THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.
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arbiter. His word, not the sword, shall decide all differ.
ences, Strong nati shall be rebuked. The migmr
things of earth shall be brought into subjection to that which
seems but *“the weakness of God,”—1 Cor, i. 25, War
shall cease; and the weapons of carnal conflict shall become
implements of peace and industry. There shall no longer
be any use for that by which men hurtt and slay une anothicr.

‘This happy ion is not yet reachzd, but we can
judge what progress hasbeen made towatds it when we con-
sider—(1.) That warsare far less frequent than in ancient
times. Inone thousand years of Roman histosy there was
peace but forty years. (2.) That formerly war was the nor-
mal condition of nations, and pease was only made as a truce
for a definite time, while peace is now the prevailing rela-
tion between civilized States, and war is only occasiounal.
(3:) That no nation at the present time uridertakes war with-
out at least some show or claim of right in its cause, {4.)
That the principle of arbitration it now adopted by many
nations in the settlement of differences,

(2.) Security. Every one shall dwell without fear or in-
jury under his vine and fig-tree. These grew in the
conrtyard of every Oriental house, and under_the shade a
peaceful and happy household is pictured. Incapable of re-
alization as such a glorious era secemed, there can be lll‘o
the

doubt of it, for the mouth of God hath spoken 1t,
mouth of Him who is mighty, and with whom nothing
impossible, of Him whose very word is truth, and shall be

blish a us in conflict.

ed to fc
From these blessed sesults which should be
by the reign of love atd righteousness, the K
comparison with other religions, draws an exhortation and
an encouragement to devotion. All people will walk in
. the name of their God ; some god or other they will serve,
and what gods are they, full of cruelty and lust.” See what
these delusions have ght about—ruin and destruction
for their votaries. Yet how faithful have these poor idol-
alers been to these false gods who have done notking for
them. We will walk in the name of our God. He
deserves our love and obedience, e is worthy of all our
service, Let us emalate the zeal of the idolaters in a nobler
way~Jeremishii. 11, Letnot our resolution be a fldcting and
trantitory one. He wants no fickle worshippers. * For
this God is our God for ever; He will be our guide even
unto death "—Ps, xxili. 3, 4; xlviii. 14 ciii. 17, 13; exlv.
1,23 Is. lvs 33 Iviii, 115 Jer, 1. 55 Heb. ix. 12,
. THE RESTORATION OF THE Jews—Vers, 6.8,
The chiosen nation will not be utterly cast away. The pro-
phet looks beyond the exile and humiliation of the Jews to
2 time of restoration, and the enjoyment of renewed privi-
_leges under tne Gospel.
that haiteth, the lamé, smitten nation ; He will gatherto
- Himself-her that.is driven out and afflicted, the exiled,
long-di .. Her aflictions had been from God
‘in love, and would bear blessed fruit, when they fulfilled His
wise and' gracious pacrgose The afflictions of nations, of
the Church, of each Christian, have a divine purpose.
remnant is that which sunives, and which becomes the
100t whence all-this predicted glory shall grow, even into &
strong nation over which the Lord Himseli shail reign,
and his reign shall have no end ; no pawer shall overthrow
it. Jerusalem, the strong-hold of the daughter of Zion,
is compaced 1o & tower of the flock such s was built to be
a shelter and gotection for the shepherds. It it the symbol
of the royal House of David, who was hunself a shepherd,
and who is the type of tite greater David, the Shepherd
of the sheep,  Great David's greater Son shall sule the
world., He shall reign in Zion—Isai. xxiv. 23; Ps. ii. 6
Luke i. 33. Unto Him every knee shall bow—Dhil. ii.
10; Eph. i 21. Is Heour King?

700 FOND OF MUSIC.
Captain Tyson, the Arctic explorer, once espicd an ook-
{;Jok seal) who had come up through a hule in theice to
the, The explorer beckoned to a cempanion 1o bring

brought aboull
ropliet, by a

. Himself will asaemble her |

@fficial ) otices.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.

Will the churches in this district requiring aid from
the C.C.M. Socicty, picase forward thewr applications
to me as SOON AS POS3IBLE?  Delay will cause un-
necessary trouble.

Do your utmost to increase your own guarantee and
thus lessen the amount of your application.

EpwiIN D. S1L.coX, Secretary Middle District.

Stouffoille.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO AND QUEVEC. —
The annual meeting of the Congregational Union of Ontario
and Quebee, wall be held (1. V)) un the Cungregauunal
Church, Wellington street, Kingston, Oat., on Wednesday
the 4th of June 1879, at 7.30 p.m. The proceedings will
commence with the annual sermon by the Rev, William All-
worth of Paris, Ont. Special attention is called to the an-
nual collection on behalfof the union, which should be taken
up cn the Lord’s day prior to the an.ual meeting  Infarma.

is | tion as to reduced lmvelling fates will be duly furnished.
eC

—KENNETH M. FENWICR, Secvetary- Treasurer.

Churches intending to send delegates to the Union as-
sembling in Kingston, June 4th, are 1espectfully requested
*0 appoint them at their next church meeting, say on or be-
1ore the 30thof Apnil, in order that their names, together with
the names ofthe pastors who propose being present, may be
sent to the committee in charge of thxir entertainment, a
month previous to the assembhing of the Union,  Every ef-
fort wilf be made to secure proper aggommodation for all
who may come. But pastors and delegates ncglccling‘ to

P

ive an early intimation of their ing must be
ﬁ:r the q Such i stating I, O.
address of the sender, should be made to Thomas Hendry,
Esq., Kingston, Ont.
SAMUEL W. JACKSON,
Pastor First Congregational Churck,
Kingston, April 16tk, 1879,

GYhildren’s Glorner.

