THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”™ (4) 'I"hc!
conclusion : ** For Thine ic the kingdom and the power
and the glary, fotever, Amen.” .

IV, Tug Fouxpations or Titd KINGhoM, —Lessons |
1X.-X1.—The underlying principiec of Chnstan cthics 15,
not sell-interest, but sell-abnegation.

lessen /X, Our Father's Care,
Golden Text, 1 Peterv. 7.

1. The Christian's service for God.
A bad master. () A good Master,

2, God's care for the Christian, (@) Well-fed buds.
Welt-dressed flowers.  (¢) To-niortow,

Matt. vi. 24-34.

(2) Two masters. (1)

%)

the kind of masterly combination and apy heatton of these
two Senptute lessons of the day which we should expect
from tm“) apreacher.  And when tmming to the Jewish
Pectionary, aml beanng i mind 1< extremie antiquity, we
tind that these two very lessons are combaned as the Jera.
shah and Ltaphtarak of the came Sabbath, we see an alinast
convincing pront that those wete the two lessons which pad
been read on that Sabbath day i the synagogue of Antee by
mote thar 1800 years ago. Hee agan we tind anrher
minute and most unsuspected trace of the clote faithfviness
of Tuke's nanative, as wadl av an mendental proof that
Paul spoke in Greeks The hater pomt, however, hasdly

lessow X The Saviour's Golden Rule.—Matt. vin. needs proof. Gacek was at that time  the languige
1-14.  Golden Text, Matt, vu, i2 :nf the cmihized wanld to an eatent far greates than
1. Censotionsniess condemned, 2. Disctimination re. brench s the comm-n linguage of the Continent 1t 4
commended. 3. Prayer wwvited. 4. The Golden Rule. quite certamn that ail the Jowe would have understoond st ;
5 ‘The two ways. j i as very doubtinl whether more than a few of them would
Jesson X/, The False and the True.—Matt. vu. | have undanstood the Prsiian dhalect ;at 1< 1o the last degiee
15-29. Golden Text, Jamess, 22, pimprobable that Panl kaew anything of Pisvlio n; and that

)
# A

1. Profession and conduct,  (a) Sheep and aolves.
The tree and the fruit.  {¢) Saying and doing.

2. Foundations of character.  («) A wise builder.
foolish bilder.  (¢) The true Teacher.
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STEPHEN'S SPEECH, |
Although it was delivered before the Sanhedri, therecan

be hittle doubt that it was delivered in Greek, which, in the !
ilingual condition of Palestine—and, indeed, of the civilized :
woild in general— at that time, would be perfeaily undcl-'
stood by the members of the Sanhedrim, and wiich was per- |
haps the only language which Stephen could speak with
fluency.  The quotattons from the Old Testament follow
the Scptuagint, even where it differs ftom the Hebrew, and
the incividuality which characterizes almost every sentence
of the speech forbuds us to look on it as a mere conjectural
parapluase.  Theie is no difficulty in accounting for its pre-
servation.  Apart from the fact that two secretanes were
always presemi at the judicial proceedings of the Sanhednm,
there are words and utterances which, at certain times, are
branded indelibly upon the memory of their hearers 3 and
since we can trace the deep impression made by this speech
on tte mind of St. Paul, we find lutle difficulty in adopting
the conjecture that its preservation is due to him. The
HHagnddth i which it abounds, the vanations from historical
accuracy, the free citation of passages from the Ol Testa.
ment, the roughness of style, above all the concentrated
force which makes 1t leud itself so readily to diffening nter-
pretations, are chatactenstics which leave on our minds no
shadow of doubt that whoever may have been the re-
porter, we have here at least an ontline of Stevhen’s speech.
And this speech marked a crisis i the annals of Chitstian-
ity. It led to consequences that changed the Church from
a Judaic sect at Jerusalem, into the Church of the Gentiles
and of the world. It marks the commencing severance of
twoanstitutions which had not yet discovered that they were
mutually irreconcilable.

