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The

CHURCH ENTERTAINMENTS.*
BY MR. JAMES MCDUNNOUGH.

The subject of church entertainments
and their place as part of tke Church’s
work is one of the questions of the day,
as is evinced by its discussion at Confer-
ences, Councils and Assemblies. A ques-
tion, too, on which great diversity of
opinion exists.  Before the question pro-
per can be taken up there are two points
to be settled —firt, What is a Church?
Second, What is the true welfare of a
Church ? First, then, What is a Church ?
Good old Dr. Cruden’s definitionisatonce
scriptural and comprehensive ; he says “a
church is a religious assembly—selected
and called out of the world by the doc-
trines of the Gospel, to worship God ac-
cording to His word.” There are two
potnts in this definition worthy of notice;
first, called out of the world ; the idea is
separation, and this truth is borne out by
both Old and New Testament teachings,
The chosen people of God, the Church
in the Wilderness, were over and over
again commanded to have no commu-
nication with the surrounding nations;not
to inter-marry or form alliances, and the
anti-type, the Church of the New Testa-
ment, is to be a church separated, see
Paul’s teachings, 1 Cor. vi. 14 to 17,
where among other exhortations, we have
this, * Come out fromy among them and
be ye separate, saith the Lord;” in Rom.
xii. 2, we read ¢ Be not fashioned accor-
ding to this world.” John, in his first
Epistle, chap,ii. 13, says “ Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any n n love the world, the
love of the Father is notin him.” Again,
in 1st Peter, ii. 9, we read “Yeare an
elect race, a royal priesthood, an holy
race, a people for God's own possession;”
and James says, still more emphatically,
¢ Know ye not that the fricndship of the
world is enmity with God.”

‘The second point is, “ Called to seive
God according to His word.” What are
its teachings, they must be our guide, we
cannot quote onc hundreth pait, but
take by way of example two passages, 1
Thess. v. 22. “ Abstain from all appear
ance of evil.” Titus ii. 12. “Denying
all ungodliness and worldly lust, we
should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in this present world,” and other
passages bearing on the same subject
are 1 Peter, it. 123 2 Tim. ii. 4; 1 Cor.
vii. 29, 31.

The whole tenor ot New Testament
teachings is against church entertain-
ments, and lct any one who doubts this,
carefully and prayerfully read for himself.

The second questionis, What 1 the
church’s true welfare? It would seem
almost as if the answer to this, (Judging
from what is seen all around,) was, fine
buildings, large congregations, wealth,
position, povularity—but when we appeal
to the Law and the Testimony, and ask
what is the Master's desire for his Bride,
the Church, we find written in Eph. v.
25— Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it; that He might
sanctify it, having cleansed it by the
washing of water by the word ; that He
might present the Church to Himself @
glorious Church,not having spat orwvrinkle,
or any suck thing, but that it should be
koly and without blemish.” This then

*Read before the Young Mcn'’s Mutual
Improvement Socicty of the Northern
Congregational Church, Toronto.