THE FOUR ELEMENTS.

« T WILL be a gardener,” said Philip, when
it was time for him to learn a trade.
“ It must be delightful to live always among

Algreen trees and shrubs, growing vegetables

and fragrant flowers.”,

But it was not long before he came home
again quite out of humour. There was al-
together too much stooping in the garden-
er's work, and for his part he was tired of
creeping about upon the earth; besides,
he thought it really hurtful to his back and
knees,

But now he would like to be a fisherman.
The water was so clear and lovely, and to
sail away over it in a light skiff, and, with-
out tiring so much as a foot, to draw in

a gun as quietly as possible and shoot the creature.  Mean- whole nets full of fish ; * that must be jolly,”

while, the captain whistled a plaintive tune as musically as

he could. The ookjook was so charmed by the pleasant

sound that helingered and Lstencd unul the gun came and
" he was killed.

|

Now, it is said that all seals arc fond of swect sounds, '

whether made by instruments, sung,whistled, or, somctimes,
merelyspoken,andthat they will keep still and listen,giving a
hunter time to come within shooting distance.

But perhaps there isa slight mistake, and the seal is only
watchivg for a good chance, while he grumblesto himscl?,
something like this:

“Pshaw! Only let me catch that troublesome fellow, and
T’ll soon put an end to bisnoise ! "—St, Nickolas for April.

THREE centuiies after the advent of Christ there were
about 5,000,000 Christians, and at the end of the sixth cea.
tury there were about double that number.  The gamn in the
United States alone during the last twenty-five years is es-
timated to have equalled the result of all these centuries.

Rirths, y¥iavriages ana Deaths,

MARRIED.

At the residence of E. W, Scane, Esq., Chatham, on Wad.
nesday, April 23cd, by the Rev, E, D, Silcox of Stouffville,
assisted by the Rev. J. Grey of Windsor, Alexander Suther-
lang of Newmarket, to Josic, only daughter of the late Dr,
A. C. Lloyd of Stoaffvi <

id he.

So off he went to be a fisherman.  But he
was soon back again, more disgusted than
before.  “Fishing is wet work,” said he.
“ Indeed, the water is very disagreecable to
me.”

Philip now made up his mind to be a hunt-
er. “Toroam about in the green wood, and
have a home among the splendid trees ; that
would be a glorious life.”

But he soon came again complaining
that he could not endure the raw air of the
early morning, which was sometimes foggy
and damp, and often the wind blew raw and
cold, and it was very uncomfortable for his
ears aud nose—no, he never could be a
hunter.

But Philip was sure he should like the
life of a cook. “The gardener, hunter, and

sa.

fisherman,” he said, “ must hand over to the
cook all they gain by their work, and, at any
rate, I should always have something good to
cat,” ’

But in a little while he was at home once
more, full of fault-finding about his new busi-
ness. “It would all be very well,” he com-
plained, “if there were only no fire.  But to
stand all day on the blazing hearth, and roast
and stew and broil in the heat, it is alto-
gcther too much. It seemed sometimes as if
I should melt. I never could lead the life of
a cook.”

Now his father spoke ecarnestly to Philip
and said: “You are contented nowhere.
You are very soun tired of what at first pleases
you. If you cannot bear any of all the four
clements—earth, water, air, and fire—you can
bear nothing ; you will have to go out of the
world to be satisfied.  You must now re- .
main at your work, for every place has its
pleasures, and every one its pains.—Golden
Heurs.

THE TWO STICKS.

“ ATHER,” said Little Lucy, “I cannot
get these sticks to make a hoop, for
when I try to bend them they all break.”

Her parent replied, “Because, my child,
they are so old, they will not easily take the
form you want them ; but see if you can find
some which are tender, some young branches
from the trees.”

Lucy did as she was told, and soon came
with great glee to say she had managed her
hoop without much trouble.

“Let us see, Lucy, if we can find out some
lesson these sticks teach us. Suppose we
compare these sticks to people.  Those per-
sons who have grown old in sin, find it very
difficult to leave off their bad habits, and bend
thuir wills to God; they have gone on so long
that their hearts have become hard, they are
so proud they will not own themselves sin-
ners, they nave neglected God's ordinances
and despised His means of grace; and will
sumetimes even break, rather than bend in
humility before His footstool.  The longer
they delay the worse it is.  There are little
children who are wicked, but, by God’s help,
they can mend their ways. The first lie they
grieve over; and if the second time they are
tempted to tell an untruth, they carefully
avoid it ; the temptation then becomes less
and less, and so with other sins. But if they
once allow themselves to deceive, and feel no
sorrow for what they have done, as they grow
older they grow harder in wickedness. Do
you think, Lucy, you understand the lesson 1
would teach you?"”

“Yes, father ; I am like a young twig, and
the sooner I try to do what is right, the bet-
ter and casier it will be, because if I grow old
my heart may be hardened and break befo..
I learn to vepent, like the old sticks which 1|
could not bend as T wished , they broke, aid

are good for nothing but to be buined.”



