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Calondar for the Weak.

Sop. 7—Blexsod Adrian 111, Popo and
Confeasor,
8—Tho Netivity of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary,
U—8t Berginsl., Popoand Confessor.
10- Bixteenth Sunday after Pento.
cost, The Feast of the Most
Holy namo of Mary.
11—8t. Nicholas of Tolentino, Con

easor,

12—Fifth day within tho Octave of
tho Nativity of tho Blessed
Virgin,

13—8lxth day withia the Octave.

—————————

Reply to Archdeacon Farrar.

In answer o tho violent attack of
the Archdeacon of \Westminster Mr.
Knox Littlo comes forward as cham-
pion of the Ritualists, and devotes
fifteen pages of tho Conterapurary Re-
vsew of Auguat to this pucpose. The
reply is divided inte two parts, of
which tho first consists in romons-
trances with Dr. Farrar as to his
mothod of controversy; for fhie as.
sumes a * tone of infallibility which is
startling," and a violence of language
which is ag unexpected as it is unbe.
coming. Again th. -w Churchman
runa with the hare and hunts with the
hounds. In striving to beat the Pro-
testant drum, writing about tho dan-
gers of sacerdotalism, the Mass, the
undoing of **tho work of the reforma-
tion,” he is appealing to popular pre-
judices, while he also pozes as a mar-
tyr for the unpopular opinion of low
churchism,

It was natural that the adversary
gbould remonstrate. That a promi-
nent olergyman should write of fellow-
members of a Church as tho Arch-
deacon wrote should not only call for
remonstrance, but if there wasa shred
of authority’in the Church it would
call for action. Simply because there
is no authority in the Church of
England, either to define the faith or
to enforce discipline, we have in one
of the great reviews the pitiful spectacle
of one minister calling & whole school
of ministers bad names, and one of
tha latter on bis knees, sajing. ** Now,
brother, don't do that. that 18 rude,

not becoming an English goentleman. |

You shoald bave moze generous con-
siderateness, a larger allowance * for
our diverzities of view and Christian
fove.”

It s also natural that this reply of
the Ritualists should be unsatisfactory,
Mlogical and cvasive, The very posi-
tion of Ritualism is unsatisfactory to
every honest man who thinks serious-
ly upon the subject; it claims the
necessity of an historical priesthood,
yet closes its eyes to the only quarter
from which that undying stream
springs end flows. 1t insists upon
religious sacramental practices, e. g.
confession, yet when pressed, yields

upon the point. It all comes of there
being no authonty in faith or practice
amongst them. But now for some
unsatisfactory points in Mr. Rnox
Little's reply :

** The Archdeacou wntes asfollews : * In
the Apustulic age- the Eucharist folluws

the Love Feaat. vet thero are clorgyrmon
who now teach that to rocelve the Euchar.
ist unfasting is a deadly sin.’ f Shovo are
clergymen who teach tlus {although 1 my-.
sclf do not know of avy such) one may well
beluve with the Archdeacon vhat they use
very extreme languags."

Now what ia to bo thought of the
man who, whilo tenching the Real
Presence, will not count nsa deadly
gin wilful irroverenco towards it?
Ho acknowledges that somo clorgy-
men teach that fasting before com-
munion does not mattor. This for
the laity is the unsatisfactory part.
Ono extromist aays: You must [nst
under pain of deadly sin, Tho other
oxtremo puts the case . It is desirablo
that you do not fast Mr. Knox
Littlo evidently requires fasting before
communion, but scoms tu think a
violation of it to Le what we cull a
veniol sin,  \Where are the poor lay
peoplo who are conscientious and who
wieh to be reverent? Are thoy in the
samo class with thoso who tako a hot
breakfast beforo rocciving holy com.
munton 2 What o mockery! It is
no wonder that the Farrare ory to
them to take off the mask. o are
not, however, done with this point.
Fasting communion being a long
established cuatom of the whole Cath
olic Churceh, which 18 the pillar and
ground of truth, and his own Church
distinetly repudiating ** the notion of
striking at cstablished dootrine, or
laudable practice of the Church of
England, or indeed of the whole
Catholic Church," fasting with prayer
being u devou! custom—for all these
reasony the Ritualists require fasting
communion. Here is confusion., The
fast before communion is one thing—
the fasting with prayer referred to is
entirely different. The former is rover
ence towards our Blessed Lord, and is
an oxercise of the virtue of roligion;
the latter is an act of the virtue of
mortification. It is most illogical to
reason from the fasting which the
angel Raphael praised in Tobias to the
fast which the Church commands as a
bodily preparation for loly com-
munirn.  No one sheuld quote Scrip-
ture as fast as that,

Mr. Knox Little claims that there
is a real priesthood in the Church of
England. Here comes in the evasive-
ness of hisanswer. Insist asone may,
and should, upon the priesthood of our
Blessed Lord, it is a long conclusion
to draw therefrom the reality of the
priesthood in the Church of England.
Nor is ihe case covered by arguing
that Sacerdos— 1.e. sacrificing priest—
was used ia the Latin gervice books
at the time of its establishment, and
was retained in English as ** priest,”
and therefore they wished to maintain
the sacrificial and ecssential function
of the priesthood. Even if we grant
that all through the history of the
Chureh of England from Henry the
Eighth sl iusists upon her ministers
Yeing styled priests and exercising the
priestly offices of sacrifice and absolu.
tion, we have not reached the essential
point in question - the validity of their
orders. Not only does tho weakness
of the Anglicans cunsist in the fact
that their ministers are divided as to
what the Book of tommon Prayer
means, but the greatest weakness 18 to
maintain the necessity of the priest-
hood and at the same time be doubtful
about the validity of the Orders. We
would be very glad if every mimster

in tho Koglish Chureh insistod nponﬂ

tho want of sacordotalism, because
many more would then turn o the
only port of safoty ; but all tho insist.
ing in tho world will not form a single
priost.

