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:ﬁﬂ.‘e foreign trade, not the interprovincial trade merely, but | imports of foreign manufactures to the same extent. This would

® Internal trade. If we keep a record of the trade between

th?: Scotia and New Brunswiqk, why not keep a record of
ioa rade betweeq the old Ontario and the new Ontario that
of tl? thousand qxlles away ! We must t,a_ke account, not only
of the merchand}se that passes from Province to Province, but
the ® werchandise that passes from county to county and from
ing g:oc_el‘y to the pantry. There would be no sense in limit-
cial 1 ¢ Inquiry to the good_s that happen to cross the Provin-
'ecor:]nes’ which have nothing to do with trade.  Of course a
Quest; of the internal trade of the country is utterly out of the

'0n ; one might as well ask for the moon. The foreign
ac%e of a country is the only trade of which an accurate

U0t can be kept, and it is regarded by all writers upon

NOmics as a fair test of the prosperity of a country.—-
OTonto Qlobe, prospertty Y

t us examine the position of the Globe. 1t is this:—If

® Whole trade of the country is to be shown the internal
£ e Must be added to the foreign trade. If we keep a record
‘' Internal trade thit record must include not cunly that
Ichig interprovincial,butalso that which passes from thecorner
€Ty to the pantry of the consumer. It is as unreasonable
tr;:tempt to keep a record of the internal trade of the coun-
the OZItO ask for the moon. The foreign trade of a country is
t Y trade of which an accurate account can be kept: and

Lt ; . . :
con t°"elgn trade is the only fair test of the prosperity of that
n ry,

It; .
int: 18 thus with a wave of the hand the Globe disposes of the

0“::“‘1 trade of a country, measuring the prosperity of the
'y only by the volume of its foreign trade. Why does
R G{Obe' thus unceremoniously ignore internal trade?
unf:mt it wants to make is this—In a strictly agricultural
Vet Y—a country that is a large producer of exportable pro-
l‘rge :“d not a large consumer of domestic products: and a
Sueh ?nsﬂmer of importable products and not a producer of
Products : —in other words a non-manufacturing country
f‘foreign trade would be at its maximum, and, according
be inlsit:t&nda.rd established by the Globe, that country would
ungy best pos'sible ﬁna,r.lcial condition. The ir}dustry of the
exports)'\'excluswe]y agrlcultural—would. provide for large
“iredOt Produce, and, of course, everything that the count.ry
hay, "d except these agricultural products would of necessity
> be imported. This would produce a condition of
prxl:::dgly .lively foreign trade—everything that th(.s country
ing in 80}ng out, and everything the country required com-
* This condition could only obtain in a Free Trade
o S\fch as the Globe desires to make Canada.
coulq nottmte clea'r that this acme of commercial prosperity
i Prupt be attained if any system existed in the country to
eultllraI]) that course of trade. If a class of consumers of agri-
Ppear Products other than the farmers themselves should
llt,othe export of farm products would be curtailed to the
Uoory of the conéumption by this class : and if a class of pro-
the imp, Such things as were being imported should appear,
Of the ris Of.suc}, articles would be curtailed to the extent
%usproduc'txon by this class. But it does not follow that
a © of this curtailment of exports of agricultural products,

of } .
h '0ports of manufactures, the country is less prosperous
N befor '
€:

r
Qspel‘ous.

Co

Sountry,

Wwhile on the other hand it may be intinitely more

o i
thyy ei“s‘?mte we will suppose a purely agricultural country
Ports gay $50,000,000 worth of wheat a year, and

represent a foreign trade of $100,000,000 a year. But manu-
facturing industries are established there which produce say
$20,000,000 worth of goods a year; and those employed in
these industries consume of the agricultural products of the
country say $20,000,000 a year ; now there would be a reduc-
tion of agricultural exports to the value of $20,000,000, and a
reduction of imports of foreign manufactures of a like amount,
leaving a foreign trade reduced forty per cent. to only $60,-
000,000. Under this new condition there has been no slack-
up or diminution in any industry or employment except in the
foreign carrying trade. Every acre of the farmer’s field has
been cultivated and producing as before; every work animal
kept constantly employed. and every hoe and plow kept bright
by intelligent contact with the soil. The farmer has made
just as big a crop, and he has received just as much money for
it, the only difference being one in his favor wherein he sold
his produce in his home market instead of sending it to Liver-
pool. But the country has been benefited in that its popu-
lation has been increased, and wany who would have otherwise
been in idleness were provided with remunerative employment.
Under these new conditions of prosperity would the G'lobe pre-
tend to say that ‘ the foreign trade of the country is the only
fair test of its prosperity ?”

We think we forcibly demonstrate the ridiculousness of the
Globe’s contention in the following facts : —

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1890, the exports
from the United States aggregated $857,856,159, and the
imports $789,335,855, a total foreign trade valued at $1,647,-
192,014. The merchandise represented in this vast sum was
an important factor in the internal trade of the country—in
fact every ton of it before reaching destination, in being
hauled by transportation lines within the United States,
constituted just that much of the internal trade of that coun-
try. Was there any other internal trade in the United States
except this which also constituted the foreign trade? Tt is
folly to claim that this was all the intérnal trade worth speak-
ing of, or that it was more than an almost inconsiderable por-
tion of that trade. According to Poor's Manual the freight
train mileage on the railroads in the United States last year
aggregated 430,719,737 miles, which means that 619,137,237
tons of freight were hauled an average distance of 110 miles—
only about two-thirds the distance between New York and
Albany. This means that this railroad freight movement was
the equivalent of hauling 68,604,012,396 tons of freight one

mile. Can the Globe comprehend these figures?

“ The foreign trade of a country is the only trade regarded
by all writers as a fair test of the prosperity of a country.”
This is the opinion of the Toronto G'lobe. In previous issues
of this journal we have shown the volume of internal trade of
the United States as carried on in steam and sailing vessels
of that country. It is wonderfully large, and, like the busi-
ness done by the railroads, does not include that so facetiously
alluded to by the Globe as passing from the corner grocery to
the kitchen cupboard. In this article we refer to the internal
trade of the United States as carried on over the railroads.
The total number of miles of railroad in the United States at
the close of 1889 was 161,397. The share capital correspond-

ing to the mileage at that time equalled $4,495,099,318, and