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL.

To the eyes of Paul’s companions, God spake by the

e suddenly acquired 1t by the @ift of tongues, «an only e
teganded as an exploded fancy due to an erroncous inter.
pretation,

CNO ONE CAN NHE CERZAIN OF 7HA47"

A few months ago, while traveling i a raidway carnage
i the soutk of Scotland, I began to distnibute some gospel
books amengst my fellow passengers,

A all, stout man, siting oppostte me, while teading the
ane | had gaiven hun, <houted aloud ¢

fCAnd he was quite nght 1

I ashed lum what he meant.  Holding the book i his
hand he rephed :

** The man spoken of hete, when asked if his sine wese
forgiven, replied that no one could be certam of that, and |
behieve he was nght,”

1 remarked that that was only lus vporzon, and he sght be
wrong.

Oh, but,” said he, ** oo man living knows tnat he 1y
saved s and 1 don’t care how gowd he 1s he cannot be certan
of 1t on thisside of the grave,”

** Surely you don't beheve God's Word.”

¢ Oh, yes, I believe every verse of it from Genesis to
Revelation."

Opening my Bible, I read : —*“ These things have T writ-
ten urito you that believe on the name of the S of Gol;
Jhat ye may know that ye Aave cternal fife ™ {1 John v. 13).

**You say, * No one can know,” and Ged ays, ¢ Ye may
knorw,’ whether should 1 behieve you ot Gad

Immediately he burst out, saying, 1 don't care what you
say, we can neve, be certain abuutat il we die; we must
just do what we can, and Aope for the best

* Friend,” I eplied, **1 am sorry that you don’t believe
what God has said.”

*“But T do believe the Bible.”

** Does k-n-o-w read h-o-p-¢ in your version 2"

To this he made no rewark, excepting that no one could
Anorw, and that it was ** great presumption ™ 1 any coe go-
ing the ** length of saying he was saved,”

I replied that of what he said was correct, he would re.

Scriptures :

blinding hght: to their cars by the awful sound ; but to the
soul of s chosen servant He was viable indeed 1n the ex-
cellent glory, and He spoke in the Hebrew tongue ; but
whether the vision and the voice came thiough the dull or-
gans of sense or in presentations ifimtely more intense,
more vivid, more real, more unutterably convincing to the
spurit by which only things spintual are discerned—this isa
question to which those only will attach impotance to wham
the soul is nothing but the material orgamsm—whoknow of
no indubitable channels of intercourse between man and his
Maker save those that come clogged with the imperfections
of mortal sense—and who cannot imagine anything real ex-
cept that which they can grasp with both hands.  One fact
remains upon any hypothesis—-and that s, that the conver-
sion of St. Paul was i1n the lghest sense of the word a mis-
acle, and one of which the spiritual consequences have af-
fected cvery subsequent age of the history of mankind.

LPAVL'S SERMON AT ANTIOC!H.

Usually a Jewish ‘prc:\chcr sat down during the delivery
of his sermon, as is freely done by Roman Catholicsabroad:

I write unto you, httle childien, becanse vour sine ase

apustle John states that the sins of those 1o whom he was
writing were forven.  If the apostle knew this they surely
knew it themselves.

¢ We knme that we have passed from death unto hite*
(I Johnii. 14). John does not say, **1, who have attained
to such holiness, know,” but ** e dnoie ™ 7hev knew at.
They did not Aoge that this great change seenld take place.
They brcre st hud taken place.

** We are a/zvays confizent ™ (2 Cor. v. 6} Paul did not
say, ** It is great presumption 1n any one to be confident;”
nor did hesay, * I, who am so neatly perfect, am contident,”
but, ** We are alivays confident.”’

