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The Plumbline.

Y THE AUTHOR OF ' WIHSPERING L.EAVES ¥
Written for the Reviewr.

« Amos, what sooat thou? And I sald, A Plumbline.”—Amos
LT RR, B
Wo all know a plumbline. It consisis of a cord with a picco of
1ead ot other hoavy substanco aitached to ono end so that whenit
is sosponded by tho other ond it ie alwaya perpendicular. (Thanke
to Gravitation.) On account of its simplicity and accuracy it has
boen uscd by carpenters and masons as a siandard. By it thoy
tost their work.

"Wo all have ataundards, oorrect or otherwise, by which we judge
of all things. Wemu nave them becauso all human knowledge is
rolative. God alone knows things absolutely. Tho solar system
tllustrates. \Whon little children wo think the sun goes round tho
carth. Then wo learn that tho carth goes round tho sun. We
1asy then imagino that we know the exact coureo of the aarth in
space. We know its orbit about tho sun, its course from thostand-
point of tho sun ; but the sun and the planets aro all tho while
awceping through space with a velacity inconceivable. So of all
things wo judge from a human standpoint. Wo usostandarde.
Ve havo the unit ol velun, the vait of capacity, tho unit of weight,
the unit of distance. In judging of actions we must use eome
standard. Do we usoe honest onca? Do wo not often measure
ourselves in our neighbor’s half-bushel? Or them in oura? Paul
knew such people, who, * measuring themselves by themsclves,
and compsring themselves with themselves, are without under-
standing.”

‘T'o illustrate. Wo have heard, or at least read, of those who
buy new dresses and hats not because they need thom at all, but
beesuse their neighbors have new ones. Young men have seen
respectablo men smoking 8 cigar and thoy think they too must
sport this toy of Satan. Speak to that manin busiocss about some
crooked dealings. Perhaps ho will tell you, * I don't profess much
but there is a (“Aristian merchant across tho street, and I am as
*squarc-going’ as he.” Whoso hall-bushel are all theee using.
Giod's ? or mau's fixed over by tlie devil ?

Every ono of us isabuilder. Even tho boys and girls are
builing. Every act and overy word aro bricksorstonescemented
by our thoughts into the wall of character. Ato weo then building
for hioYno,no, for etermty. Think of it, Forelernity. Asthefire
**tixea” thechina of the potter,sodeath ** fixes™ ourcharacter. (Sec
Rov. xxii : 11). My dear friend, what are you bailding ? May Cod
with the sun glass o His Holy Spirit burn this thought into our
hearts—buslding for etermty.

s Life in roal, lifc is earncst,
And tho grave is not its goal,
Dust thou arl. to dust returnest
Was not spoken of the soul.™

How soon our deutiny may bo **fixed™' In buildinglet us uso
tiod's plumblino—tho b'essed Book wo call the Bible.

By this plumbline wo will bo judged. Amos saw tho Lord
standing on the wall with a plumbline in His hand. Thank God.
wo will not be judged by our neighbors; for who counld stand?
And yet - O, think of that all seeing eyo (Ps. oxxxix , Heb. iv. 13)
Ho knows even our secre! sins, If wo cannot atand tho test,
ctornally reprobate * (Pa. xxviii: 16, 17). O God, have mercy. Who
can escape® God can bo just and yet justify tho sinner that puts
his confidence in Joaus.

Wo all have God's plnmbine. Isit in our homes for ornament
or uso® Wo do not know tho Biblo as wo ought but we #nowe it
botter than we li7e it. How wo love to hold it up along sidesomo
ono clse' Satan often turns aside the arrow of truth by this
thouoght, ** that isfor soand so** Wo ought 1o ask, iz that not
for m¢? Cannot Ilearn and profit by it? Some zouls arc lost by
their generosity. They give away tho kernel of God's truth to
othera, and they keep tho bull.  They give away the gem of appli-
cation and keep tho caskot of abstract truth.

Wa should apply the plumbline to every part of the wall of
Iife  Nomo use it only where thor are **plumb.” Dies not this
please usall? Itleade to ** casein Zion.” May tiod help us to
ser our shericomings and vur transgressions. Qar prayer and
e.ort should continually bo to use the plumbline honestly and at
cwery part. Wo need to take it always with us in oar hearts and

nuode. Thero is mure need for it 1o tho kitchen than in the
parldr, in our wark than in our worship. We have read of

< vnpany mannera.”  \When visitors are 1n everythiny is lovely
anithe little chaldren avo ** angels ~ lacking only the wings. But
when the wisitors close tho door on the outside, what a change!
Thecalm gives way suddenly to astorm. Kind words fles before
natsh odes and parhaps things mors substantial. Some peopls
havs Sahbath marals,  They ave angelis in ohurch and perhape all
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Sabbath, but on Monday how human ! Thelr grace is laid away
with their Sunday suit,

What woenld wo think of a mason that loft bis plumbline home?
Yot do wo not often do so spiritually? Wo glanco at a chapter in
the morning—to seo what the pltmb is—and then forgot all about
ita toachings until our duties for tho day are dono. Wa nced it
coiled up in the pocket of our heart, ever ready for use. May it
keep us from doing mean things, from slighting our work, trom the
disorderlincas of passion. The one that yields to anger is as
interiperato as tho drunkard in the gutter.

