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CHURCH ENTE rTAIN IMENTS.*
DYV »R JAMES MaCOUNNOUGIL

The subjecî ai churcli cnîertainmrents
anti their place as part ai tlFc Clîurchs
womk is one ai the questions ai tue day,
as is evinceti by lîs discussion at Confer-
ences, Cotîncils anti Assembiies. A qules-
lion, 100, on whîicli great divcrsity ai
opinion exisîs. Before the questian pro-
per can be taken up there are îwao points
ta bc setîied -flr-,t, MViîa is a Clîurclî?
Second, WVhat is the truc weliatre ai a
Ciîurclî ? First, then, Whiat is a Clîurci ?
Gooti aId ])r. Crudeu's defaîîitioiî isat once
scriptural anti cauiilcnsîvc; hie says "-a
cburch is a religiaus asseîîîbly-sclcîet
anti called ouI of tue wariti by the doc-
trines ai the Gospel, la worship) Goti ac-
comding la His word." 'l'iere are two
points lu tbis definition worthy ai notice;
first, calleti out ai the ivarit ; thie idea 15
separabioli, andi tlîis broui is borne out by
both Olti anti New T'estamr.ent teacbings.
The chosen peaple ai Goti, the Church
in the %ilterness, were over anti over
again conîmaîided ta have na commnu-
ntion with tie surrauntiing nalians;not

ta inter-marry or fori alliances, aîîd the
anti-type, the Church ai tlie New 'Testa-
nient, is ta be a churcli separateti, sec1
Paul's tcachings, i Cor. va. 14 10 17,
-where amnong other exhiortations, we have
this, IlCorne out froni amang tiieni anti
be ye separate, sailli the Lord ;" lu Rani.
XII. 2, we rend Il Be not iaslîianed accar-
ding ta tiîis wsorîti." Johni, ini bis first
Epistle, chap, il 15, says I Love flot tlie
world, neitiier thf' thinge that are in the'
world. If any il in love the womlti, thie
love ai the F7ather is nal lu hlm." Again,
in ist Peter, iL 9, we rendi a' e are an
ciect race, a royal priestbooti, an lîoly
race, a people for Gad's asvn possession;
and James says, stili more enpbiatically,
IKuow ye not îbaî thie irienîtsbip ai the

world is enmity with Goti."
Trhe second point is, IlCalicti la serve

Goti according ta His içord." Wiiat are
its teachings, tiîey must bc Our guide, we
cannat quote anc buntircîb paît, but
tale by svay ai example two passages, i
Tiiess. V. 22. «'"Absînin iroi tîll appear
ance ai evil." Titus ii. 12. Il enying
aIl ungodliness anti woritily ihast, lie
shoulti live soberly, ribliteousty, anti
gotily iu tbis preseail world," anti other
passages bcnring an tlie saine subjcb
are 1 Peter, ii. 12 ; Tim. ii. 4 ; i Cor.
vii. 29, 31.

Thbe wbole tenor oi Newcs Testaicîîî
teachings 15 against church entertain-
nients, anti let any onc wbo, tiaubîs thii,
careiully anti prayerfully rend for himiseli.

The second question is. NVb.mtl ib the
church's truc iveliare? It siaUlt sCciî
almost as if the answcr îc, tbis, ujudging
from wliat is scen ail around,) iras, fine
buildings, large congregations, vwcalth,
position, papuinrity-but wiien we appeal
ta the Lavv anti the Testimony, andi asît
what is the Mastcr's tiesire for luis Bride,
the Cburch, we finti written in Eph. v.

25"Husbands, love your wives-, even
as Christ also Ioveti the Church, anti
gave Hiniseli for it ; that He might
sanctify il, baving cleanseti it by the
washiazg ai water by tUic,.,ord ; that lie
miglît prescrit tbe Churcu la Hinisehi a
glorious Chu rdis, nof/:aving spot orzarinkle,
or any sut/t M/ing, but that it slîoulti bc
ho/ýy and ivithoui bleiiish." This then
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sve say is tîte Church's truc sycifare, this
ils aim, la bu spotlcss, pure, tintlcfiled.

Hiaviîigtlius seuilw!iat a Curch isanti
wh.at its truc wveliare, WCe nosv presemît a
few objections t0 eîîîerlainnents being
cansitiereti a part ai ils Iegîiimaie work.

