48 THE OrTAwa NATURALIST. [June-July

The former, according to Reed and Smoot (16) is peculiar in
having a laver of compressed pith cells enclosed in the vascular
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inflorescence has passed, their chief axes remain as permanent
encumbrances. 1 have been able to find the traces of them in
Parthenium areen 1 after the passage of five vears or longer.
Among our own plants one easily finds similar examples, ¢.g.,
Rhwus, Negundo, Syris 'tc. And there are very many plants
(palms, agaves, ferns, etc.) to which the leaves cling indefinitely,
until thev are worn or rotted awav.
A case requiring special explanation is to be found in the
Cotton (Gossypium), in which the plane of abscission may pass
transversely through the base of the pedicel, or may extend
downwards along the internode below, even as far as the next
node. The diagram (Figure 3¢) presents these diversities in
graphie form. It has long beena puzzle to those concerned with
this plant to account for this peculiarity, recorded in a bulletin
on the diseases of the cotton by Atkinson (18) in 1897. To

anyv pia

s may be passive and involve no special