My friend listened to the Scuptures and mv remarks on
them, but declared that he would sull hold to s opmion
that ** No one could be certain.”

sure of his sins being forgiven while here on carth?  If so,
lay aside your **thoughts” and ‘“opmnions” and beheve
God's Word,

Men say, *“ No one can be certain,”

God's Word says, ** Ye may knoie”

but Paul, instead of going to the pulpit, seems merely to
have risen in his place, and with uplified arm and beckon-
ing finger—in the attitude of one who, however much he
may sometimes have been oppressed by nervous hesitancy,
is proved by the addresses which have been preserved to us,
to have been in moments of emotion and excitement a bold
orator—he spoke to the expectant throng.  The sermon in
most instances, as in the case of our Lord’s address at Naz-
areth, would naturally take the form of a Mifrash on what
the congregation had just heard in one or other of the two
lessars.  Such scems to have been the line taken by St.
Paulin this his first recorded sermon.  The occurrence of |

Men say, ** Itis great presumnption to go that length,”

Gad's Word says, *“These things have 1 written 24az ye
may fnow.,”

Men say, ** Wecan only hope.”

God's Word says, ** We know."”

Men say, * You can never be confident.”

God's Word says, ** We are always confident.”

Reader, whether will you believe God or man? * Tell
me how I can be sure of it,” I hear one ask. You can only
know it through believing what Gaod has sawd in His Word.
You cannot fze/ saved ; you cannot feel your sins forgiven,

quire to get a pair of scissors and cut out the following |

Sorgeven you for His Name's sahe (1 John u. 12). The

Read:r, have your hitherto imagined that no one could hc'

two words in this brig!mldrcss, of which one is a most unusual , but thank God you can &neio at, and &note it mew, as you
form, and the other is cmployed in a most unusual meaming, | read these hines.  You and I descrve to die eternally onac-
and the fact that these two words are found respectively in | count of our sins, but Chust died for us.  The punishiment
the first of Deuteronomy aud the first of Isaiah

sermon turns on the subjuct alluded 1o in the st of thes
chapters, and that the promise of freerenission isditectly sug- y (Acts xun, 39). * He that behev@hb on the Son hath Ger-
gestad by the vther, would make st extremely prolable that lasting life * (Jobnu 30). Don’t wait furany ** evpersence”
thase were the two chaptars which he had just heard read. jor ** feching,” but rest your soul un the bare Waoid of Gud,
His sermon, in fact, or rather the heads of it, which can yand you will know (not ** fech,”) that you are saved and
alone be given in the bnief summary of Luke, is exactly | your sins torgiven.—British Evangelist.

) | combined 1 that we merited He took. ** He was wourded for our trans- |
with the circumstances that the historical part of St. Paul's i gressions, He was brused for o imquitic s, and now Je-
¢ hovah declares, ** By Hun all that bdieze are justined ™

TH! ZEWS OF T UROPE.
The present poution of th- Jewash race 1« altogether
anomalius.  The Jewe are at ance the most national and
the most cosmapohitan 1ue on the casth 3 but they neather
tound a State of thewr own. nor do they beome absorbed 1n
the populviion of the countties they hive i, It seems diffie
calt 1y begeve that tus contradition can be a peamanont
nne  Uhe scanlalous oppresaon under which they long <uf-
fered forced them to be acaste apart, 1t was as futile for
them to hope for a genuine natonal life of then own asat
wasto hope to <hate the nanonal bife of athers. Theie en-
franchinsement puts the alternatine before them by o erther
the une v the vther s and the one ot the wiher they will, 1n
the patural course of thangs, oo, it obyvious that the tace
v state of transtion § and Al hnal or dogmate judg.
ments atout it ate as umcasonable A« they ate mipertinent,
But 1t necds o proophet to see that the sentiment of na.
tonabity which has attained 10 our days a fosce hicherto une
haownan the world must imevitaly y turn the saale one way
or the other. Lither come swlicn smpulse, of wlich at
present thete ate few spns, wibl lead the race toattempt the
task, whether possible or inpossinde, of founding a fewish
State 0 the East, or clse continved interconsse with the
Christian world, the continued shanny of us pubhc lile, and
continued intermarnages betwern the Jews and the Chinte
ans, will gradually lead to the absorption of the people by
the other natons of the carth, No one but themselves wiil
ventute to say whach would be the better alternative 3 Lut
the latter certamly appears the more hkely.  Bat at s probe
abie that they wall lung hover between the two paths, too
full »f tndivaduality to be eadily abismbed, and with too little
poitical coheston for any gicat navonal en‘erprice to be
feasible.  And for countnes ke Germany, where they are
very numerous, ot hke Rowmama, whete they hve among a
wuch less encrgeta people, the results of this dubious pose
Ction will not be without inconvenience, either to themselves
or to those among whom they hve. It 1s idle to complan of
what 1> inevitable, and what s very largely the result of
rChnstuan misdeeds i the past.— Zhe Saturday Review.