we say is the Churcl's true welfare, this
its aim, to be spotless, pure, undefited.
Havingthus seenwhat a Church is, and
what its true welfare, we now present a
few objections to eatertainments being
considered a part of its legitimate work.
First,—The true welfare of the Church
being spiritual growth and increase in
purity, and Christ likeness, these en
tertainments under its auspicesand forits
so-catled benefit distract the. mund from
the great object in view, and give to
young people especially the idea that the
Church is a place where they wan have a
good time, rather than a place of a the
service.  You rarely find those frequent-
ing and taking an active part in these en-
tertainments active n the prayer-mect-
ings, or taking purt in Chrisuan work.
To prove this, announce an entertain-
tainment, and your place will be full;
announce a special prayer-meeting and
you will have a dozen or two at mwost
Straws show which way the wind blows.
Second.—The whole associations are
worlaly.  Worldly peogple, because tal
ented, are invited to assist, worldly songs,
nusic, etc., furm the programme. As a
rule there 1s nothing  clevating, nothing
to lilt the mind up, or to mspire noble
thoughts and desives, but much that 1s
frivolous, insipid, and even low. Read,
too, the newspaper conuuents the day
folluwing, with accounts of ** fashionabie
audiences,” applause, and encores, and
this in buildings dedicated and set apart
for the worship of God, for though all
places should be holy, and God has no
special dwelling place, yet church build-
ings arc in an especial manner set apart
for His service and for His worship, and
should not be, as they too cften are,
desecrated by performances that savour
of the world, the flesh, and the devil
‘I'hird.—The influence on the world
itself is bad , whatever they may say to
the contrary, worldly peuple do expect
something  different from the Church
tlan they do frum their fellow worldlings.
They will come to yvur entertainments
and enjoy them, and go away and sncer
at your Christianity, and ask what better
are you than we? and where 1s the dif
ference ? Just here we would say we are
not condemning amusements or enter-
tainments 1n their proper place.  Recre-
ation is necessary and beneficial, the bow
must be unbent at times, but the church
is nut the proper place forit, noris it
part of the church’s place to provide 1t
The Church’s work 15 to save souls and
to build up believers, and no one can
puint to a single suul converted, or an
enyuiring une who received benefic at
one of these entertainments, but we can
point to many who have beea hindered,
and whose convictions have been stirled.

‘The plea is sometimes urged that we
must meet the world on 1ts own ground,
that, while alt very well to picture an
wdeal church, we cannot expect to attamn
to thisideal, so must just take things as
we find them and do the best we can.
This is false logic. Are we to be con-
tent to grovel here below like the man
with the muck-rake in Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s
Progress, while the crown hangs over-
head waiting for us if we will only reach
up and take it. There is too much of
this spirit, and to its prevalence the
Church owes much of her want of suc-
cess. Our aim should be to uplift her
and raise her nearer to the Master.

Another objection that might be urged,
is Christian expediency.  Even allowing
ythat church entertainments might be

properly coanducted the fact remains that
in a majority of instances they are not,
and are to many a cause of offence and
stumbling, therefore it is not expedient to
have them. ‘The Apostle Paul’s rule ap-
vlics here, * Allthings are lawful, but all
things are not expedieat.” 1 Cor. x. 23,
and in carrying out this rule he says
(Rom. xiv. 21): “ It is good neither to
eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything
whercby thy brother stumbleth, or is of-
fended, or made weak,” and again (1 Cor.
viii. 13) “If meat make my brother to
offend, T witl cat no flesh while the world
standeth, lest I make my brother to of:
fend.”

Space wiil not permit of our enlarging
on this and other points, but we trust
cnough has been said to stir up thought,
and 1f vur churches are set thinking and
the resolve is formed to aim lugh, then
the object of these few simple thoughts
will have been accomplished.

Hewo of the Ghurches.

« MEeLBOURNE. —On Friday evening last
a pleasant and most agrecable surprise
was given to the occupants of the Cun-
gregational parsonage, Melbourt.e. About
6 o'dlock between 60 and 70 of the pas-
tor’s fricnds took possession of the house,
spread 2 sumptuous repast and invited
him and Mrs. Mcdntosh to tea. A very
agreeable evening was spent in music
and conversativn. A beautiful sewing
machine, the,'* family singer,” worth $45,
and a purse of $17 were presented to
Mrs. Mclntosh in token of the esteem
and confidence in which she as well as
her husband is held. 1n replying to the
kindness, Mr. McIntosh touk oecasion to
refer to the many acts of kindness done
him since he came to this place by the
members of the church and his many
friends of other communions.  He spoke
of the unity and harmoany that now exist
and the encouraging prospect that not-
withstanding sume losses and difficultics
the c¢hurch 1s in a better finandal condi-
tiun than in any period of its past history.
At 10 o'Jdock the whole company bowed
togcther before their common Father—
th: Father of all Mcrcies —in thanksgiv-
ing and praise for all His goudauss, and
then separated. A similar mecting tovk
place in the same house some four wecks
ago, wlhen thirty of the young people of
the Dasham Congregativnal Church and
their frionds visited their pastor.  Scveral
teams loaded with provistons left the ool
lar, pantry, and vat bin w listored. Kind
and ecarnest addresses were given by
Me.s . Robertson and Skinncr, students
of theology, and a few words by Mr. Me-
Intosh thanking the fricnds for their
kindness and urging them to carncstness
in the Master’s work., Both of these
visits were complete surprises and show
the love and harmony exisung between
pastor and people.  Richmond Guardian,
Nov. gth.

