rome
standard. Do we use hones oce? Do wc noS otten inodoire
ourgelves in eur neighhor's half-hushel ! Or t.lim in cura? Paul
kncw such people, who, 41messuning tbcmselves hy themnielves,
and comparing thenisolves with themacives, are without undor-
standing."

To illustrate. We have heard, or at least rend, of those who
lbuy naw dressas anud bats net because thoy oes the-in t ail, but
bcsume their neighbers have new oce. Young men have acon

respectable men smuking a cigar and thcy think they tee mnust
sport this t.oy cf Sa!an. Speabc te thet man lu business aboutaose
crorlceul dealings. Perbaps ho will tell Scu, IlI dou't profess mnuch
but thora la a <'hriisiap morchant acrcss the street, andl I am as
* s.juare-gezng' as he." Whoao half-buahcl are &Il theeo using.
(;o.l*a ! or ilau'a fixed cverhby theo dcvii ?

1Fnery onc cf us in a builder. Even thc beys sud girls are
buiîlding. Everv act and cvcry word are bricks crstonos cemonteul
by aur thought; into the wall c ha rate r. Mo wo thon building
fnrile ne. ne, fer ettrit y. Thinkcf it. For eieriiiii-. As the tire
1tixes"thec china of the potier, t0 death «"fixeo*' ourcharacter. (Sec
ilv. xiiil . M.Ny dear friand. what are yen building? May Ccd
'vith the sunt glass ol lus Iboiy Spirit burn this tbought into our
lieRat-lul.dng.for etrnit i.

SLife is rosl, 111e in sarucat,
And the grave la net ias goal,

Dnet thon art. ta dati returneat
%Vau net spokan of the soul.-'

Ilow aoon aur de..Uny mey beI "flxed"' 1 I building lat uis usa
Go;e plumnbile-t*to blessed Book wc caîl the Bible.

liy this pluisibline wo will be judgcd. Amoes saw thc Lord
st.anding ou the vwall with a plumblino in Ris hand. Thauk <lod.
%Vc will not bc joudgeu by cur noighbors ; for whc ceulul standa?
And Set - 0. t.hiu. cf that aIl ioeing oye (Pa. cxxxix , Ileb. iv. 1.1)
lie knows even atm ia.ret sine. If wc canuet stand the test,
aternslly reprolmate 1 (Ps. xxviii: 10, 1". O0Ç <lad, hava mency. Who
.-&n ceapc ' C ed can hc juat andl Set justify the sinuor thst pots
bie ce.ufidouce in Jeans.

We a&l have <lad'& l'îmio. Isi i lu ur hoes for ornement
or une W. de not kucî1 the Bible as wc ouglit but we know it
botter ihan wc lire it. lcw we lové tc hola it op elang sidaaomne
oue aIse' Sitan cftes: turne asido the smncw ef truth by this
thought. Ilthat ln for no and s' "V Wc ught t,> ask, la that not
for me? C.suucî I learu and profit by it? Somoe moula are leit by
their genereuity. They give away the kertiel cf <lýods tmuth te
othera, sud they keep the bull. They give away the gemn cf appli-
cation and keep tho casket of abstract tnîîth.

Wc sheulul apply the plumbline ta avery part cf the wall cf
lite Seo tise it only where ther are Ilplumb." Dies net this
lileai.- us alIl It le.ade toIlcase lu Zion." 'May <led help us ta
set nur aliericoinings antl cur transgression%.. ur praycr -na
e.îent ahoulti cniinnally ho te, urne tbo plunîblîne bioncstly sud at
*. -ek piart. Wc noed te take it always with usain our hearta and
nuIiod. There in more need for it in tho kitchen thon in the
ttr. in our w.'rk thssu in otîr worship. WVe have reaul of

..upanv mnauera* Mtien visitora are tin overything la lovely
an 1t1# ittle cui e)aIme» arc "eangobai lacking ouly tho winga. Paut
when tho visuîors close the door on the cutalde, what a changeol
Téii culi gîves way auddeuly Wa a atorin. Kina words flac before
utsn4h oies aul panhaps thingi mont subst&nt ial. Seine people
bava ý.ai-bath i nshs. Th*Y are angoltoi hu rchs and parbapo &Il

Sabbath, but on Monday how human !Thoir grace Io laid away
wi.th their Sunday suit.

What wonld wo think of a maso» that loft bis plumblino home?
Yet du wo flot otten do so spiritually? Wo glanco at a chapter fi
the mnorning-to sec what the 1,Iritb is-and thon forgot ail about
its toachinga until our dotiez for the day are donc. Wo necd it
colled up in the pocket of our licart, over rcady for use. May iL
k..ops un front doing rie.si thinge, frea iistiig our work, tram the
disorderlineas of passion. Theo ace that yiolds to angcr fa ait
interlperate ns the drunlcard in thc gutter.