GIVING MONEY 170 BEGGARS.

Persons who really know any.hing abont the pons, never
weary of entieating those whuse heants are better than theie
heads, not to give money to street beggars.  They reiterate
the statement that the beggars in the streets are not only
pour, but that they are, as a rule, dissodute, worthless, ut.
terly without maral stamuna, and beyond the power of being
helped so that they may nse to more respectable ways of
Chving. Guod-natured, easy-guing people wall say, *“Oh!

but 1 could nut bear to think but the story mnght be true,
,and that by refusing some pence | anght be allowing a de-
,serving person to starve ¥ The professional begzas knows
;as well as pusuble the thuughts that are pasang through the
nund of the persun who s impuortuned, and who 1s conssder-
.ing whether peace would not be casily purchased at the cost
cof a few pence.  The whine increases, further circum-
"stances of misery are aumetated, the blessings are poured
forth profusely when he donstion 15 1eceived, the unwise
giver goes on his or her way, having grautied the impulse of
"gving, and the beggar generally resorts to the nearest pub-
“hic house, where he may enjoy the results of s successful
. unposition.

}l cannat be too often reitersted that people who give
money to ordinary street beggars are doing barm.  Not only
do they encourage the vicious, but 1 wastung their money
they lessen their own power of doing good.  In the begen-
cauny of this week an old woman was brought up at one of
. the London poitce-courts for ** obtam ng money under false
| pretences.”  Carrying 1n her arms a bundle of rags rolled
iup underacath ber shawl, she asked passers by, ** Won't
you give inc a copper for the sake of dear baby? ' and the
soft-hearted passess by responded by gifts of coppers. A
j policeman, rendered suspicions by expenence, demanded
sight of the **dear baby,” and found out the unposture,
, The lady and gentleman who had just made a donation to
, the old woman must have felt thoroughiy ashamed of their
easy weakness when the policeman called them to turn
jround and see the exposure of the fraud.  Until people re.
, fuse to themselves the luxury of believing in the tales of
{ beggars, or will cease to gratify their own indolence by giv-
ling without inquiry, such impostures will centainly hap-

ren.

,i {uis true that now and then everyone receives a shock by
I heaning that some pooi creature has succunbed to cold and
want of food, but such sufferers are never of the class of the
regular strect beggars, and no money given to the latter can
at all prevent the occurrence of those deaths from starvation
which all lament.  These can only be helped by the se who
wortk in regularly organized fashion. If the money lavished
on street beggars were given to those persons whoin long ex-
! perience has taught the best modes of aiding the poor, much
good may be done.  We cannot all be our own almoners,
.and see personzlly that our money does gnod rather than
harm; but we can all exerase judgment as to the choice of
-the agency through which our alns shall pass,
,worst that we could appomt 1s that which would give money

to the importunities of the professional begpar.—Quecen.

The very

Tt deputies to India from the United Presbyterian
Church, Do Young and Moo MoLaey, aie di cutly pro-
secuting then ngaties at the vanous mit-s.on statious o Raj-
pootana.  They have rocened a most condial welcome, not
Jonly fiom the mssivaaries and English rewdents, Lt from

jmen of the nghest social standing among the natives.