Firbt,-'ithc truc %wclfatrc ai th Chiorcli
bcing spiritual growth andi inicrense i
ptirity, aîîd Christ hikcîiless, thciese ci
tertaininents under its auspices aîd 17>r ils,
so-calleti benielit district the mid froni
tue great abject in vicw, anti give ta
yaung people cspecially tire Idea that tbc
Churuli is a place %ihere îbey ic.m bave a
gooti timîe, r.tber blian a pilace oi aý Il e
service. V~oti rmly fiîîid those frcqtîent-
ing anti taking an active part iii tilese en-
lertaisîîîeîîts active Ini the pr.îyer-iîîeî-
ings, or taking part in Cliristian Wamk.
Tlo pras'e tis, announce an enbertain-
tainîment, anti your place will be fuill
announce a special pmayernîeeting aîîd
you ivili have a tiozen or two at niost.
Straws show wlîich way tire winti blowts.

Second.-Tiîe whîole associations are
woridly. %Voritly p1 ie, because tai
cîîted, are inviteti ta assist, worlidly sangs,
m.usic, etc., furni the proammîe. As a
mule theru is notluang clevating, notlîiîg
ta, lift tire mid up, or tu inspire noble
thauughts .andi debires, but înuch that is
ftivulous, inbipiti, and even law. Rendi,
tao, the ncwàlp.îpcr conients tie day
followving, iîih accounts ai - f.tslîonatb;
audience,,~ appl.îuse, andt ulîcores, and
this in bti.dingb detiicateti anti set apart
for the worsliip ai Goti, for thougli ail
places sliould, be boly. ani Gocl bas no
special tiWclling place, yet chtîrch budid-
ings arc in an especial ninner sel apart
for Hlis service anti for 1-is worship, anti
shouli flot be, as thcy toa ciîciî are,
dusccrateti hy perforumanîces îlîat savour
ai thre vorîid, the flush, anti the devii.

*Tlird.-Thîie influence au the worlti
itscif is bati , sîhatevur thcy inay say ta
he ccntrary, worldly peuple du exj>ect
sainetlîiig diffèrent fron tire Church
tL.an tlîcy do froiîî Iîcir ichiovr woritiuings.
Thcy usil camie ta your entcrtaiinmcints
aiîd enjoy tlîcîn, anti go away andi sîucr
Iat yutir Chri!sti.inity, an.1 ask shat butter
are you ilian we? aîid wlitvre as the dii.
fuèrence? j ust here ve wouldtisy wearc
not coiîtinîn anmusements or enter-
tainirients in their luroper place. Rccre-
ation is necessary anti beiîefucial, the bow
mubt bu uiibunt at limes, but tlîe church
is not the propur place for it, nor as ai
part of tic cburcWhs place ta lrovitie it.
'l'le Chtarch's îvomk ib ta bai.e suis anti
lu bualdtifup buliuvers, anti 11o une cZi
point ta a single suui -oniscrted, or ant
enquiring une wbo recciveti bcnciit at
o ne ai these entcrt.atinents, but we can
point to many %lîu have be., hindutid,
anti nshose -onicttions liait been stîiti.

Th'le plea is sometînies urgeti that we
must meet tire vorlid on ils owîi grounti,
that, wviile ail vcry weiila tu>icbure an
ideal church, wc cannot espeet ta attain
to this adeal, so nîusi just take tings as
ive firt theîîi anti do the bcst, we an.
This is <aIse logic. Are ire ta bc con-
tent to gravel bere bela'v like the nin
witli the muck-make in Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress, irbile the crawn hangs aver-
heati waiting for us if ire wilI only rcach
ip andti tke i. Thierc is 100 nitcb af

Ibis spirit, anti to its prevalence the
Churclh owes niuch ai lier stant of suc-'
cess. Our. ani shoulti be la uplift lier
a-id taise bier necarer ta, the MNacler.