————

As that prisoner whom the French
Revolution hberated from the Bastile,
and who bung up his fetters in his Eng-
lish howme, that, looking on them, he
might bless the bitter discipline that
taught him the sweetness of hiberty ; even
so we, looking down and back on tae
quarries where we were hewn and sculp-
tured, will thank Gad _for cyery wound,
and will bless Him for the sharp tools at
stern blows that cut us iooose from those
coarse and selfish i.crustations of the life

-of sen.

Qbituary.

Another aged member of the Congre-
gational Church has gone 1o his rest, in
the person of the late fohn Fullbrook
Howell, who died at his residence, 46
Maitland-strect, Toronto, on Sunday
morning, October 30, 1881, in his cighty-
sixth year. Born at Southwark, London,
England, in 1796, his parents were God-
fearing people and led their only child
in the paths of religion. At the age of
seventeen he made a profession of faith,
and united with the Independent Church,
Silver-street, under the Rev. Wm. Jones.
As a young man, it was his privilege 10
be connected with Surrey Chapd] under
Rev. Rowland Hill; and after marriage,
he and his late wife swere members of
Grove Chapel, Camberwell, with Rev.
Joseph Irons as pastor, and subsequently
of Hanover Chapel, under Rev. Dr.
Collyer.

In 1883 they came to Canada, with
their family, and for a time took up theit
abode at Port Credit, then a promising
settlement, where they hved until after
the rebellion of 1837. The subject of this
notice, with whom loyalty was a sacred
prnciple, and the upholding of consti-
tuted authority a rule of life, was placed
on military duty with others at the
Credit, and rendered services to the
Government in that eventful year.  ‘lhe
only place of worship there was the
Meeting house of the Methodist Church,
in which Rev. Peter Jones, Indian mis-
sionary, ministered to his people.  Here
our departed father worshipped with his
family, and gladly joined in the goed
work of disseminating the truths of
Christianity among the Indians.

In 1845 he removed to Woodbridge,
where the greater part of his hfe in Can-
ada was spent. Keeping a gencral store
and being postmaster of tie place, he
was widely known and tuiglly respected
for his strict integrity and consistent
Christian life.  Juining the Pine Grove
Congregational Church near this place,
with his late lamented wife, they gave
their active sympathy and support to the
cause of Christ, and did what they could
to help on the good work, and are now
hcld in kindly remembrauce by the good
people there.

Having a few ycars ago retired from
business and come to Toronto, he has
enjnyed the membership of Zion Church,
where his place was seldum vacant. Dur-
ing anillness ofaboutthrec wesks,sotavith-
standing scvere bodily scifening, he was
resigned and submissive to the will of
his Heavenly Father, rddying on the Lit-
vinc Word aad promises, which were
very precous to him, and which he fre.
quently quotcd with great  satisfaction
and trmmphant faith, — 1lis pastot, the
Rev. 1. I, Pawis, improved the oceaston
in an impressive scrmon on Sabbath last,
‘pon the texst—*"fThou shall come 10
thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of
corn cometh in his season.” The ap-
propriate hymn was used before the ser-
mon, commencing —

** Behold the western evening sky,
It melts in deeper gloom,

To calm the righteous sink away,
Desceading to the tomb.”

t1th, October. 1881
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—The Greek Testament in the ancient
tongue s now, by order of the Greek
government, read in 1ts 1,200 schools
that have So,000 pupi's.



