IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,
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ding garment.  Many are brought within the | wonder that rhe careless crowd pass by with-

pale of urdinances, and read and hear, it may | out a tear,

They did uot know the virtnes of

be, with considerpble interest awd anxiets | your departed frieud—they do not know the
ubout the things thatave ready—the things of | fragrance of his memory. “Just so the world
the kingdom of God : hut of these many, fow

are persunded 1o abhor ‘their own flithy vags
and to put on the wedding garment of the
Redeemer’s righteousness,  And these few
alone shall sit still to partake of the feast—
the joy of their Towi; the vest shall stand
speechless, and be east out into outer dark-
ness, where shall ho weeping, awd wailing,
and gnashing of teeth. You mav read your
Bible, and pray over it till yon die—you may
wait on the preachetd Word every Sahbath.
day, and sit down at every sacrament till yon
die; vetif you do not find Cluist in the ordi-
nanees—if ke do not reveal Limself o vour
soul in the preachet Word, in the broken
bread and poured ont wine—if you are not
bronght to cleave to him—to look to him—
to helieve ta him—to cry out with fnward
adoration: « My Lord, and my God"—
“ How great is his goodness! how great is
his beauty I"——then the outwand observance
of the ordinances is all in vain to you. You
have ecnme to the well of salvation, but have
gone away with the pitcher empty ; and how-
ever proud and boastful ‘vou may now be
of your bodily exereise, you will find in that
day that it profits littde, and thas you will
stand speechless before the King.

1. Externnl abscrvances can never stand in
the stead ; sanclification lo the believer.

If it be a common thing for awakened
minds to seek for peace in their external ob
servances—to make a Christ of them, and
vest in them as their means of acceptance
with God—it is also a comman thing for
thnse who have been brought inte Christ, and
enjoy the peace of helieving, to place mere ex-
terral observances in the stead of growth in
haliness, Rrery believer among you knows
how fain the old heart within you would sub-
stitute the hearing of sermons, aad the repea-
ting of prayers, in tho place of that fuith
which worketh by love, and which overcom-
oth the world. Ncw, the great reason why
the believer is often temnted to do this, is,
that he loves the ordinances, Unconverted
souls seldom take delight in the ordinances
of Chwist, They see no beauty in Jesus—
they see no form nor comeliness in him—
they Lide thelr faces from him.  Why should
vou wonder, then, that they take no delighe
I praying to him continuallv—in praising
him daily—in calling him blessed ? Why
should you wonder thenihat the preaching of
the cross is foolishness to them—that his ta-
bernacles are not amiahle in their eyes—that
they forsuaka the assembling of themselves to-
gether? ‘They never knew the Savioumr—
they nover loved him—how, then, should
they love the memorials which he has left be-
hind him ?

When you are weeping by the chiselled
monument of a departed friend, you do not

care not for the house of prayer—the sprink-
ledd water—thie broken hread—the poured-out
wine j for they never knew the excellerey of
Jesus,  But with believers it is far otherwise,
You have been divinely tanght your need of
Jesus ; and therefore you delight to hear Christ
preached.  You have seen the beauty of Christ
crucified 3 and thercfore you love the place
where he is evidently setforth.  You love the
very name of Jesas—it is as oinement poured
forth ; therefore you coulit join for ever in the
melody of his praises.  'The Sabbath-day—
of which you once said : ¢ VWhat a weariness
is it when will it be over, that we may set
forth cornP—it is now a * delight,” and

| “ honarable”—tha swectest day of all the sev-

en.  ‘The ordinances, which were once a dull
and sickening routine, are now green pastures
and waters of stiliness to your soul; and
surely this is a blessed change. But stll you
are in the body—heaven is not yet gained—
Satan is hovering near; and sinee he caunot
destroy the work of God in vour svul, there-
fere he tries all the more to spoilit. e can~
not stem the current: therefore he tries to
make it teen aside. e cannot drive back
God's arvow 3 and therefore he ties 1o mako
it turn awry, and spend its strength in vain,
When ke finds that you love the ordinances,
and it is vain to tempt you to forsake them
he Iuts you love them; ay, he helps you to
love them more and more. 1le becomes an
angel of light—he helps in the decoration of
the house of God—he throws around its ser~
vices a fascinating beauty—hurries you on
from onehouse of God to another—from prayer
meetings to sermon-hearing—irom sermons
to sacraments, And why does he do all this®
1{e doos all this just that he may make thix
the whole of your sanctification—that outward
ordinances may be the all in all of yeur relig-
ion-—that in your anxiety to preserve thu
shell, you may let fall the kernel.

If there be ono of vou, then, in whose heart
God_hath wrought” the amazing change of
turning you from loath.ng to loving his ordi-
nanees, let me beseech you to be jealous over
vour heart with godly jealousy. Vause, this
hour, and see if in your hasto and unxious
pursuit of the ordinauces, you have not left
the pursuit of that holiness without which the
ordinanees are sounding brass and a tinkling
eymbal, Ihave a messags from God unta
thee, It is written @ « lle is nat a Jew, which
is one ontwardly ; noither is that oircumeision
which is outward in the fleshy but heis o
Jew which is uue inwgrdly ; and circameision,
is that of ti o heart, in the spirit, and not in
the letter ; whose praise is not of man, bag ot
God.” e is nat a Christian which is one
outwardly, neitheris that baptism which is
merely the outward washing of the body 5 bug
I is 3 Christian which is ong nwardly, and