Anotlher abjection that miglit bu urgeti,
is Christian expctiiency. Evert allotving
that church enîertainnments might be

prapcrly canductd the fila reniains tbat
in a niîajarity of inistances thcy are flot,
aîîd are ta rnany a cause ai offencc anti
stunibbng, tiberefore it is nat cxlpcdhent to
have thcm. 'l'lie Apostle PauI's rule ap-
flies bure, ' Ail things arc lawfi, but ail
things are not exputiietit." 1 Cor. X. 23,
andi in carrying out tbis rule lie says
(Roui. xiv. 21): It I is gooti neither ta
cal: flcsh, nair ta driîk îçîne, nar anythiîg
wbiercby thy brother stumbicth, or îs of-
fendeti, ai made weak," andti gaîn<( Cor.
vili. 1 3) Il If icat ni.mke iiy liraîber ta
otTend, 1 will Cat no> flesh wbile the warlti
stîaîîdeth, lest 1 inake nîy brotbcr tu ai.
fend."

Sp.ace %vill nat permit ai Our enlarging
aoi this andi otber points, but we trust
enotigli lias becîx saiti ta stir up îliaugbî,
andi if our churches arc set thînking andi
tue resolve ib forni ta aimi hîîgl, then
tbe abject ai thecse few simple tboughits
wiil have been acconiplisheti.

eô of the Ghurcheô.
*MELBJOURNE. -On Friday cvening last

a îleasaîît and mobt agret;ble surprise
îvas given tu the accupints af tlîe Con-
gregational p.îrsonage, Mcelbuurt.c. About
6 o'clock betwcen Go anti 7o of tliclias-
tor's fricnds laok pobsession of the bouse,
spreati a surnptuous repasi ant i ateti
hlmi andi Mlr. MNcluttus ta tea. A %cry
agreable cvcning Wnaà spent ini inuz«c
anti coîivcrsaîuoni. A beautiful sesing
machine, tbc*" ' amuly singer," Worth $4h5,
andt a purse of $17 %lcre prusentuti tu
Mmls. Nlclntosbii i tok,.n af the esîenm
anti canfidnce in wiiich sbe as ischi as.
lier husbanti is field. Ili replying tu the
kinîtness, NIr. MI-Intosh toocaaiun ta
refer tu the niany al-ts of kintiuicss done
hlm since lie carne ta thi:s place by the
inembers of the cliurci anti is mîari)
frie-idsoaiotlier conînîiunionls. lie spoke
of the unity aîîd îarîîioay that non exisî
aîîd the encouiraging prusaet t that not-
uitlistanduîîg sorte io.'.scs and diffitucs
thc clhur.li is in a butter fianai cumîdi-
tion than in any perioi aif itb pabt hibtury.
At ia o'.Iock the %%hlîo coînlpany boitet
îo,;ithcr bciome thecir commun [ahr
th.î l'allier ai ail M trcies -in îbanksgiv-
iîîg anti Iprie for .ail lis goodauss, andi
theiî sepamateti. A saniîlar meeting look
p>lace in tire .:aîe liause saine fuur nceuks
ago, sv:îcn th:rt ai tire youlg peopale oi
thc D.iihaiii Cangrcgitiuial Clitrcil and
tlidr iknds % ibitcti ir p~ati.r. S,%-cr.l
teilîs 1oaidti vitli proibions kift the cu..l-
lar, pantry, .înJ a.t bit, %%,I.l stureti. Kint
andi earncbt addresses i.s.rc gistîi b>

.N,ý .Robertson and Skitnr, studes-its
o0"cao> andi a icNv warti> by Mm. MI.-
Intosb tianîkinîg :lîc fricn.b fur iliaeh
K-indne-bs anti urging tîxcîn ta earnestness
in thic Mastcr's work. Both ai tîbcse
Nisits wcre coniîplctc sUrpriscs anîd shuw
the lJoie andt haarjiioiîy exieting bttweeii
pastar antipeolile. I>4 m'z uîd<z
.Nov. filj.

As tIit prisoner wbom the French
Revolution liberaiteti roin Ille Bastile,
anti wha liung tri blis fetters in lus Eng-
Itsh lio,-nt, thit, looktng on them, hie
mîghî bless the bitter discipline that
taught hrni tire s'veetness ofilibcrt> ; even
so0 se, looking down anti back on the
quarries îvherc we were hcwa anti sculp-
turcd, will thannk G.d -or cvcry wound,
anti will blcss Hini for thc sharp tols nafd
%terri blows that ait lis looose front those
coa.rbe anti selfish i..c-rust.ttions ai the liue
-of sen.

