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-- -- v--.. route is over the ncwv Erie Canal reute by
this fenture adono.

1)etailed figures as to pirobable cost of
carniage by Trent Valley steani barge

j with sevoral tow-barges iii consort be-
tweon Midland and Montreal wero sub-
mittcd to the Royal Commission on
Tratieportation nt their recent sitting at
Peterborough, mxade by practical marine

a, bear ont niy contention that grain
conld be shipped via Trent \Talloy
in a) mach shorter tume arnd at a
clieapor rate than via the new eularged
Erie route.

ilesides, as the Trenît Valley district
ofl dovel op by reason of the construction

ofits canais, the return freiglit trafhe will
be greatly increased, thorcby much les-
sening the cost per bushel on grain carriod
through it.
1Hereby the most ardent of ship-canal

I[rdruhc .i~ ~ockSit ~kW advocates must admit, that iii the action
is estiuted that the sumn uf $.5,Ouu,uuu Irent, alley Lanal, %vhilîl wvlil accoîn- of Gcermany and Newv York, State, i their
would open up the twvo outlets, thc uorth- niodate barges of buu tons catpacitv, %% il adoption of a barge-catial systeui eachi nt a
en outlet botween Midland on Georgian only cost. $9,000,000 %v'hcn linisbled, as cost of more tlîaî $100,000,000, the ship-
Bay and Lake Sinceoc, and the soutlicin îîiguilst the csîlarged Erie Canallit a cost' cni>al iden is exploded.
outlet betwcen Rice Lake anîd Lake On- of S1O1,000,000, plus the cost of the orU- France and i3elgiuîn, too, are forging
tarie, if constructed by the clîcapor route, ginal canal .and the Trent Valley Canal ahead iii the construction of barge canaIs,
via Pont Hope. Thîis watenwaiy would fiesides will give a route betwccn the and iii fâct maîy of the nianufacturiug
then open up about 1,000 miles of inland Nortlî-West whcat fields anti Europe 1,500 countries of tho ;vorld have nealizcd that
shiore lino, xnany of the lakes and rivers miles shorter iii the return journey. t in the struggle for trade, barge waterways
lying transversely te the line of canal, Aniother acvautage in favor of theTrent~ play a nost imipertant part; aîd yet with
and it is estimated that 6,000,000 acres, Valley route is that it will lie nuch ail this great meveinont, Canada, wvith
of land ivili lie tributary witlîin ten miles. qnicker, inasmuchi tlîat there %N iii be only pnactically a naturnal wvaterway ini the
of ils wharves. 13 miles of actual canail cuttings i the i Trent Valley, is content to stand idly by

The Trent Valley route will bo 250 rcnt Valley, plus 415 mîilcs on the St. and look upon it as a political plaything.
miles siierter between the See and MeInt- Lawrence CanaIs, a total of -)S miles, and: Even îîew in the face of a dctenmined
real tlîan the Wellanîd Canal route, or some 410 miles of river and lake route' ellort te urge completien of this great
.500 miles in the retnnn journey, aîid iL is; between %i(Ilidlnd andi Montreal ; wvhereas nationial wvork, wc find it being again
aise 1,500 miles shorter in the rctunn trip: by the cnlarged Erie Canal betwceen if. i beiittlcd by soine selfish power-lîelders
than the Erie Canal betwecn the Soe and !filue and Nev' York there %vill be actually whe scck te divert publie ftnnds estensibly
Liverpeel, se tîat the Trent Valley Canial 1257 miles of canal cnittings aîîd 233 mîiles for navigation purpeses, but reaily only
advocates dlaimn tiat it is the Ishortest 1of lake and river. IL lîaving beemi proven. te enlange, the cajîacity of tlîcir water-
rente betweeù tîme Canadian Nortli-West, by expernionts mnade by the ]ate state powers. ibis selfilh endeavor was turncd
wbcat lands and Europe. jengineer of Nev York, 'Mr. Swe , 0. B., dewn by thc thon -Minister of Railways

IL is a remarkable situation for Caua- tilit the saine power tliat wvill l)nopel a antid Canais, two naid a-lîalf yeirs age, whe
dians te waken up te ut this late, day, te barge 4 miiles per heur in the Erie Canal 1 is rcponted te have toid thora aIse that
bo told that the iront Vralley Canal foi- 1 will drive a barge neariv 6 mîiles per heur! "lit was wvater-powcr tliey %vere aftcr and
lows out the sanie nîethed adepted iii in open %vater, by whichi jr. en rcadily ho' net navigation" -as per press reports of
the $100 1000,000 medernu Germanu canal seomi how mnnch <îicker the irent Valley the conférence. True situation iii this
systeni, cennecting the ceai and steel dis-
tricts with the North Sen, viz: Length amîd
breadth of lock, rather than dcpth, asiL-. . . .- *
wvas recegnized that by this means btilki
could ho accommodated more cheaply as;
aise a cheaper means of transportation i
could be efl'cted. l fact tlie draft ofthic
Genman barges is loss thaîî those of tue!iJ
Trent Valley Canal will ho. Tîe Gerinani
barges will have a draft of 7A foot oniy, bu
'%vill have a capacity of 1,000 tons. The I
dimensions of the Tront Valloy locks arc'
134 foot long by 33 foot wido anti will have . -t

a depth of 8 feot, 4 inches on the silîs. The
original intention was oniy te give a depth
of 6 feet, but the depthi as now arrugcdt

for will acconmnodate barges of 800 tons'
or 25,000 bushels, a fact which wvill open!
the eyes of the Caundian public.

The presenit Erie Canal wvhich is a mule-.r
powver canal and lias a capacity t e a-
commodate only 1240-ton barges, is new,
bein g efla rged Ty the Stage of Nei York
nt a cost of $101 ,000,000, and will 0111%.
accomînedate, barges of 1,000 tons capa-:
city. The barges will ho 150 feot long.
25 foot wide and 10 foot draught; the;
depth on the look silis being Il foot. Itl
will thus bc seen by comnparison that the 1 nyclraîîilic MUft Iock-Vlv fa ramn 1owcn I.cvcl.
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