Tite ritaieriaI cf tho thc wall in of the utmnost importance. Cod

caui abc tbrougb wlîitc.wash. (.%att. xxiii. 27). The lire wvill btrrn
op tho stubblo of earthly pleasures. Lut uis sec only the gald and
precious stones oi kind acte and loving words. (I Cor. iii. 12-15).
Lot us mot murmur if tic Great Mýajtor Wcrkman transforme semai
dîarnond fosind Il i the roush " ini our ehoractor into th I "botl.
liant"' by turning upon un the painful whicel of trials.

Mor imortnt taî s hoJu~î.:tu.Imagineca mni building
a beautîful house open a t.og ! Maîîy build thoir saufs upon tho
bog of soif or of the 'vnrld. Nntlîing oit cartît cen support the
wteight of ahuinian seul. Itoeut wciglîs tie universe. liusupported
by Cod il. sinks into ho*l. <M*iatt. vif. 24). Iu titis we sac the
difféence lu the etertial prospcctis of a Christian asui cf a porion
equally moral but flot a Christian. Theco ia anc foundittion.

The longer wo build the more wvu sec our iiecd of help. Event
tho plumbline fis swaycd by a brecze. So*even tho pluminet cf

God'e t.ruth la pcrvertcd by the %vinds of Policy and of passion.
Rev. Jchn Miloa aptly said II A young Christian thinka ho knows
ovoryt.hing. HosAvances a litt'e way, and finda thathelcnowanot
the hal[ cf what ho thctuglit ha knew At last hoe says, « I know
nothing as I ougit te know. lie begins to fight witlî the ide&
thrtt nothing can ovcrcoino him. lio ends wîth tho ce viction
t.hat anytlîing xili throw lîin downi without Chr*st'is grace."*

Tho corel islands are composed of minute skeletons. At tirist
tho coral is paons, dcfective ;but the oceau gradually transforms
it fie a crystallino meass. If or 111e is laid witli Christ in (Col, if
aur charLecter ia buried in the o ccau of G(ii*âa love it wili ho trans-
formod f rom its defectiro nature into erystallino perfect liens. Thon
by the graca ot God %va will bo aven worthy of a place in Ris
glorious temple cf redemedl souls.-X. W. Lri..

The Furnisbing of the Mind.
UiRV. 3. A. Il. viCIqo.%. 1.1., ii.D. nÂLT. O'ZT.

Every anc who thinka shall spendily resch the position of
flildad the Shubito. who staid, IlWc are but et yestorday, and
know nothing." Our minde, arniod au thoy are. wrtb faculties,
n.cd somethinfi ta aet upon, aomething te ose. The mina la the
patter, but il unoas olay ta work witb. It le Uic paintor, but it
reqflireil calera and brashes te display its inorn feeling~ and tanoy.
It la tho wearer. but it must have a lon and material te employ
it à kill witb. and declaro ita thougbt. It lec musien, but it
c .n do nothing without the reed or tho harps or the ergan. whercby
it .nay express its througing imaziuations.

')r. McCosh ta.iis ns that 0c Or facilitioa are in the finSt
inusne mcei capacities with a toudenoy to sct. Tbcy arc infants
in thc farux of a eeed. a garni or worm. sud need ta o ohonishcd in
arder tegrow sudho useful. Thoy are ail capable of bciug trained
and abould bo trained, and education, private ana publicabould
undontalco the work" These facolties arc trained by actuel
engagement upon sontething for which thcy ara peculiarly fIttod.
A practical edjication fis tho best of aIl. eue in which expeni ment
leavas its residaun et tact as a furniahiug for the mina. Âmong
tho varions miothoda in vogue for plenishing the mind with
matonial 15 mnsy use iu the puttiog forth of its activity I would
suggest thc wisc atoring of choice selection.

We &Il kuow that tbougbt grows by slow and graduel accru.
tiens.- portions picked op hare and there :bite gai now sud &gain.
Very soldoin aon a whole ield cf light lic open te aur vicw ;more
frequontly is it a peuail of llght that pierees the darkneae, and
touchas us lîho an amrow. Let a mn rad a bookc. and ho dos
mot tole it ail in. lie may f.,>low the rcaeoning ana take ia tb3
arRument, but it nîay not a&U abia withbim :anly tii point sud

the other, remain with him, becinso ho was specially prcpared fer
tboin-hîs mind lid au affinity for thein. Let a man listen te a
publie eratian oonstruct-ed se as te oulighten and improu and
carry cc>uviciion, sud whi dons ho carry away?7 The wholo of
it? Ne. Ooly a few selceliens. Even in roiuda& that are traîuod
and aultnrod, this is the cave.

Tho broaa ot thought la brokon op ana divided among tbe
crewd. Henoe, the mode of cboosing menserablo ana beautifti
passages. sucb as fa puraned lu or Il ohool Ruoders,"1 ana in
limit5ationl books la a wice one;i and evargwAy a profitable o»u,
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