'Vol. 31.)

Anotbcr aged rnnbcr oi tire Congre.
,ational Churcli as gone to, his rcst, in

tire person oi the late John Fulibrook
How%%ell, who dict iat bis residence, 46
Maitiand-strect, Toronto, on Sunday
rnorning, Octob.:r 30, 18î, in hiscigb:y.
sixth year. Born at Southwark, London,
Englanci, il, 17 96, his parents %vcre God-
fearing people' andi Icd their only dîild
in the paths of religion. At the age of
sevenicen lie madie a proftssion of failli,
aîîd unitcd wjtlî the I ndepcn dent Church,
Sîlver-street, uinder tire Rcv. Wm. jolies.
As a young miaI, it was bis privilege Io
hc caîîncîed with Surrev Chapd tinder
Rcv. RoWland ll; and lifter inairri.lge,
hie andi his fle wfé were nmeniliers of
Grave Chapel, Canîberweil, with Rev.
Joseph Irons as pastor,.andti îîscquently
of Hanover Chapel, under kev. Dr.
Collyer.

In 1883 th?Y crne to, Canada, with
their faînily, andi for a time look up their
abode nt P>ort Credit, then a prarnising
settlement, %liere tbey liveti until after
the rebellion Of 1837. 'ie subjcî of this
notice, witît %voni ioya!ty was a sacreti
pr.si(i>le, andtirei uphuldnng of constî.
tuteti atithoritî a rie of liel was placed
on îrniîitary dut> iiitlî otiiers -it tire
Credit, and rendered services ta the
Gove rncnt in tdat eventfui ycar. 'i hce
oniy place of wvorship) tbere %vas tie
Meeting bouse of the Methodist Clitîrcii,
iii wbich Rev. Puttcr joncs, Indian înîs-
sionary, niiniqtcred tu bis people- Here
our departeti flairer îvorshiîpud wvith fils
famiily, and gladly joîncti in uIl good
work of dissernating tire truthis af
Cbristianity amrong the Indians.

In 1845 bue rernoveti tu Woodbridge,
%%here the greatcr part of bis flie iii Canî-
ada wab srpcnt. Recping a gencrai store
aîîd bciîîg postmnastcr of tire place, lie
was ivitiely known andi higlily rcspcîcd
for bis strict integrity anid consi,îcnt
Christian lice. Juîîîing tbe Pille ,riùvc
Cangregational ChurclIi rica.r ibis place,
%vith bis fle lamnntd m~ifi, thcy gave
their act:vc s3inîpathy and support tu hIe
cause ofi Christ, anid did whlat they caîjit
tu hclp on the gooi nork , andi arc noîv
hcid ini kintily remnîbraticc by tir, gooti
peup>le there.

laving a few >a.ars. ago retirerd froni
business anîd corne ta Toronto, lie lias
enjiyed thc înznbershili ai Zion Chîîrch,
wherc bis place %vis scld,im %acant. D)ur-
inan i llîîess ofil>otàt tlbr.. %k,,~îî
standing severt! bodily sf.nlic %vis
rc%.igIncd andi tubî~~~ rte wilt or
bis l-iravcnly Father, rt-Iiing an tire Dii-
vine Word .î,î< prnies uhidi werce
vcry pirer ous to imii, andti-li lie Ire-
quently <11101< i ih great sat isfactiuon
.nd îrituîii-zilit fâahh. Il is pastor, Ie
Rev. Il. 1). Potvis, irnpro,,cdiliueocc.a-sin
in an inipressivc sermon un Sabbith last,
-ipon the text --" Th-au shail coine to
thy grave in a foul age, likec as a shock of
corn comcth in bis scason." Tire ap.
propriaîc hyn.was useti belote the ý-i
mon, camnîencing :

i3chold tht. wcestcrn cvcning 3ky,
It mclts in deept-r gloom,

To calm the rightcous sin< asvay,
Desccnding ta tire tomb."

1 îth, October. iBsi.

-The Greel, Testament in the ancient
tonguec îs naw, by ordcr of the Greck
govcrnment, rendi inl its 1,2o0 ççhmls
that have So,ooo iriipils.