The material of the the wall is of the utmost importance. God
can avo through whitc-wash. (Matt. xxiii. 27). The fire will brra
up tho stubblo of earthly pleasures. ILet us uzo only the gold and
precious atones of kind acts and loving words. (1 Cor. iii. J2-15).
Let us not murmur if the Great Mastor Workman transforms some
diamond found **1n the rough” in our character into the *bul.
liant” by turnivg upon uas the painful wheel of trials.

More nnportant still is the foundation.  Imaginen man butlding
a beautiful house npon a tog ! Many build their souls upon the
bog of self or of the world. Nothing on carth can support the
woight of o humansoul. Itoutweighs the universe. Unsupported
by God it sinks into ho'l. (Matt. vii. 24), In this we sce tho
differenco in the oternal prospects of a Christian nud of a person
equally moral but not a Christian. There is onc foundation.
(1 Cor. iii. 11.)

The longer we build the more wo aco our neced of help. Even
the plumbline is awayed by a breeze. So'even the plummet of
God’s truth is perverted by the winds of policy #nd of passion.
Rev. Jchn Miloo aptly said ¢ A young Christian thinks he knows
everything, Hoadvancesa litt'e way, and finds that he knowsnot
the balf of what ho thzught he knew At last he says, ‘I know
nothing as I ought to know.' Ho begins to fight with the idea
that nothing can overcomo him. Ho ends with the co .viction
that anything will throw hiin down without Christ’s grace.™

Tho coral islands arc composed of mioute skeletons. At firat
tho coral is porous, defective ; but the ocear gradually transforms
it into a crystalline mass, If our life is hid with Christ in Ged, it
our charccter is buried ic the oceau of Goa's love it will bo trans-
formed from its defective nature into crystalline perfectneas, Then
by tho graco of God we will bo even worthy of a place in His
glorious templo of redoemed souls.—.A. W. Lrwis.

The Furnishing of the Mind.
BXT, J. A. R, DICRSON, B.D., FH.D. OALT, OXNT.

Every ono who thinks shall spsodily reach the position of
Bildad the Shuhite, who raid, * Wo are but of yosterday, and
hnow nothing.” Ocr minds, armed as thoy are, with faculties,
naod something to aot upon, something to use. Tho mind ie the
potter, but it nrods olay to work with, It is tho paintor, bat is
requires oolora and brashes to display its inborn feeling and fanoy.
It is the wearer, but it must have a loom and material to employ
it s skill witb, and declare its thonghkt. It is the musician, bat it
o .n do nothing witbout the reed or the harp or the organ, whereby
it ;ay expross its throngiog imacinations.

Or. McCosh telis us that ¢ Oaor facilitics are in tho first
instancod mesa capacities with a tendenoy to act,  Thoy are infants
in the form of & seed, a germ or worm, and need to bo oherished in
order to grow and bo nseful. They are all capablo of being trained
and shouold be trained, and education, private and publio shonld
undertako the work.!” These faculties aro treined by aotosl
cngagement upon something for which thoy are pecnliarly fitted.
A practical edncation is the best of all: one in which experiment
loaves its residuun of fact as a furnishing for the mind. Among
the various methods in vogue for plenishing the mind with
material it may use in the putting forth of its activity I would
suggest the wiso storing of choice selection.

Wo all know that thought grows by slow and gradusl accre-
tions: portions picked up bere and thero : bita got now and again.
Very soldom doea a wholo field of light lie open to our viow ; moro
frequently is it a pencil ot light that pierces tho darkness, and
touches Gs like an arrow. Leta manread a book, and he does
not take it all in. Ho may follow tho reatoning and take in tha
argumont, but it may not all abide with him : only this point and
tho other, remain with him, becanso he was specially propared for
thom —his mind had an aflioity for them. Leta manlistentoa
public oration constrocted 20 as to onlighten and impross and
carry conviction, and what doss ho carry awsy? Thoe wholo of
it? Nn. Oaly a fow gelections.  Even in minds that are trained
and cultared this is the case.

Tho bread of thought is broken up and divided among the
crowd. Henoe, the mode of choosing memorabls and beautifal
passages, such as is pursued in our * Bchool Readsrs,” and in
Reoltation books {8 & wite ons; and svaryway » profitable ons,