Tho second point, that upon Tran.
substantiation, is unswored by a fint
donial. ** Whatowr part of tho Catho-
lic Church douvs is this: shio refuses to
say how that mysterious Preaence is
givan, and sho declines to accept the
teaching of the Roman part of the
Catholio Clinrehi that ¢tho how ' of
the Presence is to be defined by the
term, Transubstantintion.” Our part
of the Catholic Chureh! The part
muet bo connected with tho whole.
Whore i8 the connootion ? Vhat
mockery again! Aro theso Ritualists
children, playing o part 2 Or do thoy
trifle with tho etornal intorests of
men ?

** Confession, according to her (tho
Church of Englaud) teaching, is o
privilego allowed to hor children if
thoy choose to useit. Shodircets her
pricats to offer to hor childeen the
opportunity of making confeasion to
their pricst {f they choose. 8he encour.
ages confession to the prieat in certain
cases. It is & matter of liberty not of
absolute necessity.” Thoero it is again
—something wanting, Nothing defi-
nito, scoure or satisfactory. No nu.
thority to teach or command., Mr.
Knox Little maintaing that it is God
who pardons: ¢ Of course evory priest
agrees with the Arohdeacon that
‘ none but God cun say .désolve te,” but
thoso who hold the dootrines taught us
by tho Bible and Prayer Book beliovo
that God does say ao to those who
confess their sing with penitenco by
the mouth of the ordained priest.”
Whaere is the power to absolve in the
name of the Lord, which Mr. Knox
Little claims for himself? YWhat is
the meaning of the words which the
English Church uses in its ordination
service— Whoso sins you shall forgive,
they are forgiven ? Thus again does
he evade the very essenco of tho
question. Kitker the priest has the
Judicial power to pardon the sin him.
gelf or his function is merely minis-
terial. In faot he yiclds this point to
his opponents.

He concludes by saying . ** It seems
to me that, * quot homenes tot sententia,’
that in a great communion like the
Anglican Communion there must be,
and there ought to be, a very various
ritual and large liberty in such o
matter.” We agree with him that
there must be disunion and a variety
of opinions in the English Church;
for it will always be the case where
there is no authority, no legitimate
judge. But we deny that it ought to
be the case in Christ's Church, other-
wise uonity would be destroyed and
Catholicity would perish from the
earth.

Whither Are We Drifting ?

It affords us great pleasure to call
tho attention of the Orange Order, tho
Equel Rights Asscciation and the
P. P. A, to the fact that not cnly
aro the Premier of the Government
and the Leader of the Opposition i
our Dominion Catholie, but there are
other colonies belonging to the greas
Protestant British nation also children
of tho Church. Sir Ambrose Shea 13

Qovernor of the Rahamas, and pro.
sented n vory satisfactory roport of the
islands under his charge, showing
that the revonue for 1892 was £i6,704,
being £8,890 moro than tho year
provious. DBritish flunduras hes for
Govornor Sir Alfred Maloncy, In
report latoly sont this Governor gives
comforting assurance of tho futuro
dovelopment of Honduras. Tho cs-
tablishinent of local government has
been, and s, still under consideration,
These roports wero both mado tu a
leading Catholie nobleman, Lord
Ripen, Secretary of the Colonies,
a convort, too, like Sir John Thomp-
gon. All these need investigation.
It would bo well for tha P. P, A,
not to botber with Margaret L. and
devote their bitter zeal to prevent the
advance of Catholics in high places
throughout the Fmpiro.

-~ )-8

Home Rule at Last.

Tho night of tho 1s! Soptember,
1808, is destined to mark for ever an
opoch in tho history of the British
Fmpiro. Seven hundred years of mis-
government and of persistent persecu-
tion of a faithful and noble race of
peoplo wezo brought to a close on that
memarabie ovening. From Woest-
minstor Hall, and frum n full Houge
of British ropresentatives, tho solomn
declaration went forth that Ireland,
benceforth and forover, enjoys the
right of overy other oivilized nation,
to 1anke her own laws, and, under
God's guidance, to carvo out hor own
destinies. Many a fervent payer
and desp-drawn sigh from purest souls
and well nigh broken hearts, woent up
to Heaven, year afier ycar and day
after day, in hopeful, enduring pa-
tienco, that the God of all justice and
eercy would loock down on the suffer-
ings of the people who only asked for
peace and temporal prosperity, that
they might the more freely worship
Him, and the more abundantly share
in tho blessings whish His providence
lavished on the rich and beautiful
gea-girt home of their birth. To-day
that prayer of o martyred nation is
answored ; the voice of tho British
people is heard in thunder tones over
overy land and ses proclaiming that
the poet's dream is & reality :

Erin, oh Edn, thus bright thro' the tean
ot 5‘003 aight of bondage thy spirit appears.

It is impoassible for us, however, in
the mdst of rejorcing, to shut our eyes
to the fact of the probable rgjection
by the House of Lords of so just, so
long wished for, and so universally
demanded an act of national repara.
tion and humanity. But the whole
people have spoken by their represen-
tatives, after having battled for seven
years in the prosecution of go holy a
cause, and after having struggled un-
flinchingly and with anflagging endur-
ance and courage through a Parlia-
mentary contest such as never hefore
was witnessed in any legislature,
Naver in the history of English legis-
lation was opposition ao fierce, eo
unsorupulous and so determined, offer-
ed to any bill or to any change in the
Constitution. Never we may add as

a corollary, was thore more righteous
justification for party triumph and for
natisnal rejoicing and self-congratula.
tion for the Irish people, whether at
horae, where a future of self-aggran.

discment or aservitude hung in the




